Sheikh Jaber meets Qasem 

KUWAIT (Pttn) — Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al 
Saba* Wednesday received Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign 
Min i ste r Marwan Al Qasem and Arab League Secretary General 
Chadfi KSbi, who are in Kuwait to attend the meeting of the 
six-member Arab nitn>dw<> i r wmiiit Of entrusted wfth fiwting a 
Hdothm to the Lebanese p ro b l em . The meeting started here 
Wednesday (see story below). The committee was meeting with 
representatives of the Lebanese Front, whkh represent the mostly 
Christian right-whig in Lebanon. Sheikh Jailer's meeting with 
Qasem and KBbl was attended by Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Mhdster 
and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al Ahamd, who is chairman of 
the Arab Leagne committee on Lebanon. 
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King, Mubarak discuss latest 
developments, peace efforts 


By Rania Atalla 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King Hussein and 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak Wednes¬ 
day held t alks on a number of issues related 
mainly to developments on the regional and 
international levels and on efforts of bringing 
peace to the Middle East. 


His Majesty King Hussein, His Royal h^Hbwk 
C rown Prince Busan, Prime Minister Zaid Rifai 
and senior officials receive Egyptian President 


Hosni Mubarak upon his arrival in Amman 
Wednesday for a several-hoar visit (Petra photo) 


Rifai outlines outcome of Baghdad meetings 

ACC committee approves 
wide-ranging accords 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The prime 
ministers of the Arab Coopera¬ 
tion Council (ACC) ended three 
days of talks in Baghdad Wednes¬ 
day after drawing up agreements 
covering the administrative and 
legal structures of the four-mem¬ 
ber council and economic, de¬ 
fence and security matters of its 
member states. 

Prime Minister Zaid Rifai, who 
led the Jordanian delegation to 
the Baghdad meeting, said upon 
his return home Wednesday that 
the conference approved the 
rules and procedures for ACC 
activities and agreements gov¬ 
erning the ACC headquarters, 
privileges and status of ACC offi¬ 
cials and the countiTs statute and 
financial regulations. 

Rifai said the prime ministerial 
committee also approved draft 
agreements on security coordina¬ 
tion. national and regional secur¬ 
ity and movement and recruit¬ 
ment of ACC manpower. 

Also approved were agree¬ 
ments on legal and judicial coop¬ 
eration and air transport and rivil 
aviation among the ACC member 
states. 

Rifai told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that the meeting 
also decided that Jordanin 
perceptions be accepted as guide¬ 
lines for scopes of future coopera¬ 
tion and that the Jordanian con¬ 
cepts serve as basis for the agenda 
for the next prime ministerial 
committee meeting. 

The prime ministers reviewed 
potential candidates for the post 
of ACC secretary general and 
finalised a list of nominees, Rifai 
said. 

The prime minister said all 



Speaking to reporters at the 
end of the several-hour meeting. 
King Hussein expressed optimism 
over efforts to find a peaceful 
settlement to the Middle Bast 
problem and said he was looking 
forward to his visit to the U.S. 
next week. 

“1 think we are both convinced 
that the world, including the 
U.S., is on the right track in 
treating problems that stand in 
the way of peace.” the King said 
adding that if such regional prob¬ 
lems go unresolved they would 
threaten world peace. 

King Hussein, who is sche¬ 
duled to meet U.S. President 
George Bush April 19, said 
Mubarak had briefed him on his 


latest visit to the U.S. and the 
impressions he had following his 
talks with Bush and U.S. Secret¬ 
ary of State James Baker. 

Mubarak told reporters 
Wednesday the Bush administra¬ 
tion, which took office this Janu¬ 
ary, showed a good understand¬ 
ing of the Palestine question and 
its ramifications and that 
Washington did not oppose an 
international conference on the 
Middle East. 

“What the U.S. President said 
about occupied land and the re¬ 
marks he made about (exchang¬ 
ing) land for peace give a dear 
idea of the U.S. vision of a 
solution (to the Middle East con¬ 
flict),” Mubarak told reporters at 


Marka airport upon his depar¬ 
ture. “Hie U.S. does not oppose 
(the idea of convening an interna¬ 
tional) conference but a lot of 
preparation and consultations are 
needed before they (U.S. offi¬ 
cials) reach a conclusion with 
(Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak) 
Shamir on the matter," he added. 

Asked whether Egypt was 
trying to convince the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
to accept Shamir's plan for elec¬ 
tions in the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, Mubarak 
said the FLO did not object to the 
elections as such but to the condi¬ 
tions under which such elections 
would be held. 

“I havee not seen any state¬ 
ment by Palestinian officials in 
the PLO saying they have re¬ 
jected elections in the occupied 
territories,” Mubarak said. 

He said conditions set by the 
PLO for holding elections were 
Israeli withdrawal from the occu¬ 
pied territories and international * 
supervision of the election pro¬ 
cess. 

‘This gives us the impression 
that the PLO does not oppose the 
elections; but for those elections 


to be held, if the PLO agrees to 
them, certain preparations have 
to take place,” such a figuring out 
which laws are to serve as a basis 
for the elections and whether or 
not Arabs in Arab Jerusalem will 
be able to participate in the polls, 
Mubarak said. “There are many 
points which need to be addres¬ 
sed and it is not easy to say there 
is agreement on elections. It de¬ 
pends primarily on the PLO.” 

The Egyptian president said 
Egypt was working in support of 
the PLO in its quest to find a 
solution. “His Majesty King Hus¬ 
sein and myself are working to 
reach an agreement and we are 
exerting our best efforts in this 
field to support the PLO.” 

Asked if Jordan supported 
Egypt’s position on that matter. 
King Hussein said: “We have a 
unified position on all issues.” 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet¬ 
ra, said the two leaders discussed 
the latest developments in the 
Arab and international scenes. 
Middle East peace efforts and 
means to boost Arab cooperation 
within the framework of the Arab 
Cooperation Council (ACC). 

Upon his arrival for the brief 


visit to- Jordan Wednesday, 
Mubarak was received by King 
Hussein, His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai, Royal Court 
Chief Field Marshal Sharif Zaid 
Ibn Shaker, King Hussein's poli¬ 
tical and special advisors, a num¬ 
ber of Cabinet ministers and 
senior military and civil officials. 

Mubarak was accompanied by 
a high-level delegation, compris¬ 
ing Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Transport and Com¬ 
munications Sulaiman Mutwalli, 
Information Minister Safwat Al 
Sharif, Interior Minister Zaki 
Badr, Minister of State for Fore¬ 
ign Affairs Butros GhalT, Educa¬ 
tion Minister Ahmad Srour, 
Director of the President's Office 
Usama Al Baz, Cairo Governor 
Yousef Abu Taleb, and the presi¬ 
dent's Secretary for Information 
Mustafa Al Faqi. 

King Hussein hosted an iftar in 
honour of Mubarak and the de¬ 
legation. The banquet was 
attended by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, Rifai, 
Sharif Zaid, King Hussein’s poli¬ 
tical and special advisors and a 
number of Cabinet ministers. 


At least 20 wounded in 
W. Bank, Gaza clashes 


Prime Minister Zaid Rifai is seen off by Iraqi Deputy Prime Munster 
Tkha Yassin Ramadan upon bfs dep ar ture from Baghdad Wednesday 
(Petra photo) 


recommendations, agreements 
and resolutions readied by the 
Baghdad meeting would be sub¬ 
mitted to a summit of the four 
ACC beads of state in Cairo after 
the Eid Al Fitr and would come 
.into force after endorsement by 
the summi t. 

In a statement he issued upon 
departure from Baghdad earlier, 
Rifai said the meetings were posi¬ 
tive and friendly and dominated 
by a brotherly atmosphere. He 
said the participants voiced deter¬ 
mination and resolve to achieve 
the objectives of the ACC. 

Rifai thanked Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Taha Yassin 
Ramadan and the Iraqi govern¬ 
ment for their efforts, which, he 
said, contributed to the success of 
the meeting. 

Ramadan, who headed the Ira¬ 
qi side during the talks, described 
the agreements reached as “vital 


and reflecting the great expecta¬ 
tions of the peoples of the four 
countries.” 

“The important achievements 
we accomplished are evidence 
that we are moving on the correct 
way to fulfil our people's expecta¬ 
tions.” Ramadan told a press 
briefing-.after the meetings at 
Baghdad’s conference centre 
ended. 

Ramadan said the meeting 
agreed on a wide range issues, 
including coordination of their 
foreign policies and expanding 
their trade and economic rela¬ 
tions. 

The Iraqi leader said the four 
countries are to discuss and unify 
their positions on different Arab 
and international issues. 

“This is a new phenomenon... 
when our diplomacies will speak 
in one voice in international and 
Arab forums,” he cemented. 


Mitterrand says France neutral in crisis 


Fierce artillery duel in _ 

Beirut: talks in Kuwait Gorbachev appeals for calm 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — At least 20 Palesti¬ 
nians were wounded in dashes 
with Israeli soldiers in the occu¬ 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
Wednesday. .. 

In widespread violence m the 
Gaza Strip, hospital officials said 
soldiers shot and wounded 15 
Palestinians with a variety of 
ammunition in dashes daring a 
genera] strike called to protest at 
Monda/s killing of a Palestinian 
by a Jewish gunman in Jerusalem. 

Two other wounded Palesti¬ 
nians told reporters a Jewish set¬ 
tler shot them in the legs with an 
Uzi submachine-gun after his car 
was stoned in Gaza City near the 
Sha’ti refugee camp. 

Fighting was reported in the 
Jabafya, Sha’ti, Bureij, Nuseirat 
and Khan Younis refugee camps 
and in Gaza City, where protes¬ 
ters burned tyres and stoned any 
vehide on the streets. 

In the West Bank, troops shot, 
and wounded three Palestinians 
— two seriously — during a raid 
on die village of Arrabeh, near 
Jenin. 

The body of a 39-year-old 
Palestinian was found banged in a 
disused building in Al Bireh, 
north of Jerusalem. Police said he 
had almost certainly committed 
suidde but witnesses said the 
body bore what appeared to be 
stab wounds. 


In continuing protests in Jeru¬ 
salem, police said about 20 
Palestinians stoned an Israeli 
bank branch in the eastern sector. 
Police chased them and arrested 
.. 10.suspects, spokesman Uzi San¬ 
dlin said. 

Most shops in Arab Jerusalem 
observed the second day of a 
three-day strike called by 
nationalists to protest over the 
Jaffa Gate killing. 

Police dismantled a bomb disc¬ 
overed near a water pumping 
station in the northern Galilee 
region and arrested eight Arab 
suspects. . 

Israeli sources said five mem¬ 
bers of the Fateh movement in 
the town of Taibe were arrested 
before the group could carry out 
planned attacks. 

Two Palestinians charged with 
being leaders of the 16-montb-old 
uprising in the occupied territor¬ 
ies appeared in court Wednesday 
and were remanded in custody 
until the end of their trial. 

Samaan Khoury and Adrian 
Abdul Rahman Shalalda told re¬ 
porters at Lod military court they 
denied all the charges. 

An Israeli court Wednesday 
indicted one of the leaders of the 
Jewish settlement movement in 
the West Bank for killing an Arab 
shopkeeper. 

Rabbi Mosbe Levinger, among 
the first Jews to settle in the 


Hebron in 1968. was charged with 
manslaughter, sabotage and in¬ 
tentionally damaging property, a 
spokeswoman said. 

The rightist rabbi, a founder of 
the Gush Emunim .(bloc of the 
faithful) movement, said Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin should be 
put on trial for failing to quell the 
Palestmian uprising. 

Prosecutor Yoram Naom said 
in the charge sheet that Levinger 
fired in the air, then at random 
toward shops in the Hebron mar¬ 
ket last Sept. 30 when his car was 
stoned. 

Kayed Sal ah, 42, a shoe ven¬ 
dor, was killed and another 
Palestinian wounded. After the 
shooting, Levinger overturned 
stalls in the market, Naom said. 

If convicted Levinger faces a 
ma ximum 20-year jail term. No 
date was set for his trial. 

He was the third and most 
prominent settler to be charged 
with killing an Arab since the 
uprising began, although Palesti¬ 
nians say more than a dozen 
Arabs have been shot dead by 
settlers in that period. 

It was still undear whether the 
incident was die work of an indi¬ 
vidual extremist or of the sha¬ 
dowy Jewish underground group, 
the Sicarii, who claimed responsi¬ 
bility in telephone calls to radio 
stations. 



Queen hosts iftar 

HER MAJESTY Queen Noor Wednesday hosted an iftar for Their 
Royal H ig hn e ss e s Princess Taghrid, Princess Sarvath, Princess 
Basina and wives of prime minister, Zaid Rifai, Upper House of 
Parliament Speaker Ahmad Lawn, former prime ministers, chief 
of die Royal Court and ffis Majesty King Hussein’s political and 
special advisors. Also attending the iftar were wives of senior 
statesmen and senior officers of the Armed Forces and the PubBe 
Security, Civil Defence and General Intelligence departments as 
wefl as wives of Arab and Muslim ambassadors to Jordan (Petra 
photo) 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Panic 
struck Beirut streets Wednesday, 
the eve of the civil war’s 14th 
anniversary, as an unexpectedly 
harsh shelling duel erupted be- 
■ tween Syrian and rightist gun¬ 
ners. 

Police said four people were 
killed and 17 wounded in the 
barrage that broke out at 9:20 
a.m. (0720 GMT) and targeted 
residential districts in war-divided 
Beirut. 

That raised to 184 people killed 
and 636 wounded the overall toll 
since the current round of civil 
war fighting broke out March 8 
between Michel Aoun's mainly 
Christian troops and an alliance 
of Syrian and Lebanese militia 
forces. 

The wooshing sound of out¬ 
going rockets and the thuds of 
shell explosions rocked Beirut’s 
'western and eastern sectors as 
local radio stations interrupted 
their program m es to urge civi¬ 
lians to remain indoors. 

Panicking motorists blared 
horns and sped away m all direc¬ 
tions after a shell slammed into 
the seaside boulevard near fish 
restaurants in west Beirut's 
Raouche district. 

French Ambassador Paul 
Blanc told reporters a shell 
sc ored a direct hit on the French 
emb«By in tbe sobtub 

..of Hanmych. east of Beirut, 

"ft inflicted damage, but no 
casualties," Blanc sud 

France has backed the rightist 
can for a Syrian withdrawal from 


Lebanon and dispatched two 
ships carrying humanitarian aid. 
Muslims say the French are 
biased in favour of the mostly 
Christian rightists. 

The shelling duel, the fiercest 
since the Arab League called a 
ceasefire in Lebanon a week ago, 
broke out a few minutes after a 
group of right-wing Christian 
politicians left Beirut for Kuwait. 

The five-man team met later in 
the day with. Foreign Munster 
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah, who heads a six-man Arab 
League panel on Lebanon. 

Kuwait meeting 

“If the Lebanese are left alone 
and distant from any annoyance 
by any of our Arab brethren, we 
will be able to coexist, ” George 
Saadeb, head of the Fafange par¬ 
ty who leads the delegation, said 
in an arrival statement in Kuwait. 

The five-member delegation 
indudes Michel Saseen and Dany 
Chamoun of die National liberal 
Party, Shaker Abu Slayman of 
the Maronite order and George 
Edwas of the Tanzim party. 

Referring to the Muslim de¬ 
mands for political reforms as a 
means of ending Lebanon's fac¬ 
tional strife, Saadeb said: “The 
front is not opposed to political 
reforms, but we cannot turn to 
political reforms at a time when a 
shower of shells is falling on us 
and bur sons." 

“If the situation is stabilised, 
everyone wifi find ns moving with 


Hoss accepts 
French aid 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s 
civilian prime minister 
Wednesday welcomed assur¬ 
ances of impartiality from 
French President Francois Mit¬ 
terrand and agreed a solution 
to a crisis over French 
emergency aid. 

Mitterrand, seeking to qneB 
fears that Paris was siding with 
Lebanon’s rightists, said in 
Paris that relief supplies en 
route to Lebanon in two 
French ships were Intended for 
afl victims of the fighting. 

“I have been informed of the 

statement by the French presi¬ 
dent and I can only hafl the 
objective and Ur position,'* 
Safim Al Hoss said in a state¬ 
ment. 

reforms beyond any imagination.” 

In Paris, President Francois 
Mitterrand said Wednesday that 
France was not choosing sides in 
Lebanon and stressed that the 
' shipment of humanitarian aid was 
destined for everyone. 

“France is and wants to be the 
friend of Lebanese of all confes¬ 
sions, all rpinmnnitigs, ” Mitter¬ 
rand told his cabinet. For France, 
he said, "it is not a question of 
choosing between victims of the 
dashes taking place in Lebanon." 


In Georgia, warns nationalists 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev, in his 
first public statement on tbe 
nationalist unrest in Georgia, 
appealed for calm Wednesday 
but stressed he would not tolerate 
demands for independence. 

In an address to the Georgian 
people, which was carried by tbe 
TASS news agency, Gorbachev 
said the clashes, in which 19 
people died, had damaged 
“perestroika” (restructuring) and 
democratisation. 

“The interests of the working 
people have nothing in common 
with attempts to sever the ex¬ 
isting ties of friendship and coop¬ 
eration among our peoples, dis¬ 
mantle the socialist system in the 
republic and posh it into the 
slough of e thni c enmity,” Gor¬ 
bachev said. 

“We stand for tbe consistent 
expansion of the rights of the 
republics, of all national forma¬ 
tions, for filling them with real 
content,” Gorbachev said, in a 
reference to growing demands in 
Georgia for greater autonomy 
from Moscow. 

“Restructuring of inter-ethnic 
relations is not tbe replanning of 
the boiden or the breakdown of 
tbe national-state structure of the 
country. We are resolutely 
agaipst this,” he added. 

Gorbachev appealed to Geor¬ 
gian patriotism “as a man who 
has deep respect for the traditions 


of tbe Georgian people, its high 
and noble qualities. 

“It depends on you to restore 
peace to Georgia. This is the 
moral duty of everyone who 
holds sacred the memory of his 
ancestors, who values peace and 
harmony in his homeland and, 
most of all, who thinks about his 
people, his future.” 

Jus statement came as a Soviet 
spokesman announced that the 
death toll from Sunday's clashes 
in the capital Tbilisi had risen to 
19 with the death of a girl in 
hospital. Troops used chibs to 
break up a crowd of some 8,000 
people chanting nationalist slo¬ 
gans. 

Soviet Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Gennady Gerasimov 
told a news briefing Wednesday 
that the Communist Party leader 
in Georgia, Dzbumber Patiash- 
vili, had offered to resign after 
the dashes. He said the party 
authorities were considering hzs 
request. 

“Patiashvifi asked to be relieved 
of his duties in response to critic¬ 
ism,” Gerasimov said. “The final 
decision will be made in line with 
proceedings by the appropriate 
party organs.” 

Sixteen people, most of them 
women, were lolled daring the 
clashes. The others died in hos¬ 
pital of injuries. 

Tbe dashes followed a week of 
demonstrations in Tbilisi 


attended by op to 100,000 people, 
many of whom held banners call¬ 
ing for “Russian invaders” to go 
home and waved black, white and 
claret Georgian national flags. 

Gerasimov said Patiasbvili 
offered to resign at a meeting at 
die Georgian Academy of Scien¬ 
ces, attended by intellectuals and 
representatives of nationalist 
groups, as well as Politburo mem¬ 
bers Eduard Shevardnadze and 
Georgy Razumovsky. 

Shevardnadze, a native Geor¬ 
gian who was himself party chief 
in the republic until he became 
Soviet foreign minister in 1985, 
cancelled a visit to East Germany 
to help resolve the unrest in 
Tbilisi. 

Shevardnadze also postponed a 
trip to West Germany because of 
the unrest, the Bonn Foreign 
Ministry said Wednesday. The 
scheduled visit to Bonn Sunday 
and Monday would be made at a 
later date, a ministry spokesman 
said. 

Authorities continued to en¬ 
force a ban on public gathering 
and an 11 p.m. to 6 a.m. curfew 
in Tbilisi. 

Gerasimov told reporters Tues¬ 
day that about 3X1 people had 
been arrested for violating the 
curfew, and police were confis¬ 
cating 66,000 registered hunting 
rifles from the public. He did not 
give a reason. 


Warsaw Pact calls for 
talks on tactical arms 

EAST BERLIN (R) — The War- setting up of an international 
saw Pact Wednesday proposed control commission to police any 
starting talks soon with the North deal, it said. 

Atlantic Treaty Organisation Although Moscow has floated 
(NATO) on reducing and ell- the idea of talks on short-range 
minating short-range nuclear nuclear forces, tbe pact 
weapons in Europe. announcement was the first for- 

A statement at the end of a mal proposal to the Western 
foreign ministers' meeting said alliance, 
the pact was ready to open prre- Polish Foreign Minister 
Hminary consultations with Tadeusz Olechowski said Tues- 
NATO on a mandate and struc- day night the pact was interested 
tore for formal talks that would in talks but the declaration gave 
run parallel to the Vienna conven- the first full details of what was 
tional arms negotiations. on offer. 

“The states party to the War- Announced at a news confer- 
raw Treaty propose to the mem- ence by a* German Foreign 
her states of ffie North Atlantic Minister Oskar Fischer, it said 
alliance (NATO) to start m the lastin m Europe 

near future separate tollm an tac- ^ b ] c on j y through cuts in 

P" 1 “ Eur °P e ' tactical nuclear weapons, which 

including the nuclear component w 500 kilometres, 

of dual-capable systems, the ~ We expect a constructive 
statement said. answer (from NATO) to oar 

Dual-capabte systems are con- proposals,- Fischer told repor- 
ventional weapons that can be £ers 

armed with nuclear explosives. -Qoe really should not waste 
It could also be agreed from ^ more time.” 
the outset to implement the re- _ ... . 

duction of tactickl nuclear aims was a tad. conantranon 

and their elimination in stages," of ‘ he . s J 5tem . s m C '” tral Europe 
the statement said. and also on the southern dividing 

It said the nuclear powers in >“ e be ™ cen *<=. tw ° 

NATO and tbe pact - Britain, b, 9?- 3 four -P art do °™ ent “*£ 
France, the United States and the paper, one of three pub- 

Soviet Union-should take part Mted at the end of the twrvday 
in the initial consultations with meet “S. smd toe seven-member 
other interested members of pa« believed the mutual renun- 
either alliance, including those ° atro0 , ° < \ tnovcs “.moderate 
with such missiles on their tern- t ?« l , cal V*®? w0,d d *>> e 
toiy and those with nuclear-cap- atm05 P here for ne g° na - 

able weapons. 60ns - 

The actual negotiations could __ 

cover ways of drawing up veri- j 
fication procedures and also the 
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ebels plan push on Kabul 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Afghan rebels stationed 
near Kabul are geared for an offensive once the snow 
in the mountains of northern Afghanistan melts, 
Tehran Radio quoted a spokesman as saying 
Wednesday. 


It said Mohammad Karim 
Khalili also told a news confer¬ 
ence that a coalition of eight 
Iranian-based rebel groups he 
represents opposed a plan for 
U.N. posts on Afghanistan’s bor¬ 
ders. 

Khalili said areas in northern 
and western Afghanistan control¬ 
led by the coalition's fighters 
were gripped by severe cold but 
the climate for operations im¬ 
proved as the snow melted. 

"The coalition's forces in 
May dan, Ghazni province and 
north of Kabul are being equip¬ 
ped for an offensive and we will 
soon open a new front ^ near 
Kabul," the radio quoted Khalili 
as saying. 

The Iranian news agency 


IRNA said Afghan Mujahedeen 
captured 800 paramilitary troops 
when they overran a government 
military post at Ghurian, in Herat 
province bordering Iran. 

Reporting from Mashhad on 
the Iranian side of the border, the 
agency said the rebels also cap¬ 
tured large amounts of anti-air¬ 
craft guns, howitzers and other 
weapons. 

The Iran-based Mujahedeen 
say they control a quarter .of 
Afghanistan and have the back¬ 
ing of a quarter of the people. 

Khalili said the coalition 
opposed any plan to turn the 
Afghan problem into a regional 
or international one and the 
Afghan people would quickly 
topple the Soviet-backed govern¬ 


ment of President Najibuilah 
once outside interference 
stopped. 

On Tuesday, Pakistan said it 
had agreed to a permanent pre¬ 
sence of U.N. forces in several 
areas cm its border with Afgha¬ 
nistan. 

Kabul had demanded U.N. 
forces to curb alleged movement 
of arms and other help from 
Pakistan to the Mujahedeen. 

Khalili criticised an interim 
government set np in February by 
die stronger, Sunni dominated 
Mujahedeen alliance based in 
Pakistan, saying it served only to 
postpone a rebel victory. 

Bad planning by the interim 
government — formed without 
the Iran-based rebels who de¬ 
manded more seats than offered 
—led to the failure of a five-week 
assault on Jalalabad, he said. 

The Kabul government said 
Tuesday it had turned back guer¬ 
rilla attempts to advance on Jala¬ 
labad, bat Western diplomats in 


Pakistan said the government sol¬ 
diers were still encircled. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Mohammad Nabi Amani said 
that government troops Tuesday 
counte ratt a ck ed 14,000 guerrillas 
around Jalalabad,' after the insur¬ 
gents bombarded the eastern Out¬ 
post with 18,000 shells, and rock¬ 
ets Sunday and Monday." 
Troopers killed 318 guerrillas 

by sundown Tuesday for the loss 

of only three government soldiers 
and five civilians, said AmanL * 


Malaysian recognition 


Malaysia Wednesday became 
the fourth countiy 'fo'recognise 
the interim ' Afghan gov ernm ent 
set up by Pakistan-based rebels. 

Foreign Minister Abu Hassan 
Omar said in a-, statement the 
cabinet made the decision the day 
after Afghan guerrilla leader Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar left Kuala 
Lumpur following talks with 
Prime Minister. Mahathir 
Mohammad^ ; • : 


Donors pledge Sudan, stockpile aid 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Donors have pledged $133 mil¬ 
lion required to stockpile food in 
Sudan before the rainy season 
isolates villages, but a U.N. offi¬ 
cial said Tuesday that not all 
Sudanese who need help can be 
reached. 

James P. Grant, the head of 
Operation Sudan Lifeline, said 
the goal of aiding one million 
people and preventing over 
100,000 deaths by staivation 
“may be unrealistic, but it’s what 
is needed.” 

"We have no alternative but to 
try.” said Grant, who is also the 
director of the U.N. Children's 
Fund (UNICEF). 

Operation Sudan Lifeline 
hopes to move 100,000 metric 


tonnes of food to isolated villages 
in Sudan before the rains begin in 
May. washing out roads and air 
strips. 

In August 1985. at the height of 
the Ethiopian famine, only 
76,500 tonnes of food was deli¬ 
vered by international agencies 
under for more favourable condi¬ 
tions. 

Grant told reporters that about 
20,000 metric tonnes of food have 
been delivered so far, divided 
about equally between areas con¬ 
trolled by the government in 
Khartoum and the rebel areas in 
the south. 


The emergency programme 
had received $77 million in 
pledges by the time Grant led a 


U.N. planning conference a 
month ago in Khartoum, and 
received pledges for the rest of 
the. $133 million needed at a 
donor pledging meeting Tuesday. 

Pledges include Sll mi l l ion 
from the United States, $10 mflbon 
from the European Community, 
and the donation of the services 
of four Transall aircraft capable 
of carrying 11 metric tonnes in a 
flight, from France and West 
Germany, said Grant. 

Gram denied reports that the 
southern Sudanese city of Juba 
has been cut off from airlifts by 
rebel threats from the Sudan Peo¬ 
ple’s Liberation Army (SFLA), 
or that Ethiopia has dosed its 
border to convoys of food. 


Fundamentalists rounded up in Assiut 


ASSIUT (AP) — Police detained 
50 militant Muslim fundamental¬ 
ists Wednesday in a large-scale 
security operation to preempt de¬ 
monstrations against the arrest of 
a prominent anti-government 
cleric, security officials said. 

Assiut’s security chief, Mayor- 
General Mahmoud Sirry A1 
Fakharany. disclosed the deten¬ 
tions and said police were sear¬ 
ching for another 20 extremists in 
the'provincial capital. 380 
kilometres south of Cairo. 

• Other security officials.'speak¬ 
ing on condition of anonymity, 
said police have orders from 
Cairo to detain Muslim activists 
in other southern provinces to 
prevent possible street protests 
on Friday, after prayers. Pro¬ 
vinces targetted for the sweeps 


include Fayoum, Al Minya. 
So hag and Qena. 

The security dragnet was the 
largest since last December, 
when about 500 Muslim extrem¬ 
ists were rounded up in Cairo, 
Assiut and other cities. 


after noon prayers. The militants 
were led from a mosque by Abdul 
Rahman, a blind preacher twice 
acquitted of charges relating to 
the assassination of President 
Anwar Sadat in 1981. 


The preemptive detentions 
grew out of a dash last Friday 
between police and Muslim ex¬ 
tremists in Fayoum, 100 
kilometres southwest of Cairo, in 
Mitch' 'fiin'damentali'st!' 1 leader 
Sh'eikh Omar Abdul Rahman and 
l 38 others were arrested. Fayoum 
is'capital of province of the same 
name. 


He was arrested under an 
emergency law in force since 
Sadat was killed. Abdul Rahman 
currently is detained until investi¬ 
gators determine whether ground 
exists for. criminal charges,- : 


Four people were wounded in 
the melee, involving firearms and 
stones, which erupted when 300 
to 400 Muslim militants rioted 


Security officials said ■ author¬ 
ities ordered the new dragnet 'on 
information that extremists in 
southern Egypt planned to take 
to the streets after mosque 
prayers Friday to protest Abdul 
Rahman’s arrest and demand his 
release. 


EC team 
in Syria 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — A 
three-member European Com¬ 
munity (EC) delegation' beltf. 
talks Wednesday with Syrian De-. 
puty Foreign Minister Yousef 
Shakour on the civil war flare-up 
in Lebanon. 

The delegation comprised Fer¬ 
nando Perpinan, secretary-gener¬ 
al of the Spanish Foreign Mims-: 
try, Bertrand Dufourq, political 
affairs director at the French 
Foreign Ministry; and Athanasips 
Petropoulos, who holds a similar 
position at the Greek Foreign 
Minfrtiy. 

The EC “troika 1 officials are 
preparing a report on Lebanon 
for foreign minis ters of the 12- 
nation trade bloc to examine. 

The "troika” is formed of the 
present, upcoming and previous 
holders of the rotating commun¬ 
ity presidency — Spain, France 
and Greece. 


Yuri Deryabin, head of the 
Soviet Foreign Ministry’s Depart¬ 
ment for Security and Coopera¬ 
tion, said the talks were “a new 
step in our developing relations 
with the community.'' 

He said the talks by the group 
also focused on east-west dia¬ 
logue, 1 the* 1 recently concluded- 
Vienna-agreements on security- 
and.human, rights. 

The talks, conducted mainly 
with deputy Foreign Minister 
Vladimir Petrovsky, also dealt 
with regional conflicts, including 
the Middle East, Afghanistan, 
southern Africa and Central 
America. ■ L 



Afghan rebel fighters on tbeir- way to join the battle for Jalalabad 


efforts with Fahd 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi¬ 
dent George Bush and King Fahd 
of Saudi Arabia spoke by tele¬ 
phone Tuesday ' about peace 
efforts in the Middle East, the 
White' House said. 

-A-brief Statement.said Bush 
called the Saudi leader ‘Ho.dis¬ 
cuss the Middle East peace pro¬ 
cess” and the recent visits to 
Washington of Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir and 
EgyptianPresklefft Hosju Ma^ar- 
ak -to- Washington. > ;l * ~ , :i * i . 


Washington: 
Officrals'-declined > tb Jg&bbijateV 
on the conversation.'.* 


Meeting with D imas 

Bush met Tuesday with French 
Foreign Minister Roland Dumas 
for brief talks that included 
French :peace efforts in Lebanon 


and the forthcoming visit of Presi¬ 
dent Francois Mitterrand. 

“We had a warm and interest¬ 
ing conversation,” Dumas told 
reporters after the meeting. 

Dumas said they talked about 
peace efforts in the Middle East 
and. Lebanon, but declined to 
■ provide details. 

The White House issued a brief 
statement that acknowledged the 
two leaders discussed “the Mid¬ 
dle ^ast.peacp.-process,” as r weU 
as such Issues as. Bast-West retor¬ 
tions 'thd't^iitrai“AMerick; bift 
. avoided specifics. 

Dumas also said he and the 
president discossed."what would 
be the items” on the agenda for 
the May 20-21 talks between Mit¬ 
terrand and Bush at the Bush 
holiday home in Maine. 


U.S. says Arab opposition has not kitted Shamir plan 


By Carol Giacomo 
Reuter 


Washington — The United 
States Tuesday discounted Arab 
opposition to an Israeli proposal 
Tor elections in the occupied tern- 
tone-,. insisting the plan was still 

alive. 

State Department spokes¬ 
woman Margaret Tutwiler also 
said Secretary of Slate James 
Baker was considering an Arab 
League request to meet in May- 
wit h a delegation including a 
member of the Palestine Libera¬ 
tion Organisation (PLO). 

The meeting, if it took place, 
would be the highest level contact 
between the United States and 
the PLO since a dialogue was 
resumed last December after a 
13-year hiatus. 

Following PLO statements re¬ 
jecting the election proposal, the 


Arab League Monday declared 
the idea unacceptable to Arab 
states and said Israel was trying to 
deflect pressure to withdraw 
from the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Despite this reaction, Tutwiler 
said the administration did not 
believe the proposal was effec¬ 
tively scuttled. 

“We are asking all those com¬ 
mitted to peace to give us a 
chance to explore and develop 
these ideas,” she said. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, under U.S. pressure to 
propose “new ideas” to revive 
the Middle East peace process, 
offered elections in the occupied 
territories on a visit to Washing¬ 
ton last week.. 

Shamir “came with an idea 
which we believe has potential 
(but) there are a lot of questions 
to explore and we plan to do so in 


the days and weeks ahead.” Tut¬ 
wiler told reporters. 

A senior U.S. official told Reu¬ 
ters Monday an appeal for sup¬ 
port for the U.S. approach would 
be made to His Majesty King 
Hussein, who is due here next 
week, other Arab states and to 
U.S. allies. 

Tutwiler stressed the U.S. view. 
that “this is a step-by-step pro¬ 
cess... you have to crawl before 
you walk.” 

She also noted, without ela¬ 
boration, that "it is not unusual in 
a process for different parties to 
stake out more extreme positions 
especially at the beginning of the 
process." 

United Arab effort 


Govis Maksoud, the Arab 
League's permanent observer at 
the United Nations, said the 
league would send a delegation of 


foreign ministers and its secretary 
general to the United States in 
mid-May to discuss the Middle 
East. The group would include a 
PLO representative, be said. 

Tutwiler confirmed an invita¬ 
tion for a meeting be tween Baker 
and the league delegation had : 
been received and saicL "Our 
answer is, this is being .looked 
at.” • •" •_ ‘ 

Earlier, a U.S. official raid the 
administration i expects Israel to 
reduce tensions in the occupied 
lands despite Shamir's public in¬ 
sistence his government plans no 
change. 

“It's my sense that steps can be 
taken but they may not want to 
see them .as befog "necessarily 
reciprocal,” the official told Reu¬ 
ters in an interview. * 

While Shamir's government 
“will go to great lengths hot io be 
seen negotiating with the PLO... 


that doesn’t mean... they will 
never change the way they deal 
with the intifada,” he said, refer¬ 
ring to the I6-montb-old Palesti¬ 
nian uprising. 

^Evidence’ 


V The ,official cited as evidence 
the-fact that Israel last week 
released 450 Palestinians impris¬ 
oned during the uprising. 

“Let’s suppose that something 
happened on the Palestinian side 
where they changed their practice 
of doing something, blocking in¬ 
tersections or something like 
that.” he said. 

“Wouldn't that then open the 
way for Israel on its own to do 
something?” he added. He asked 
not to be identified. 

In Chicago 'Monday, Shamir 
said his government had no plans 
to change, die way it has handled 
the tiprising, which has been criti¬ 


cised by the U.S. government and 
has eroded American support for 
the Zionist state. 

“It doesn't depend on the 
Israeli government. The existing 
tension is a result of acts of 
violence carried out by people, of 
the intifada,” Shamir said. 

“The moment this violence will 
stop or be reduced, then the 
tension will disappear, 1 ’ he 
added. 


U.S. officials have insisted they 
made no specific demands of Sha¬ 
mir but stressed the need for 
releasing political prisoners, en¬ 
ding “administrative detentions” 
and other steps to reduce tensions 
in the occupied lands. 

U.S. officials said they would 
make similar demands of the 
PLO, in an effort to build confi¬ 
dence that the two adversaries 
are interested in peace. 


Mesopotamian city 
found in Iraq 


/ 




NEW YORK (AP) — 
Archaeologists claim to have dis¬ 
covered the ruins of an ancient 
Mesopotamian city that 
flourished 4,000 years ago and 
rivaled Babylon. 

The she of Masfaknn-Shmir, 
150 kilometres south of Baghdad, 
has not been occupied since ihe 
dty was sacked and burned about 
1720 B.G 

The dty was identified during 
the first ax weeks of preliminary 
surveys earlier this year after 
Elizabeth C. Stone, one of die 
archaeologists, discovered a 
cuneiform inscription on a day 
fragment with the name 


- “We have a whole dty plan laid 
out there for us,” said Stone, 
who, - with her husband, Paul 
Zimansky, identified the rite in 
January. 

“We know where the canals 
were, die cemetery, the palace 
and religious quarters, the manu¬ 
facturing area and the city wall. A 
complete, undisturbed dty — 
thars what's really exciting about 
it' as an archaeological site,” 
Stone said in an interview pub¬ 
lished in the New York Times. 

Stone, an associate professor of 
archaeology at the State Uni¬ 
versity of New York at Stony 
Brook, and Zimansky, an assis¬ 
tant professor of archaeology at 
Boston University, said the dty 
may rank among the region's 
major archaeological finds of the 
past four decades. 

Other scholars cheered the 
news of the discoveiy. 


“It’s always a .happy day in 
archaeology when someone nails 
down the identity of an undent 
dty,” Wiliam Hallow, professor 
of assyrioiogy at Yale University, 
told the newspaper. 

Some said the find could be as 
significant as the 1985 discovery 
of Tell LeSan, a northern Meso¬ 
potamian centre that had been 
the seat of a power king in the 
18th century B-C. Other 
archaeologists doubted that 
Mashkan-Snapir would yield a> 
much as Ebta, an ancient dty in 
Syria where voluminous archives 
were discovered in the 1970s and 
revealed a previously unknown 
language . 

Stone and. Zimansky began ex¬ 
ploring the site two years ago, 
collecting artifacts on the surface 
and examining satellite images of 
die routes of ancient canals that 
served the dty. 


-: s 


But they were barred from 
na'ng aircraft to photograph tie 
site by Iraqi miljtary restrictions. 
So Zimanski attached a camera to 
a kite to obtain pictures revealing 
features that were not immediate¬ 
ly visible from the ground. 

The dty survived for 300 years 
as a major trading and manufac¬ 
turing centre with a population of 
15,000. Evidence indicated that it 
had been built in honour of Ner- 
gal. the andeot Babylonian god 
of death, pestilence and other 
disasters. 

Stone and Zimansky plan more 
detailed mapping and excavation 
at the site next year. 
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Rains cause cracks in N. Yemeni dam 


SANAA (R)—Three days of heavy rain have caused cracks in a 
North Yemeni dam which could burst it more rain falls, according 
to the official SABA news agency. Eastern Iran has also been hit 
by a week of flooding and the Ir anian news agency IRNA 
Tuesday put the damage estimate at more than $115 million. The 
floods swept away 250 villages, it said. SABA did not say If towns 
or oops would be in danger if the newly-built Al Dhaiq dam in Al 
Baida region, '250 kilometres southeast of San»« gave way. 
Further rain was not expected immediately. IRNA said supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini ordered Chief Justice 
Abdol Karim Mousavi Ardebili to go to the Zabol area with a 
blank cheque to supervise^ relief efforts. The agency said 30,000 
hectares of farm land had been inundated. In South Yemen, 
officials said more rain was expected after three weeks of floods 
which have damaged thousands of buildings, ruined farm land and 
killed at least 18 people. 


Greek court postpones extradition decision 


ATHENS (AP)—Greece’s supreme court Tuesday postponed its 
decision on the extradition of a Palestinian wanted by the United 
States for the 1982 bombing of a Pan Am jetliner because one of 
its members fell ill. The president of the five-member supreme 
court panel said it would reconvene to hear the case against 
Mohammad Rashid April 18^after a replacement had been found 
for the judge, who fell ill shortly after the hearing began. “One 



president of the criminal division of the Areos Pagos, Greece’s 
supreme court. Lambridis, flanked by the entire panel, did not 
say which of its members bad fallen iU. Rashid, 39, is wanted by 
the United States for the 1982 bombing of a Pan Am Jumbo jet 
over Hawaii. A Japanese teenager was killed and 15 other people 
were injured in the mid-air blast. 


Shamir advisor indicted for bribery 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A Tel Aviv district court Tuesday indicted an 
advisor to Prime Minister Yitzhak Sh amir for allegedly accepting 
bribes in West Bank land deals. The money was subsequently 
passed to Shamir’s right-wing Likud Bloc, Israel Radio said. The 
indictment charged former Deputy Agriculture Minister Michael 
Dekel with soliciting 350,000 shekel ($233,000) in bribes from 
land developers in return for help in obtaining government 
permits for purchasing land in the occupied West Bank The 
indictment said Dekel began demanding the money in April 
1984, after general elections were announced and that his 
assistant Avi Tzur passed the money to the Likud and other 
m&iBaaxmbnkri J® Woe. Elections were held in 

July 1984, and ended in a stalemate between the Likud and the 
Labour Party. Die two parties formed a joint unity government. 
Prosecutor Rachel Shiber said Dekel received money from at 
least four land dealers. ’ 
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National News 


NATIONAL NEW$ IN BRIEF 

LOCAL COUNCILS: Prime Minister Zaid Rifai has approved the 
formation of a committee to discuss issues per taining to improving 
financial situations of local cottnciis. The committee groups. Ministry 
of Munic i p a l and Rural Affairs and the Environment secretary 
general, the director general of the Cities and Villages Development 
Bank, the director general of the General Budget Department and 
the 'finance managers in both the Ministry of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and die Environment and Greater Amman Municipality. 
(Petra) 

ABU TALES MEETS IRAQI TEAM: Armed Forces Chief of Staff 
General Fathi Abu Taleb Wednesday received a visiting Iraqi 
military delegation led by Lieutenant-General Iyad Ifteih A1 Rawi 
and reviewed scopes of bilateral cooperation. Abo Wednesday Abu 
Taleb's assistants received the commander of the Finnish armed 
forces and an accompanying delegation. The delegation visited die 
Martyr’s Monument in Amman (Petra). 

POLICE OFFICERS GRADUATE: A new batch of police 
officers from tile Public Security Department's Special Brigade 
graduated Wednesday at a ceremony attended by the brigade 
commander Colonel Salman Maaizah. The graduates heard speeches 
and then presented military exercises and performed sports 
activities. Later the graduates received , their diplomas and awards 
from Maaitah. (Petra) 

VISITING HOURS FOR PATIENTS: The National Medical 
Institution (NMT) announced Wednesday that visits to patients at all 
government hospitals under its charge shall take place between three 
and five in the afternoon except Tuesdays when no visits are allowed. 
-The announcement said that on public holidays and Fridays visits win 
be allowed between 10 in the morning and 12 noon. (Petra) 

U.K. WOMEN TRAVEL EXECUTIVES: A group of 20 senior 
women executives representing the Association of Women Travel 
Executives (AWTE) in London Thursday end a week-long visit to 
Jordan. The group has been touring the ancient Nabatean rity of 
Petra, the Greco-Roman city of Jerash, Amman, and the Dead Sea. 
The group, which contains representatives of the travel industry in 
the United Kingdom, has been invited by the Jordan Interline Club 
in its drive to encourage tourism in Jordan. The visit is the second of 
its kind to be organised by the club following one carried out in 1988. 
(J.T.) 


Egypt to use computers 
on Aqaba-Nweibeh route 


CAIRO (J.T.) — Egypt Wednes¬ 
day announced its intention to 
boost the capacity of the Aqaba- 
Nweibeh land-sea route ana said 
it was contemplating using com¬ 
puters to speed up routine work 
and formalities at the points of 
entry. 

An announcement by the 
Egyptian Ministry of Transport 
here said that the measures are 
being considered in view of the 
growing demand on travel via the 
route which, it said, transported 
2.5 million people and 150,000 
vehicles of all sons in the past 
four years of operations. 

Passengers and vehicles are 
being transported from and to 
Nweibeh from the port dty of 



Portraits of Jordan 

AMMAN — “The Land of Jordan” is a new book by Arslan 
Ramadan, the Jordanian collector of historical documents and 
transcrqrts. The book is a collection of photographs that features 
the country's natnral beauty and the great number of archaeolo¬ 
gical rites that are evidence of Jordan’s deep-rooted civilisation. 

Apart from highlighting the archaeological and touristic sites in 
the Kingdom, the photographs, which were personally taken by 
Ramadan, devote special sections to modern Amman, showing the 
degree of modernisation the capital has readied; the Jordanian 
desert with its historic wfldfife in the Kingdom with a 

special section for wild flowers, birds in Jordan and a section for 
traditional jewelry, brass mid copperware. 

In the book’s preface, Ramadan says: “While Jordan continues 
the cycle of its past t hr ough its present, it would be a highly 
difficul t |g ^ to squeeze all this into one volume. Bid with 
thin realisation, the resides of roaming my country for all those 
years have given me the incentive of producing this work as a 
window from which the world can look onto Jordan, its past and its 
1 present: its nature, its heritage and way of fife.” The photo, taken 
by the author, shows a bedouin girl carrying a sheep. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify die listed 
tune and place with the concerned institutions. 


=*4 : iiroTM 


it Aa art exhibition displaying paintings by chddren at the 
Housing Bask Complex. 

* An art exhibition by Dr. Kamel QaTar at Amman Community 


FILMS 

ft A fe at ur e IBm entitled “Rumpcfatiftririn” at the American 
Centre — 448 pm, 

RAMADAN SOUQ 

ft Ramadan open-air market, which jndndrs foodstuff, clothes, 
bane appBa a ces and chddren’s toys at Mahatta, eastern 


Aqaba aboard feny'boats oper¬ 
ated jointly by Jordan and Egypt, 
the two countries, which original¬ 
ly initiated the route computers. 

The expansion plan entails en¬ 
larging the port platform at 
Nweibeh which should allpw for 
more ferry boats to enter and the 
construction of larger arrival and 
departure lounges for the benefit 
of the travellers, according to the 
statement. 

It said that once computer sys¬ 
tems are installed, time for proce¬ 
dures will be cut down and more 
travellers can be absorbed. 

The land-sea route is now oper¬ 
ated by Iraq, Jordan and Egypt 
through the newly established 
Maritime Bridge Company. 


Traffic 
police 
to launch 
series of 
campaigns 

AMMAN (Petra) — Police de¬ 
partments and traffic and patrol 
police will launch a series of 
campaigns between April 15 and 
28 designed to stem violations of 
traffic regulations in Jordan, 
according to a statement issued 
Wednesday by the Public Secur¬ 
ity Department (PSD). 

The announcement said that 
between April 15 and 19 there 
will be a wide scale campaign to 
stem violations of speeding and of 
rales concerning priorities oil the 
road, another campaign between 
April 20 and April 23 will focus 
on speeding motorists and reck¬ 
less overtaking, a third campaign 
between April 24 and 26 wul 
crack down on motorists who 
take wrong turns or drive oppo¬ 
site traffic directions, ana a 
fourth campaign will be launched 
on April 27 and 28 against those 
who do not abide by traffic 
posters. 

The statement noted that the 
series of campaigns will be held in 
observation of the International 
Traffic Day and the Arab Traffic 
Week, and following a wide-scale 
campaign launched m the media 
to spread awareness among mem¬ 
bers of the public about traffic 
rules and safety on the roads. 


RSS 
to carry 
out studies 
on treated 
water 


Soil saturation caused 
recent landslide—NRA 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A major 
landslide, which occurred in an 
area in northern Jordan two days 
ago, was due to the saturation of 
the soil with great amounts of 
water, rendering the land loose 
and soft which triggered the land¬ 
slide according to a report re¬ 
leased by the Natural Resources 
Authority (NRA) Wednesday. 

The landslide occurred at Jabal 
Dahcras near the town of Ajloun 
causing extensive damage to agri¬ 
cultural lands and trees and des¬ 
troying at least three homes, 
according to earlier reports. 

The NRA report said that a 
team of geologists and engineers 
visited the area, inspected the soil 
at the site of the landslide, and 
found that the upper layers were 
covered with no less than 10 
metres of mod with no supporting 
rocks, and that the land was 
covered by a network of canals to 
irrigate the fields, the fruit trees 
ana vegetable! 

Nearly 200 dunums of land 
grown with vegetables and crops, 
extending along 400 metres were 
bit by the landslide, considered 
the biggest in Jordan over the 
past few years, the report said. 

The report called on the au¬ 
thorities to take speedy measures 
to drain away the water which is 

arm mu la ring now at the low- 
lying area near the landslide site 
to avoid another slide. 

The report denied that the 


landslide was caused by an earth 
tremor. 

The NRA issued a statement 
revealing that its Engineering and 
Geological Department has pre¬ 
pared a detailed study to provide 
planners, construction engineer^ 
surveyors and geologists with 
data concerning soil and rock 

strata in Jordan. 

The statement said that the 
study entailed preparation of 
geological maps, conducting geo¬ 
chemical surveys and studies con¬ 
cerning min eral resources aimed 
at collecting data about the na¬ 
ture of soil to benefit studies on 
earthquakes, building operations 
and other economic and indust¬ 
rial operations in the country. 

The NRA announced that it is 
currently executing a long-term 
geological survey programme to 
covering all parts of the Kingdom 
to provide information on the 
land and its layers for planners of 
road and railway projects, water 
and sewerage networks and land 
use. 

It said that NRA teams are 
conducting geological surveys in 
urban as well as rural regions and 
carrying out laboratory and field 
tests on samples of rocks and sod 
in the course of their work. 

The NRA said that such studies 
and surveys would not doubt help 
deal with landslides, rifts ana 
eventually reduce danger and 
material losses. 


Khayyat: Ministry has 
taken ail measures to 
facilitate pilgrimage 


By a Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Sheikh Abdul Aziz AI Khayyat announced that the 
ministry has taken all necessary measures to facili¬ 
tate the process for Muslims wishing to take part in 
the pilgrimage to the holy cities of Mecca and 
Medina, starting July 25. 


Government to issue 
new passports in 1990 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS) 
will carry out studies oo the tre¬ 
ated water coming out from the 
wastewater treatment plant at 
Khirbet Al Samra near Zarqa in a* 
bid to recycle the water for other 
different purposes. 

An agreement reached be¬ 
tween the RSS and the Water 
Authority of Jordan (WAJ) 
Wednesday said that, the former 
will conduct 'quality control stu¬ 
dies on the treated water from the 
moment it leaves the plant at 
Khirbet Al Samra until it reaches 
tiie reservoir behind the King 
Tala! Dam. 

The outcome of the studies will 
enable derision-makers and plan¬ 
ners to deride on the best means 
of using the treated water in 
different areas. The studies will 
also provide information on the 
type of water that is being stored 
behind the dam, which is normal¬ 
ly used for irrigation in the Jor¬ 
dan Valley during the dry season. 

According to the agreement, 
the cost of the study will be JD 
38321, and it will take one year 
to complete. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Depart¬ 
ment of Civil Registration and 
Passports will issue a new form of 
passports to Jordanian citizens as 
of the beginning of 1990 but there 
will be no increase in the fees 
according to the department 
Director Issa Al Oman. 

The new passports wfll be smal¬ 
ler in form but will have 20 pages, 
Omari said in an interview pub¬ 
lished by Sawt Al Shaab daily 
earlier this month. 

Unlike the current practice, the 
wife wfll have her own passport 
with her name and the name of 
her father and family before mar¬ 
riage written clearly under her 
photograph and the name of her 
husband mentioned on the other 
pages, Omari noted. 

tie said that the department 
has 43 branches operating outside 
the Kingdom in foreign countries 
and they can renew passports for 
Jordanians living abroad pro¬ 
vided the applicants supplied the 
necessary documents. 

Palestinians who have their 
permanent residence in the occu¬ 
pied territories and carry a green 
coloured card from the bridges 
authorities at the points of entry 
near the Jordan River can have 
their passports renewed for two 
years only while those with yel¬ 
low coloured cards can obtain 
ordinary passports serving for 
five years, Omari explained. 

He said the normal fee for a 
passport is JD 20 whether the 
passport was issued for Palesti¬ 
nians or Jordanians or to those 
wishing to have a temporary pass¬ 


port for visiting the occupied ter¬ 
ritories. 

Omari said that his department 
last year issued 155,079 passports 
but was faced with an influx of 
applications from people wishing 
to renew their documents during 
the past winter following a 
rumour that the fees will go up. 

Indeed the department faces 
pressure during the summer due 
to the presence Jordanian ex¬ 
patriates who come here for their' 
holiday, during which they wish 
to renew their passports, and 
students wishing to travel abroad 
to continue their higher studies, 
Omari noted. 

But he said the department has 
decided to increase the number of 
officials handling the passport 
procedures to help complete the 
work as soon as possible. 

■ Omari noted' that’ Jordanians 
can, according to law, obtain a 
dual nationafry and noi>Jorda¬ 
nian Arabs living in the Kingdom 
for 15 consecutive years are. 
allowed to obtain Jordanian 
nationality. 

He said that the foreign wife of 
a Jordanian can obtain a Jorda¬ 
nian passport after the lapse of 
five years following her marriage. 

Omari also said that the gov¬ 
ernment can deprive a Jordanian 
of his nationality if the person 
was found to be serving a hostile 
nation and refused to give np his 
jobs upon request from the 
Jordanian government, or if they 
commit a crime considered 
dangerous to the.national 
security. 


Speaking at a press conference 
at the ministry Wednesday, 
Khayyat said ministry officials 
had met with the ministers- of 
health, interior, tourism, trans¬ 
port in addition to officials from 
the Amman Municipality and the 
Customs Department, in order to 
facilitate the transportation and 
accommodation of p ilgrims this 
year. 

Khayyat said the ministry had 
exerted every effort not to in¬ 
crease the costs of travel and 
accommodation for pilgrimage 
this year. “But due to the Jordan 
dinar’s new exchange rate against 
the Saudi riyal, the amount of 
money (in Saudi riyals) needed 
for pilgrimage has increased.” He 
noted however that the amounts 
to be paid by pilgrims in Saudi 
riyals had not changed because 
the ministry was able to acquire 
reduced costs and fees for pil- 
grans. 

The minister said ministry offi¬ 
cials had met with representatives 
of the Central Bank of Jordan in 
order to facilitate the procedure 
for obtaining Saudi riyals by pil¬ 
grims. 

Khayyat cited prices for pil¬ 
grimage tours as follows: JD 356 
tor Jordanian residents travelling 
by airconditioned buses, JD 346 
for Jordanian residents travelling 
by non-airconditioned buses, JD 
294.5 for Jordanian residents 
travelling by air (air fare, ex¬ 
cluded), JD 354 for Jordanians 
residing in Arab countries 
wishing to travel by aircondi¬ 
tioned buses. JD 344 for Jorda¬ 
nian residents of Arab countries 
travelling by non-airconditioned 
buses, and JD 284.5 for Jorda¬ 
nian residents of Arab countries 
wishing to travel by air (air fare 
excluded). Non-Jordanian Mus¬ 
lims would have to pay JD 352 to 
travel in airconditioned buses, JD 
342 in non-airconditioned buses 
and-JD 279:5 by air. 

Residents of the Israeli-occur 
pied Gaza Stripand holding tem¬ 
porary Jordanian passports who 
wish to travel by airconditioned 


buses will have to pay JD 359, 
while those travelling by non- 
airconditioned buses will have to 
pay JD 349 and those wishing to 
• travel by air will pay JD 297.5. 

Gaza residents bolding travel 
documents will pay JD 355 for 
travelling in airconditioned 
buses, JD 345 for non-aircondi¬ 
tioned buses and JD 282J5 for air 
travel. M uslims in Palestine lands 
occupied since 1948 will pay JD 
365 tor travel in airconditioned 
buses, JD 355 for non-aircondi¬ 
tioned buses and JD 303.5 for air 
travel. 

Palestinians in the Israeli-occu¬ 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
will be treated as Jordanian resi¬ 
dents, the minis ter noted. 

Khayyat said the Saudi author¬ 
ities usually allocate the max¬ 
imum num ber of pilg rims allowed 
from various areas, and cited the 
following numbers as follows: 
15,000 from the East and West 
Banks of Jordan, 4300 pilgrims 
from pre-1948 Palestine and 
1,000 pilgrims from the Gaza 
Strip. 

Registration for pilgrims is 
open until May 20, Khayyat said, 
and urged all Muslims interested 
in attending the holy pilgrimage 
to meet that deadline. Arabic 
press reports Wednesday quoted 
ministry officials as calling on all 
Muslims wishing, to perform the 
pilgrimage to register their names 
and to reserve seats in the buses 
that would transport them to the 
holy places and back to Jordan. 

The minister said a total of 36 
travel and transport companies 
had applied for taking part in 
transport and accommodation 
arrangements, but that only 18 of 
those companies had met the 
criteria to qualify as responsible 
for such arrangements. 

Press reports quoted the minis¬ 
try’s Pilgrimage Affairs Depart¬ 
ment Director Mohammad Taber 
as .saying that pilgrims could reg¬ 
ister then names with any of the 
18 companies selected by the 
ministry. If they wish to travel by 


air, be said, pilgrims should regis¬ 
ter with die national airliner. 
Royal Jor danian . 

The 18 companies have been 
assigned various responsibilities 
according to their efficiency and 
capabilities. Each company is 
assigned a certain number of pil¬ 
grims to handle, and as Khayyat/ 
said, the ministry's selection of 
those companies took into con¬ 
sideration the interests of both 
the pilgrims and the companies 
themselves. 

Khayyat advised Muslim pil¬ 
grims to travel by coaches rather 
than take their own cars and 
transport means and said that if 
pilgrims chose the latter, the 
ministry could not be held re¬ 
sponsible for them. He added 
that the ministry could not be 
beld responsible for providing 
accommodation for those who 
travel by air. 

Khayyat said a small number of 
.Turkish pilgrims are expected to 
pass through Syria and Jordan on 
their way to the holy city of 
Mecca, but he did not specify the 

exact figure. 

1 

Resthouses throughout Jordan, 
from the Ramtha in the north to 
Ma’an in the south, have been 
improved in an attempt to pro¬ 
vide the suitable travel conditions 
for the pilgrims. Khayyat said. 
Health centres for the pilgrims 
have also been set up. 

Khayyat said that representa¬ 
tives from the Jordanian Ministry 
of Awqaf have met with officials 
in Saudi Arabia to ensure coop¬ 
eration and coordination on 
issues related to the pilgrimage. 
He expressed satisfaction with 
the extent of cooperation with 
Saudi officials. 

The secretary general at.the 
Ministry of Awqaf and Religious 
Affairs Sheikh Ahmad Helayel, 
who also addressed the press con¬ 
ference, stressed that the pilgrim¬ 
age trip is not one of pleasure and' 
that it required exertion of con¬ 
siderable personnel and collective 
effort. 

He warned pilgrims against 
falling into the “Zionist enemy's” 
trap of disrupting the holy pil¬ 
grimage. Helayel pointed to last 
year’s incident where false sche¬ 
dules were handed out to pil¬ 
grims, schedules with accom¬ 
modation instructions contrary to 
those issued to pilgrims origi¬ 
nally. 


Aqaba gets JD 1,429,000 


AQABA (Petra) — Aqaba Muni¬ 
cipality has obtained a JD 1.429 
million loan to cany out a num¬ 
ber of projects in the port dty and 
its suburbs, so as to meet the 
growing demand on services until 
the year 2000, according to the 
chairman of the Aqaba Munici¬ 
pality Committee Ahmad 
Kabariti. 

He said that JD 600,000 will be 
spent on the construction of a 


huge complex for trucks commut¬ 
ing between Aqaba and other 
dties. 

The project, which will be set 
up behind the ring road, is a joint 
venture by the municipality and 
the Aqaba Redon Authority, 
Kabariti noted. He said that a JD 
500,000 sum will finance the in¬ 
dustrial and crafts zone south of 
the dty of Aqaba, and JD 
100,000 will be used to finance a 


resthouse at the border region for 
the benefit of land travellers. 

In addition, he said, JD 75,000 
will be used to set up a public 
garden and JD 54,000 will be 
used to finance a children’s re¬ 
creation area. 

Kabariti reported that the 
municipality has bought a shop¬ 
ping area from the Housing Cor¬ 
poration for JD 60,000, and is 
now leasing it to local merchants. 


Jordan’s bottled water is of ‘good quality 9 


In the first of a two part series on bottled water in Jordan, water 
experts discuss the quality of the bottled water and means of 
protecting its quality from deterioration. 


By N^jwa Najjar 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

ONE of Jordan’s most precious 
resources... in a bottle ... has 
been labelled by experts as “good 
duality.” However, the labels on 
the bottled water have been ques¬ 
tioned, as have the specifications 
of the “pure, natural and healthy 
mineral water” set by the Depart¬ 
ment of Standardisation and Met¬ 
rology. 

One of the mam arguments 
raised by the concerned indi¬ 
viduals at the Department of En¬ 
vironment, Royal Scientific Soci¬ 
ety (RSS) and the University of 
Jordan centred on recent changes 
in bottled water specifications. 

According to than the changes 
cancelled the checking and the 
monitoring of the water source, 
which they consider to be crudal 
in determining the quality of the 
water. 

University tif Jordan micro- 
biolopstDr. FuadHashwehcom¬ 
pared the original specification, 
put into effect in 1979, and the 
amendments made is 1987. 

“It (the new specification) does 
not mention anything about the 
source, which in my opinion 
shbuld be the major criteria for 
deriding die quality of the wa¬ 
ter,” Hashweh said. 

He says thai since the labelling 
on the bottled waters indicates to 
the consumer that they are drink¬ 
ing natural water, “this means 
they are drinking water which is 
not treated or polluted... Gean 
water from a continuous, dean 
source.” 

This does not imply that die 
water sources for the bottled wa¬ 
ter in Jordan are contaminated, 
or that “the contamination is 
poisonous,” but “it is a question 


of quality,” said Hashweh. 

He said that more tests should’ 
be conducted. While the speci¬ 
fication is strict towards the mic¬ 
robiological quality of the water, 
“it does not ask for the total 
bacteria count to be taken.” 

Although there are natural 
bacteria communities in every 
water source, he said that con¬ 
tinuous monitoring of the bacter¬ 
ia count would ensure that the 
number of communities remains 
low. 

Including such a requirement 
would indicate “whether the 
source has a high concentration 
of organic material... it would say . 
something about the source,” 
said Hashweh. 

Director of the Department of 
Environment, Dr. Sufian Al Tal 
said that while there were some 
water experts who stress the im¬ 
portance of the water sources, 
“others believe it (the water 
source) is not Important” since 
tiie ozone treatment used for 
bottled water kills all the bac¬ 
teria. 

Ozonisation solves the problem 
of bacteria, “and all the bottles 
are 100 per cent bacteria-free,” 
said Tal. 

However, Hashweh asserts 
that using ozone may cover for 
the quality of the water source. 
“Ozone kills the bacteria, mean¬ 
ing that the quality of source does 
not have to be checked,” he said. 

Bacteria is sot the only way the 
groundwater can be polluted. Tal 
prints out that the presence of 
chemical compounds or physical 
properties could contaminate the 
water source. 

“Any water source close to 
sewage pipes, septic tanks, ferti¬ 
lizers or mineral oils (is suscepti¬ 
ble) to the penetration of these 
elements, thereby polluting the 


water,” Tal said, pointing out 
that one litre of mineral oil can 
pollute 100,000 litres of water. 

To rid the water (of these 
elements) creates complications 
since it requires a complicated 
process to purify the water,” be 
.said. 

Tal added that if the water 
source is found to be contamin¬ 
ated, the department sends offi¬ 
cial letters to the Ministry of 
Health, Trade and Industry, In¬ 
terior and Water and Irrigation 
explaining the situation, “there is 
a health law which requires them 
to take action.” 

Again the implication here is 
not that these materials are pre¬ 
sent, but as Tal puts it, “we do 
not have an opinion of the water 
source (specification), but we 
recommend that the source be 
checked to be in line with the 
Ministry of Industry’s specifica¬ 
tions.” 

Head of the Department of 
Standardisation and Metrology at 
the Ministry of Tirade and Indus¬ 
try, Hasan Al Saudi, said these 
changes were in line with the 
department's policy of revision. 

“The specifications were 
amended because we have a poli¬ 
cy of revision every two to three 
years,” be said. 

The amendment decision was 
taken by a technical committee 
covering all tiie private and tiie 
public institutes concerned with 
water. “They decided to change 
the specifications in accordance 
with the health regulations.” 

He said “a standard or a reg¬ 
ulation” for the source will be set 
“maybe this year or next year.” 

To ensure that the bottled wa¬ 
ter is free of microbiological 
material, the Ministry of Health, 
Water Authority of Jordan 
(WAJ) and the Department of 
Environment check the water 
regularly. 

Prior to November 1988, the 
RSS worked with the Depart¬ 


ment of Environment in monitor¬ 
ing the quality of the bottled 
water at the source and at the 
supermarkets every month. 

According to Director of In¬ 
dustrial Chemistry Department at 
the RSS Murad Beno,-and both 
tiie head of the water protection 
section at the Department of En¬ 
vironment, Ahmad Khatab, and 
head of the Land Protection De¬ 
partment, Dr. Saleh Share, who 
is also deputy director of the 
Department of Environment, the 
five year agreement, which was 
signed by both sides, was stopped 
after three years for “financial 
reasons.” 

Khatab said that the Depart¬ 
ment of Environment has sent a 
letter in favour of the agreement. 
“The agreement is under review 
by the prime minister, and the 
prime minister (has asked) the 
minister of finance to reimple¬ 
ment the project.” 

“Even though the prime minis¬ 
ter requested that the programme 
be reactivated, the programme 
has not (re)started,” said Beno. 

He voiced his objection to the 
government related sectors 
checking the water, pointing out 
that the Ministry of Health does 
only sanitary and microbiological 
checks. “They can not do any 
other kind of monitoring for che¬ 
mical or other kinds of pollutants, 
while the RSS has the water 
quality management equipment 
to do total checks.” 

As for tiie WAJ, Beno says, 
“they are not interested in check¬ 
ing since it is not their responsi¬ 
bility." 

However, the bottled water 
companies have taken pre¬ 
cautionary measures to ensure 
that the water source will be free 
from con taminati on. 

Both the heads of Kawthar and 
Ghadeer brands of bottled water 
said that they have taken strict 
precautionary environmental me¬ 


asures. They said that their plants 
are in isolated areas with no 
plantations within a radius of 500 
metres from the spring. 

According to the head of 
Kawthar, Ma'an Zabian, the wa¬ 
ter source is weD protected by a 
“special building, which has a 
completely dosed room (over the 
source).” 

Vice President of Ghadeer 
Ramzi Haditheh referred to 
another important precautionary 
measure: ozonisation. [‘Ozone 
(which is in accordance with the 
specification) which is oxygen, 
has bo taste, but does have a 
smell which disappears after one 
bonr,” said Haditheh, adding 
that the ozone, placed in the 
water before the cap is put on the 
bottle, kills any bacteria which 
may have been present. 

However, if contamination is 
found, the water source may not 
always be the culprit. Bottled 
water can also be polluted during 
the processing and filling of the 
bottles in the factory and through 
improper storage and handling of 
the bottles in the market. 

Khatab points ont that the bot¬ 
tled water should be in dosed 
boxes tar from snnrays and pre¬ 
ferably in glass bottles. He ex¬ 
plained that the siinrays increases 
the bacteria count in the water 
and causes a reaction with plastic. 

“We cannot say what the reac¬ 
tion is since we have not con¬ 
ducted any studies yet, hot we be¬ 
lieve that there is a reaction,” 
Khatab said. 

Tal added that if the water 
exceeds its expiry date, usually 
one year, without being used, the 
quality of the water deteriorates. 
He attributed the deterioration to 
the decrease in the amount of 
oxygen present in the water. 

“Water is marie up of hydrogen 
(H) and oxygen (O). So if the 
amount of oxygen starts to de¬ 
crease then we won't have 100 


per cent H 2 O,”' Tal said, adding 
that there should be a minimum 
of five milligrammes of oxygen 
per litre. 

Haditheh also referred to the 
storage in supermarkets. “Water 
quickly absorbs the surrounding 
smells and sometimes the bottles 
are placed near detergents,”' 
thereby affecting the water. 

He said that mistakes do hap¬ 
pen in Jordan and outside, and 
that as long as they are not fatal, 
they should not be exploited. 
“The consumer expects things to 
be perfect. If there is a mistake 
there is an attack on the industry 
as a whole,” he said. 

'There are times when “spores 
are found in some bottled water. 
According to Zabian, these spores 
are present in the air and enter 
the water from the space avail¬ 
able between the cap and the 
bottle, usually when the bottles 
are being transported and there 
are temperature changes. 

He said that since no chemicals 
are used in the bottled water, 
these spores are not killed and 
consequently grow in the water. 
“They (the spores) are definitely 
not harmful, but they are not nice 
to see,” he said. 

To reduce the incidence of this 
problem, within tiie next three to 
six months Kawthar plans to add 
an extra cap “which looks like a 
medical cap," over the cap pre¬ 
sently being used. Zabian said 

Chat this means an increase of cost 
for the company, but there will be 
no price hike for Kawthar water. 

Zabian also says that his com¬ 
pany conducts 10,000 tests annually 
to check the water in the source, 
storage tanks, before and alter 
ozonisation and during storage 
“to ensure the quality of the 
water.” 

No official from Safa Com¬ 
pany, the third bottled water 
company in Jordan, was available 
for comment. 
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Good news 

AS the prime ministers of the four-state Arab Cooperation 
Council concluded then* Baghdad meeting to put more flesh 
on the ACC skeleton, their formation has received yet 
another vote of confidence, this time from Sudan which 
has just pro claim ed through its foreign minister its readi¬ 
ness to apply for membership to die ACC as soon as 
possible. By opting to join the ACC, Sudan has registered its 
confidence that the path of the council is in complete 
harmony with the aspirations and goals of other Arab 
countries which have yet to choose membership in one of the 
existing three Arab unity schemes. 

With Egypt a founding member of the ACC it would be 
natural and logical for Sudan to choose the ACC in view of 
the geographic proximity of Sudan to Egypt. Yet the most 
important thing is to have Sudan and the rest of the Arab 
states which remain outside the orbit of the prevailing 
three Arab unions become members of one or the other of 
these Arab groupings. Thus, while it would be an honour for 
the ACC to gain additional Arab memberships, its honour 
would likewise be served by having the rest of the Arab 
states join one or the other Arab unions. 

Considering the fact that the ACC is just two months 
young, it is anuring bow much work has been done already 
In make it operational and dynamic. That reflects the 
seriousness with which the four concerned Arab countries 
take their newly formed council. With such an attitude and 
political wiU, one would expect the ACC to receive 
continuous support that would bolster its course and fortify 
Hs confidence. With Sudan already signalling its choice in 
favour of tbe ACC, the council has no way to go except foil 
speed ahead. 

And now that the prime ministers of the four Arab 
countries have finaHwi their discussions on tbe ACC 
o rganisati onal, statute, financial and administrative struc¬ 
tures and its general secretariat, one would expect the ACC 
to be in foil operation in the course of the next few months 
and ready to receive new Arab members. In this vein one 
hope that Sudan would feel ready to join the ACC in the 
shortest possible time. 
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Al Ra’i daily newspaper on Wednesday described as ugly Zionist 
crime the assassination of an innocent Palestinian youth in the city 
of Jerusalem. The assassination is another facet of Israel’s official 
policy of terrorism exercised against the Arab population of 
Palestine, the paper noted. It said that the killing of toe Arab 
youth by Tsraeli troops is one form of encouragement the Israelis 
are giving to the Zionist settlers who roam the country killing 
Arabs and destroying Arab property. To conceal their crime the 
Israelis are now trying to shift toe blame for the killing on 
Palestinian youths and for that purpose they are launching a wave 
of arrests in tbe Arab city of Jerusalem, the paper pointed out. 
Moreover, the paper added, toe Israelis are exploiting the 
incident for their own benefit by claiming that demonstrations 
following Friday prayers at Al Aqsa Mosque would be banned 
completely so as to put an end to assassinations. What is 
happening in Arab Jerusalem is an expression of Zionist terrorism 
and this should be confronted by a very strict and drastic measure 
on the part of toe international co mmuni ty. 

Al Dustonr daily commented on the ongoing talks in Baghdad 
between the prime ministers of the four Arab Cooperation 
Council countries. The meetings are designed to achieve toe best 
economic progress for the four countries and their people, as part 
of the pan-Arab drive to attain integration among the Arab 
countries at large, the paper noted. It said that the desire to f ulfill 
the dream of the Arab masses in unifying their countries into one 
Arab Nation is motivating the four countries leaders to pursue 
their task with diligence and perseverance. Indeed the Arab 
masses attach great hopes to these meetings and hope that the 
four countries will contribute towards the achievement of toe long 
sought unity, the paper added. It said that whatever achievements 
and progress to be realised through the Baghdad meetings will 
have their beneficial effect on the long march towards the 
fulfillment of the Arab masses aspirations. 

Sawt Al Sbaab daily also tackled the Baghdad meetings in its 
editorial on Wednesday. The prime ministers 11 optimism about the 
excellent outcome of the meeting, said the paper, is justified since 
all indications point to all-out agreement on future steps to be 
taken to implement the principles and achieve the objectives of 
the Arab Cooperation Council. The meetings in Baghdad are part 
of the ongoing process of integration; and therefore they are 
being looked on by toe Arab masses as one link in toe long chain 
of activities that would ultimately lead to unity among toe Arabs, 
the paper added. The four prime ministers meeting in Baghdad, 
the paper said, are charting plans for the Arab Nation's continued 
growth and determined march towards progress and prosperity. 


By Graham Eamshaw 

Reuter 

TOKYO — Japan's developing 
political crisis is turning into a 
major test of toe cohesiveness of 
toe ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party and the power of the 
opposition. 

The so-called Recruit affair has 
ballooned into the country's big¬ 
gest political scandal, threatening 
the present government and giv¬ 
ing toe opposition its best shot at 
toppling the LDP in more than 30 
years. 

At centre stage is Prime Minis¬ 
ter Nobora Takeshita, who has 
spent much of toe past six months 
rejecting opposition demands 
that he resign or call a general 
election over the scandal. 

The Recruit publishing and 
telecommunications group hand¬ 


ed out huge amounts of money to 
politicians and other public fi¬ 
gures in tbe mid-1980s to fuel its 
expansion. Three cabinet minis- 
ters have resigned and 13 people 
have so for been arrested as a 
result. 

In the past week revelations in 
the media that Takeshita’s poli¬ 
tical support group received 
donations worth at least 130 ndl- 
tion yen ($1 million) from Recruit 
in 1986 and 1987 has streng¬ 
thened toe impression that Ins 
days are numbered. 

Political analysts now speculate 
not so much about whether he 
will step down, but when. 

Some LDP members of parlia¬ 
ment are saying there is a need to 
get rid of Takeshita to prevent a 
bloodbath in forthcoming local 
and national, elections. 

That, added to opposition de¬ 
mands for his removal and plum¬ 


meting public opinion ratings, 
leaves Takeshita very tittle room 
for manoeuvre. 

One theory has it that he may 
be eased out as early as May, 
after his scheduled trip to south¬ 
east Asia from April 29 to May 7. 

“With that diplomatic triumph 
behind him, the LDP could give 
Takeshita a sending ovation as 
he heads for the exit,” said Tokyo 
University professor Takashi In- 
oguchL 

But Takeshita has proved him¬ 
self to be tenacious and there are 
powerful reasons why he may not 
step down so quickly: 

— There is no obvious succes¬ 
sor within the LDP. 

—Most of the top leadership is 
as tainted with the Recruit brush 
as Takeshita himself and there 
may be a shortage of eligible 
candidates wanting the job at tods 
time. 


— This year's budget has been 
stalled in parliament for over a 
month. A new prime minis ter 
would have to start the whole 
budget process from scratcfa- 

If he is forced out, the end of 
Takeshita does not mean the end 
of the LDP. 

The scandal has given the* 
opposition its best shot at toe 
LDP in years but political analy¬ 
sts say toe opposition has little 
chance of beating the rating par¬ 
ty, in power for me past 34 years. 

“The opposition docs not have 
much unity, they are not ready 
.(to form a government), they are 
not serious,” said Inoiguchi. 

Public approval of the LDP has 
plummettea to an all-time low as 
a result of the scandal and the 
introduction this month of an 
unpopular sales tax. 

But support for toe opposition 
parties has hardly budged. 


acconfing to one recent poll. In¬ 
stead of defecting to other par¬ 
ties, former LDP supporters have 
mostly moved into the “don’t 
■know” column. 

The bottom line is that most 
Japanese are politically conserva¬ 
tive. 

Meanwhile, the nation waits 
for the prosecutors to make their 
next move as rumours about 
possible targets fly thick and fast. 

The prosecutors have so for 
arrested businessmen and former 
senior bureaucrats on corruption 
charges. The next step, tbe re¬ 
ports have It, is the arrest of a’ 
politician. , 

The scandal’s main effect so for 
has been to stall..virtually all 
parliamentary business since ear¬ 
ly March as opposition parties 
press toejbr demands for former 
premier Yasuhiro Nakasone to 
testify before parliament on his 


links to Recruit. 

The opposition’s most impor¬ 
tant hostage is the 1989-90 
budget. That has to be passed by 
April 21 or a supplementary 
budget will be needed to kccp the 
government supplied with cash. 

Tbe LDP has threatened to 
pass tbe budget in spite of the 
opposition's parliamentary 
boycott — it has a majority in 
both houses of parliament and 
could easily do so. 

Under Japanese-style demo¬ 
cracy, there is a virtual taboo on 
the government steam-rolling 
bills through parliament. It must 
rather seek a degree of consensus 
with tbe opposition first. 

There have been a few cases 
anept the war where the govern¬ 
ment has pushed the budget 
through in defiance of the opposi¬ 
tion, but it has usually led to a 
change in government. 
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By Mark Heinrich 

Reuter 

BONN — For years Chancellor 
Helmut Kohn and his loose 
“coalition of the middle” rode 
West Germany's wave of 
prosperity, but political analysts 
say that neglected tensions below 
the surface now jeopardise his 
government. 

Chronic infighting within the 
coalition, they say, distracted se¬ 
rious attention from festering 
grievances of voters until they 
drove their point home in two 
regional elections this year. 

Many traditional backers of 
Kohl's Cbristian Democrats 
(CDU) are defecting to rightist 
parties in anger over Bonn’s in¬ 
ability to stop a flood of foreign 
refugees coming to West Ger¬ 
many. 

Meanwhile, the opposition left 
— Social Democrats (SPD) and 
Greens — is gaining strength 
from a Soviet arms control cam¬ 
paign that challenges toe conven¬ 
tional CDU view of the East bloc 
as a security threat. 

“The economy has never been 
better, but the opinion of the 
people has changed since Kohl 
took office (in 1982). They are 
showing greater individualism in 
political taste,” said; - Walter 
Tacke, director of the- Emhid 
polling institute. 

“In this climate it has become 
very difficult for a coalition of the 
middle like Kohl’s to profile it¬ 
self,” Tacke said. “His cautious. 


step-by-step approach no longer 
does toe job.” 

The CDU was voted out of 
office in state elections in West 
Berlin in January, then was ham¬ 
mered in communal voting in 
Hesse state a month ago, losing 
control of city hall in the coun¬ 
try’s financial capital, Frankfurt. 

The SPD and Greens were able 
to form a governing coalition in 
West Berlin and were expected to 
do so in Frankfurt too. 

In both elections, the far right 
Republicans and the neo-Nazi 
National Democrats (NPD) cata¬ 
pulted to parliamentary repre¬ 
sentation with 7.5 and 6.6 per 
cent of the vote, respectively. 
The two ontpolled Kohl’s ruling 
partner in Bonn, the Liberal Free 
Democrats (FDP). 

Opinion surveys suggest tbe 
Republicans and NPD will score 
as well or better in elections in 
June for the European Parlia¬ 
ment and local councils in two 
West German states. 

An Infos institute poll released 
on April 4 gave the CDU only 34 
per cent nationally, a loss of two 
per cent within one week that 
underscored the party’s long fell 
from tbe 44.3 per cent taken in its 
1987 re-election. 

The FDP had five per cent in 
the Infos poll, while the Greens 
and SPD surged to 52 per cent 
together— enough for a majority 
—and the Republicans seven per 
cent. 

Kohl insisted before going on 
his Easter holidays that he was 


confident of re-election in 1990 
and would reassess policy and 
personnel during his break to 
help him reach that goal. 

Since his return on April 3, he 
has been reported to be preparing 
a cabinet shuffle, an idea poshed 
by the FDP to convey a fresh 
sense of unity and purpose to 
voters. 

But many analysts suspect it* 
may be too late to save tbe 
coalition, 1 given the polarisation 
of toe electorate. 

“A ‘coalition of toe middle,' as 
Kohl has labelled his govern¬ 
ment, doesn’t hold up any more if 
toe middle is itself melting,'' toe 
Munich newspaper Sueddeutsche 
Zeltung remarked. 

Western diplomats say that if 
the CDU decline continues in the 
June elections. Kohl could face 
an internal revolt and lose his 
party chairmanship before the 
1990 elections. 

“But he got to toe top by being 
a skilled and astute party man. 
His dull exterior should uot 
obscure the fact that his enemies 
usually underestimate him. He’s 
come out of bad patches before,” 
one diplomat said. 

Kohl has been criticised 
throughout his tenure for his lack 
of charisma, his meandering 
speaking style and his habit of 
giving cabinet posts to untried 
outsiders who pose no political 
threat to him. 

An Infos survey released last 
week said 65 per cent of people in - 
a representative poll answered 


“no” when asked whether Kohl 
was a good chancellor, 23 said 
“yes” and remainder gave no 
opinion. Mas said Kohl’s person¬ 
al standing was at its worst since 
he took office six-and-a-haif years 
ago. 

Tbe chancellor has never been 
able to quiet public wrangling 
between FDP and CDU party 
officials over important policy 
matters ranging from asylum- 
seeking refugees to NATO mis¬ 
sile modernisation, relations with 
toe Soviet bloc, and tax reform. 

Public anger over the pressure 
of hundreds of thousands of East 
Bloc and Third World immigrants 
on the tigh t housing and job 
market has been brewing for 
several years. 

Bat the FDP has blocked CDU 
attempts to toughen the largely 
open-door political asylum law, 
leaving Kohl with little alterna¬ 
tive but piecemeal measures such 
as visa rules. 

In security affairs. Kohl has 
backed a continued heavy NATO 
presence in West Germany but 
the public wonders why unilateral 
Soviet disarmament is not bring 
reciprocated in the West. 

Most- West Germans oppose 
toe proposed modernisation of 
NATO’s nuclear missiles, but 
Kohl's coalition is divided. 

“The government’s inability to 
market its policies to toe public is 
the major problem,” said pollster 
Tacke in a comment echoed by 
many experts. “The policy profile 
just isn’t there.” 



By John Daonlszewrid 

The Associated Press 

WARSAW, Poland — “There is 
no freedom without Solidarity.” 
The slogan has been shouted at 
rallies and marches throughout 
Poland since 1981, when martial 
law crushed toe East bloc’s first 
independent trade onion. 

But now that the onion has 
survived years of jailings, beat¬ 
ings, even killings to win back its 
right to exist, toe question be¬ 
comes, “what is Solidarity and 
what will it be?" 

Many of tbe men and women 
who were active in Solidarity in 
1980-81 have emigrated or gone 
on to other activities. Some of its 
o nee-prominent leaders have fal¬ 
len away from the movement in 
political disputes with chairman 
Lech Walesa. 

Meanwhile, a new generation 
of workers, angry at long waits 
for apartments, a lifetime of mar¬ 
ket shortages and low Polish 
wages, has come to the fore. 
Many of them weren't active in 
the old Solidarity and have only a 
vague notion of what they want 
their new union to become. 

Months of talks between gov¬ 
ernment o fficials and union rep¬ 
resentatives resulted in agree¬ 
ments on trade union freedoms, 
economic reforms and political 
changes, including creation of the 
first freely elected legislative 
body in the East bloc. 

Solidarity now is built around a 
circle of old activists, with a 
sprinkling of new leaders who 
emerged during two waves of 
strikes in Poland last year. 

A national executive commit¬ 
tee, known by its Polish initials 
KKW, was created in October 
1987 and is composed of about 20 
members, representing various 
regions or constituencies. 
Chaired by Walesa, it convenes 
whenever a major decision is to 
be made. 

Besides its worker base, Soli¬ 
darity has a brain trust of intellec¬ 
tual advisers linked to toe former 
opposition group KOR, the com¬ 
mittee for the defense of workers. 

These figures, who played a 
major role in negotiations leading 
to the reinstatement of Solidarity, 
include historian Bronislaw 
Geremek, essayist Adam Mkh- 
nik, political theoretician J&cek 
Karon and journalist Tadensz 
Mazowiecki. 

The KKW essentially was jack¬ 
ed by Walesa from among activ¬ 
ists loyal to him. But a arde of. 
these leaders said in December 
they had formed a “working 


What is Solidarity? 


group” critical of Walesa’s lead¬ 
ership and his willingness to com¬ 
promise with authorities. 
Answering their calk for new 
union elections, Walesa has 
promised elections after Solidar¬ 
ity is legalised. 

Walesa has hinted he would 
like to relinquish Solidarity's 
leadership once toe union has 
been firmly re-established. Youn¬ 
ger union leaders like Zbigniew 
Bujak of Warsaw, Wladyslaw 
Frasyniuk of Wroclaw or Miec- 
zyslaw GQ of the Nowa Huta 
steel mill in Krakow are consi¬ 
dered likely successors,. 

No one, not even Solidarity, 
knows how many members it has 
nationwide. Bujak, at a public 
forum earlier this year, estimated 
the figure at about 1 million. 
Walesa told reporters that he 
expected it to grow to 5 million to 
7 million members. 

Union spokesman Wojciech 
MaziarsJri said the number of 
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factory Solidarity organisations 
was “growing all the time.” 

Walesa has said it will be up to 
tbe people who join Solidarity to 
decide how it mil be organised. 

The national executive com¬ 
mission is meeting Sunday, pre¬ 
sumably to draft plans for getting 
tbe organisation functioning 
smoothly as it moves from its 
underground existence. 

Tbe national headquarters, as 
in 1980-81, is expected to be in 
Gdansk, where tire union was 
born after widespread strikes in 
August 1980. 

On a factory level, Solidarity 
will be obliged by its agreement 
with authorities to cooperate with 
the official OPZZ trade onion 
during negotiations with manage¬ 
ment. But the union has made no 
commitment to cooperate on a 
regional or national level, some¬ 
thing that OPZZ chairman 
Alfred Mjodowicz has protested. 

Both unions say they expect to* 


compete with each oilier. Walesa 
said be would like to see even 
more competition, with perhaps a 
third major union eventually 
emerging. 

Solidarity has said it will sup¬ 
port independent candidates in 
elections planned for June, but 
mil not nominate candidates. 

Instead, Walesa inaugurated 
an advisory citizens committee 
last year, drawing together repre¬ 
sentatives of the mainstream 
opposition in Poland. The com¬ 
mittee will organise political 
‘opposition to the ruling Com¬ 
munist Party. 

With the introduction of freer 
elections and the prospect of 
opposition representation in toe 
■Seim and a new senate this year, 
Solidarity will be able to drop 
some of its previous responsibility 
as the main opposition force in 
Poland. That will enable it to 
frmetion solely as a trade union. 
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By Kathy Wilhelm 

The Associated Press 

BEIJING — Yang ling’s bands 
quivered as toe dissident tried to 
readjust to toe strangeness of just 
sitting in a coffee shop'and talk¬ 
ing. He had been released from 
prison three days earlier. 

‘Tm not used to it,” be said 
with a shy smile as he chain¬ 
smoked. • 

Yang, 42, was arrested April 8, 
1981, at a friend’s bouse discus¬ 
sing ways to stop officials from 
shotting down the April Fifth 
Forum — one of the most widely 
known underground journals of 
toe 1978-79 Democracy Wall 
Movement. 

He was accused of spying and 
sentenced to eight years at Beij¬ 
ing’s no. 1 prison, where for 10 
months be was confined to a 
2-metre-square cell. 

On Apnl 8, eight years later to 
the day, he returned to his family, 
including an 8-year-okl son born 
after his arrest. His wife had told 
toe youngster his father was on a 
research project at -the South 
Pole. 

It is a fractured family, Yang 
said on April 10. His father died 
in February and one brother has 
not forgiven him for being impris¬ 
oned and refused to come to his 
welcome-home dinner. 

Yang, in an interview with the 
Associated Press, said bis goal 
now is to rebuild his life without 
politics or controversy. Although 
he has completed his prison term, 
his political rights remain sus¬ 
pended for three years. 

“I will try to live quietly, 
maybe painting,” he said. “I want 
to take care of my health.” 

Yang said his muscles have 
wasted away and he lost at least 
10 pounds while in jail. His tan 
slacks and blue worker’s jacket, 
saved from before he went to 
prison, were loose on his slight 
frame. 

Yang left behind in the no. 1 
prison another editor of the April 
Fifth Forum, Xu Wenli, who was 
arrested two days after Yang and 
sentenced to LS years. Xn has 
been kept apart from most of the 
other prisoners and barred from 
having visitors since 1985. 

A third editor of toe monthly 
journal, Liu Qing, is scheduled to 
be released from a jail in north- 
central China in November. 

The group began publishing 
the April Fifth Forum in their 
homes daring toe Democracy 




Wall Movement, named after a 
wall in Beijing where hundreds of 
people put up posters in 1978-79 
railing for reform of the Com¬ 
munist Party's authoritarian rule. 

Senior leader Deng Xiaoping, 
then newly established in power 
and struggling with conservatives, 
initially gave the activists approv¬ 
al. But after consolidating power 
he halted the poster activity and 
police began arresting leaders of 
the movement. 

“I think the country needed” 
Democracy Wall, Yang said. “I 
think toe magazine really made a 
contribution. Although we were 
arrested, step by step many of our 
demands were later adopted by 
the authorities. 

“For example, we suggested 
people have the right to informa¬ 
tion about government and toe 
economy, the right of supervi¬ 
sion. To some degree this is being 
carried out. Of course it is lacking 
in many ways, but thing s are 
going in the right direction.” 

More than two dozen Demo¬ 
cracy Wall activists remain in 
prison, with several due for re¬ 
lease In the next two years. 

More than 100 intellectuals in 
China, 24,000 people in Hong' 
King and hundreds of Chinese in 
Taiwan and the United' States 
have signed petitions in the past' 
two months calling for an amnes¬ 
ty for ail political prisoners. 

In 1982, Yang was caught slip¬ 
ping a note to a fellow prisoner 
and was placed for 10 months in a 
special cell called “the little num¬ 
ber" because it was only 2 metres 
long and 2 metres wide with toe 
light always on, Yang said. 

He said he kept track of toe 
passage of days because guards 
gave him the official party news¬ 
paper, toe People’s Daily. 

Beginning in 1987 treatment 
improved, he said. Life settled 
into a quiet routine in which he 
worked in a plastic sandals fac¬ 
tory and tried to spend little time' 
thinking about freedom. 

He was allowed to leave the 
prison twice this year — to see his 
dying father in the hospital and to 
attend the funeral. His wife could 
visit him occasionally. 

Since his release Yang spent 
most of the time in the Willy’s 
two-room home on a narrow alley 
in western Beijing. But his youn¬ 
ger brother gave him tickets to a 
movie. 

“It turned out to be about spies 
and jail and how to escape from 
jail,” Yang said with a wide grin. 
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VlsIteddalrdeM. 
Moubarak A Amman 

Le prudent ^tien Hoau 
Moubarak s’est wrfprffmn mer- 
cndi apris-midi avec le roi 
Hussein avant le depart de ce 
dernier, hmdi prochain, poor 
les Etats-Unis. Les deux chefs 
d*Etat souchaitaient faire le 
point sor la rencontre d’Hosni 
Moubarak et du president 
amfiricam George Bush, le 3 
avril dernier k Washington, 
pour coordonner leors por¬ 
tions respectives vis-fi-vis du 
processus de paix an Proche- 
Orient. Comme le p residen t 
Moubarak, le roi Hussein 
soutiendra vraisemblabl em cnt 
le dialogue entam€ par Tadmi- 
nistration amdricaine aveec 
i’OLP, lors de sa visile offidd- 
le k la Maison Blanche. ’ 


a: 

i* 


J 


Premiere bourse 
Michel Seurat 

La premiere «bourse Micbel 
Seurat*, cr66e & la mdmoire du 
cfaercheur frangais mort lors de sa 
detention au Liban, vient d’etre 
attribute & Claude Guyomarch, 
etudiant frangais k 1’Institut 
deludes polidques de Paris. 
Cr66e par le Centre national de la 
recherche stientifique, la bourse, 
d’un montant de 100.000 francs 
(environ 16.000 dollars) rdcom 
pense un jeune chercbeur fran¬ 
gais on ressortissant d’un pays du 
Proche-Orient dont la recherche 
contribue «a promouvotr la con- 
naissance xdciproqne entre la 
soctete frangaise et le monde 
arabe*. 

Accident d’un Fokker27 
en France: aucun 
survivant 

Un Fokker 27 de la compagnie 
frangaise Europe Aedro Service 
(AES) reliant Paris k Valence 
s’est 6cras6 lundi soir au dessus 
du plateau du Vercors, dans le 
su-est de la France. L'avion trans- 
portait 22 passages dont frois 
enfants et trois membres d’dquip- 
age. 11s ont tous trouv6 la mort 
dans cet acddent dont les causes 
restent inconnues. 

R iposte aux «Versets 
sataniques» 

Un professenr indien musul- 
nmo, enseignant ITsiam, a public 
jeudl dernier un llvre, qu'il 
souhaite vendre dans le monde 
enu'er pour riposter au roman 
controversy de Salman Rushdie, 
■Les Versets sataniqnes*. M. 
Majid Ah Khan a prfesenti son 
livre. intitute «Les Versets sao- 
rds», au couis d’one cdrymonie, 
en presence des ministres in die ns, 
de diplomates de pays islamiques 
et de cbefs de la resistance 
afghane, instaJlds k New-DelW. 
L'auteur a d6dar6 vouloir vendre 
son livre k prix rfiduit aux orga¬ 
nisations islamiques,'aconditi on 
qu'eiles le dzstnouentpourmener* 
une campagne centre l'ouvrage 
de I'ycrivain britanique Salman 
Rushdie. 

Chypre et Syrie sans visa 

Les Chyprfcrtes stmt dysormais 
dispensfe d’un visa pr£abble pour 
entnr en Syrie et les Syrians pour 
se rendre k Chypre. Cette deci¬ 
sion a ay arrytye par les ministres 
de rintyrieur des deux pays, 
MM. Mohammad Harba (Syrie) 
et Christodoulos Veniamin 
(Chypre), lors d’une recente vi¬ 
sile de ce dernier k Dam as. L’ac- 
cord pryvoit que les ressortissants 
des deux pays obdendront un visa 
en se presen tarn aux services 
d’iramigration a leur arrivye k 
I’un des posfes frontteres. 

La France envoie 30 
tonnes de nourrlture A 
Djibouti 

La France a envoys hmdi par 
avion 30 tonnes de noarriture k 
Djibouti, sinistrte par les inonda- 
tions provoquyes.par des pluies 
incessantes. Repondant k la de¬ 
mande des autoritys djiboutien- 
nes, la France a inis en place, dfcs 
dixnaoche, un dispositif cTaide 
d’urgcnce: envoi de 20 moto- 
pompes, de vivres, de rentes et de 
couvertures, ainsi qu'un dyvehe¬ 
ment de 21 marins et sapeurs 
pompiers. Pour ryduire sans de- 
laiste niveau des eaux, la vtlle de 
Djibouti a divi&ye en quatre 
secteurs, permetrant, pax le 
creusexnent de canaux approp- 
riys, de faciliter I'accfes aux points 
viiaux de la vilte, en particulier a 
,1’bdpifal.; 

La montre la plusch&re 
du monde 

La moutre -Calibre 89* de 
I’hortegergcsievohPatekPhffippe 
a ete adjugle aux eneberes poor hi 
somme record de 4,5 millions de 
francs suis&es (2,725 millions de 
dollars). L*acqu6Kuc de cette 
moatre unique, qui passait pour 
la premiere fois en vente, est un 
Sod-Amyricam. la «Cafibre 89*. 
dont la conception et fa r6aHsa- 
doo out necessity 9 amde travail, 
comprend 1738 piices et offre 33 
fonettoflsdiffcrenKS; dont te jour 
de pgques et une carte cfhiSle 
petmettant de d&tinguer 2800 
ctoifes. 


Arriv6e des navires frangais au Liban 

Feu vert 
de Salim Hoss 


Le gouveffnaneni pro-syrien de 
Snfim Hoss a fmatement aneptf 
mertredi soir Vaccostage des deux 
bfitimens firangats charges d’trne 

nrfaaim h nrnanitain * |W f ihflH 

L’accord est intervenii qndques 
hoires apr& 1’intervention directe 
do president Frangois Mitter¬ 
rand. Le.chef de l*Etat firangus a 
solenaeliement ryaffirml que 

l’aidede l’Hexagone 6tak destinfe 
k **tm S les lihanah ** 

Le navire-hApital “La Ranee” 
et le p6trolier “Penhors,’* chaigys 
pax la France d’une mission 
humarritaire an liban devaient 
accoster hler soir dans le port de 
Beyrouth. Jusqu’au mili eu de 
l’aprys-midi, la situation semblah 
devoir tester blomtee, mi raison 
des mises en garde adressdes par 
la Syrie et le gouvemement Hoss 
aux deux bStiments, s’ils ten- 
taient d’eutrer dans le secteur 
chr6tien de la capitale libanaise. 

Repondant aux accusations des 
allids de Damas, qui estimaient 
que la France dimontrait dans 
cette opyration sa “partiality'’ cn 
faveur de la communauty chr6- 
tienne. Frangois Mitterrand a 
dddary que Paris “est et vent 
demeuxer l’ami de tous les Liba- 
nais, quelle que soit leur confes¬ 
sion ou leur communauty”. Des 
propos bieo accneillis par le lead¬ 
er musulman, qui s’est dit satisfait 
ds assurances donn6es par le chef 
de J’Etat frangais. 

Le “malentendu” entre Salim 
Hoss et Paris s'dtait fait jour d£s 
rappareillage des deux navires, 
vendredi dernier. Trois jours plus 
tard, son cabinet acoentnait sa 
pression en soulignant dans un 
communique les “dangers” d’une 
telle entreprise, “dont le moindre 
serait de conduire k one degrada¬ 
tion d’une situation relativement 
cal me.” L’avertissement devait 
etrc ponctu pen apr6s de tirs 
d’obus en direction du* littoral 
chrytien et du port de Beyrouth 
oh etaient attendus les navires 
frangais. 

Dypfichy sur place des march. 


le secretaire d*Etat k l’aide huma- 
uhaire, Bernard Kouchner, de¬ 
vait jencontrer Salim Hosse et 
son rival chretien, le general 
Aotm. Reccmnaissant k la fin de 
ces entrevues, qu’un “bon nom- 
bre" de points concrets entra- 
vaient J’arriv6e de 1’aide fran¬ 
gaise, M. Kouchner devait 
announcer rimmobDisation des 
deux batunents. 

Dans le m&me temps. Paris 
renouveiait sa confiance dans les 
efforts de la Ligue arabe poor 
relancer le dialogue entre les par¬ 
ties libanaises en conflict. Con- 
fiance ygalement nrise en doute 
par les Syriens et Jeurs allies de 
Beyrouth. 

La semainc deiniyre, le minis- 
tre frangais des affaires 
ytrangferes, Roland Dumas, avait 
r6it6re la demande frangaise de 
“retrait des troapes non iiba- 
naises”, du Liban. Cette politi¬ 
que, qui ycarte pour Theme l’hy- 
pothese d’une internationalisa¬ 
tion. de la solution du conflit, 
arrive A point nonund pour dd- 
jouer les reactions syrieones. La 
presse de Damas a, en effet 
accusd la France de “mener une 
campagne falladeuse, hostile k 
la Syrie” et estim que Paris “de- 
vrait tirer les ensmgnements de 
I’affaire des forces multina- 
tkmales” au Liban. “L’affaire” 
en question remonte au 23 
octobre 1983, jour oh un camion 
bound d’explosifs avait percuty 
Timmeuble du contingent fran¬ 
gais de la force multinationale au 
Liban, k Beyrouth ouest, causant 
la moit de 58 parachutistes. 

La France joue done la carte de 
la Ligue arabe, et n'envisage la 
saisine du Conseil de sdcurity de 
I’ONU qu'en cas d’dchec des 
ddmardies idgionales. Ddmar- 
cfaes qui ont repris dds hier avec 
la rdunion du Comity des bons 
offices de la Ligue arabe, k 
Koweit. Ce comity comprend 
notamment une ddiygation du 
Front Hbanais, qui regroupe les 
dirigeants politiqces du “camp 
chidden.” (D'apres agences). 


FMI 

Nouveau credit pour Amman 


Amman et le FMI dorvent si - 
ger dans les prochains jours un 
protocole qui mettra on terme aux 
nygodathms entamdes le 28 mars. 
La Jordanie semble avoir obtenu 
gain de cause sur les principals 
points jfrwfiys; le FMI ajpproove le 
priridpe d r on rfehdonnwbnit de 
la dette extdrienre (estimde k 6 JS 
milliards de dollars), et accorde k 
la Jordanie on erdrfit poor I’aider 
k s’acqnitter de ses engagements 
financiers. 

Amman espdrait obtenir un 
pret de 150 millions de dollars, 
mais le montant exact du erddit 
consent! n’a pas encore dtd rendu 
public. En contrepartie de cette 
double assistance, la Jordanie de- 
vre dquflibrer en cinq ans. sa 
balance des paiements, qui a en- 
regjstrd un «ddfidt» de 200 mil¬ 
lions de collars en 1988. Pour ce 
faire, le pays doit ddvelopper ses 
ressources et notamment des ex¬ 
portations. 

En revanche, le FMI n’a exigd 


ni nouvelle devaluation du dinar 
Jordanien, ni arrdt des subven¬ 
tions a ox produits alimentaires de 
premiere n'cessitd, indique-r-on 
dans les milieux financiers jorda- 
niens. Le FMI.a estimd «rdaliste 
et CQnyenable» lc taux; actuel du , 
dinar (0,54 DJ pour un dollar) etj 
a qoalifid de «judideuse» la poli¬ 
tique de reduction des ddpenses 
qui nycessiterait cependant «un 
surplus de mesures visant k une 
plus grande compression des 
dypenses». 

Paraltelement. Amman vient 
d’obtenir un nouveau pr£t de 2,75 
millions de dollars, dans la cadre 
du troisteme protocole financier 
CEE-Jordanie entry en vigueur 
en fovrier 1988. Ce credit est 
destiny aux investissemeots de 
petite et moyenne dimensions, 
ryaGsyes par des collectivitys 
locales. La Ban que europyenne 
d'mvestissement a consent! ‘ le 
prSt sur 15 ans, k un taux de 
6,2%. (D'apres agencies). 


Le depart de I’ambassadeur de France 

«Une experience tres positive** 


Ambassndenr de France ee Jordanie depnis jmn 1985, M. Patrick 
Leckreq vient d’etre nommy directenr du (Upartement Afrique du 
Nord et Moyen-Orient an ministfere des Affaires ytrangferes k Paris. 
Avant son depart poor la France, le 16 avrfl, fl fvoqne pour Le 
Jburdam son s£joar dans le royanme hachcmife. 


Le Joudam: Qoelte appreciation 
portez-vous sur votre experience 
diplomatique en Jordanie? 

Patrick Ledercq: Tres positive. 
La Jordanie offre aux diplomates 
un accfes facile aux plus hauts 
responsables de 1’EtaL Cette par¬ 
ticularity pennet d’entretenir un 
dialogue soutenu et intyressant. 
D’aussi dtroites relations se ryvb- 
lent beaucoup moins yvidentes 
dans d’autres pays de la region. 
L’ambassade de France bynracie 
ygalement de i’excellente com- 
prdhensioD mntuelle entre Paris 
et Amman. 

LJL: Les Bens entre la France et 
la Jordanie se sont-Bs resserrfs, 
selon voos? ’ 

P.L.: Cest tres net. Depuis quel- 
ques annfies, les contacts directs 
mitre le roi Hussein et le presi¬ 
dent de la Rypubfique, Frangois 
Mitterrand, se sont multiplies. 
Nous ressentons tres dairement 
cette volonty jordanienne de dia¬ 
logue k Amman, notamment sur 
la question paJestinienne. 

L. J.: L’lntifada, la perde diplo¬ 
matique de I’OLP et la rupture 
des liens miminitf i ntifii et juridt- 
qnes entre le royaume et la CSqor- 
danies y ont-Os contribny? 

P. L.: D s’agit de trois dvyne- 
ments majeure pour 1’approcbe 
de la question palesdenne et pour 
le rdglement du conflict israyio- 
arabe. Us ont modifiy les termes 


Reunion du CCA 

Mise en place 


Les premiere ministres des 
quatre pays membres du Con¬ 
seil de coopyration arabe 
(CCA) sont idunis depuis lundi 
k Bagdad, pour leur premiere 
stance de travail depuis la 
cryation du CCA, le 16 fyvrier 
dernier, en Irak. 

Les chefs de gouvemement 
irakien, egyptien, jordanien et 
yymenite du nord consacrent 
cette rencontre inaugurate k 
I’examen des projfts.du.pm- 
seiJ.idegoopy^tjoi^^be.xl^j.-: 
structures de 1’organisation et k 
la nomination du secr6taire 
gynfiral. Le si^ge permanent 
dn secrytariat gynyral sera 
Amman. Le poste in combe ra 
vraisemblablement it une per- 
sonnality dgyptienne dont 
l’identity ne sera revetee que 
lors du sommet du Caire, en 
mai proclain. 

Les premiers ministres se 
sont mis au travail hudi aprds- 
midi avec plusieurs projets de 
lois k 1’ordre du jour. L’lrak a 
pr6sent6 deux nouvea ux textes 
sur la coopyration dans le 
domaine de la security d’une 
part, et de Ja politique d’autre 
part. 


de ces probtemes dans un sens 
beaucoup plus positif. La France 
et plus gyn£raJement l’Europe, 
Font d’aiUeurs soulign6, en indi¬ 
quant k la communauty Interna¬ 
tionale qu’il y avait li une chance 
k saisir. 

L. J.: Quel rdfe y joue la Jor- 
danSe ? 

P. L.: Un r61e tres actif, qu'illus- 
tre la grande activity ctiplomati- 
que dSvelopp6e par le roi Hus¬ 
sein, notamment pour renforcer 
la solidarity arabe. La Jordanie 
fait des efforts importants pour 
amener la Syrie et llrak, ou 
encore la Syrie et le Liban. au 
dialogue. N’oubliez pas que e’est 
k Amman que s'est tenu en 
novembre 1987 un sommet 
rSunissant tous les pays arabes, 
pour la premiere fois depuis plu- 
sieurs annees. 

L J.: La ritnatiw* de la Jordanie, 
au confluent des conflits du 
Proche-Orient, fait-ede de ce pays 
zm boo observatoire de la rf^oo? 

P. L.: Certainement. Les posi¬ 
tions g6ographique et politique 
de la Jordanie m’ont mis en me- 
sure d’etre inform6 au delk du 
cadre m£me de ce pays. Cette 
situation priviiygide permet 
d’avoir one vue gyndrale des. 
choses. Le fait que je sois appete 
dysormais k exercer des responsa- 
bflitds pour f’ensembie de la re¬ 
gion n’y est sans doute pas 
ytranger. 

L. J.: Quel est votre sentiment sur 
les ychanges cttHureb entre Ja 
France et la Jordanie? 

P. L.: Us ont yty et resteut bons. 
Voyez, par exemple, la coopyra¬ 
tion arctiyologique. Depuis une 
dizaine cTann6es, notre Tngtitut 
d’arch6ologie au Ptocbe-Orient, 
base a Beyrouth, maintient une 
antenne k Amman.La presence 
permanente de chercheure fran- 



M. Patrick Ledercq 

gais et la frequence des missions 
temporaires alimentent un 
courant d’yehanges tout & fait 
remarquables. La r6cente in¬ 
stallation du Centre d’dtudes et 
de recberches sur ie Moyen- 
Orient contemporain k Amman 
laisse pr6sager un renforcement 
de la cooperation sdentifique et 
inteUectueUe entre les deux pays. 
Le centre cultural frangais est 
ygalement tr&s actif. 

L. J.: Et la francopbonie? 

P. L.: Nous sommes presents k la 
television, dans les universitys, 
les ycoles priv6es, oD environ 
15,000 jeunes Jordamens appren- 
nent le frangais. Le principal 
obstacle au dyveloppement de la 
francophonie demeure notre abs¬ 
ence des ycoles pubtiques. Obsta¬ 
cle que permettra peut-Stre de: 
frandnr dfes la rentr6e prochaine 
la premiyre promotion d’ytu- 
diants en frangais, form6s par la 
faculty et destinys k I’enseigne- 
ment. 

L. J.: Qnd$ souvenirs gar der e z- 
vons de la Jordanie? 

P. L.: D’abord ie souvenir d'un 
pays accueillant et attach ant. 
Celiri, ensuite, de superbes pays- 
ages et d’un patrimoine trfes 
riche, que ni mon ipouse ni moi 
ne sommes prets d’onblier. 

Propos recoolUs 
par Alain Renon. 


Les propositions de M. Shamir aux USA 

Non categorique de FOLP 


L’OLP a rejete dfes vendredi 
dernier par ia voix de Yasser 
Ax^faf.fans.hmdi, aq«JJiptenn6- 
dteked’un porte-pan^ie^qfticid k 
Tunis, les propositions d’Itzhak 
S hamir en foveur d’Hectkms dans 
les territoires occupfe, snbordon- 
n6es k I’arrtt du sooliTement 
palestinien. 

Le leader de 1'Organisation de 
liberation de la Palestine a qual¬ 
ify la declaration du premier 
ministre israeiien, jeudi k 
Washington, de “propos displa¬ 
ces.” Yasser Arafat a ryaffinny 
que “jusqu’& la victoire finale, le 
souiyvement des populations de 
Gaza et de Cisjordaxiie se pour- 1 
suivrait pa 1‘Intifada.” 

Un reprysentant offiriel de 
l’OLP k Tunis a estimy en debut 
de semaine que “le plan Shamir 


[n'ytait] qu’une rdydition du pro- 
jet; d’Autonqmie administrative 
de^ gqootds de Camp D^yid.” D a 
ygalement rappeiy que ilorganisa- 
tion paJestinienne avait toujours 
ytd opposye k tout scrutin “a 
l’ombre- de 1’occupation 
israyiienne”. 

Dans les territoires occupfe, les 
reactions palestiniennes out 6t6 
ygalement nygatives. les jour- 
naux arabes d6non^mt depuis 
vendredi toute tentative de mise 
sur la touche de 1’OLP. Malgr6 Ie 
soutien appuyd des Etats-Unis au 
premier ministre isradlien, la 
presse palestmienne souhgne que 
la diplomatic arabe doit pour- 
suivre son effort en faveur d’une 
confyrence interaationale de paix 
au Proche-Orient. 

(D’apres agences). 


Cent ans apres son inauguration a Paris 


La tour Eiffel s’empare d’Amman 


Paris (ete ce, prm temps le cm- 
tenairede la tour Eiffel. Fierty des 
Parisfens, la «vteaDe dame de fer», 
qui attend cette anitee dnq mfl- 
Ihms de risHetirs, a fait des petits. 
Des petits qtd Benrisseot sur les 
toils des immeubtes et des viDas 
d’Amman, depuis qu’un 
amoureux du plus c6d>re monu¬ 
ment de France a diode de s’en 
faire co n s tnii re une r^pBque pour 
prater son antenne de tytevirion. 

II y a la vraie, qui du haut de 
ses 278 my ires, a attird en tin' 
stecle plus de 125 millions de 
visiteure. II y a les minuscules, 
pendues au bout du porte-ciys 
souvenir, qui ont envahi les 
boutiques ndquentdes par les 
cohortes de touristes, k Paris et 
aiiJeurs. Qui pouvait imaginer, fl 
y a vingt ans, qu’entre le gigan- 
tisme de ia premidre et ses mil- 
Tioos de reproductions miniatures 
viendrait se giisser, k Amman, 
une giniration spontanie de 
tours Eiffel, voudes au tube 
cathodique? 

Personae. Pas meme Nadin S. 
Al-Dajani, qui fit installer un 
jour de 1966 une antenne, mod- 
dle «vieiile dame de fcr>, sur Ie 
toh de sa ville, a deux pas du 
quatridme cerde. «A rdpoque, la 
tdldviskm jordanienne n’eristait 
pas encore, explique-t-il. Pour 
capter les pro^ammes dgyptiens, 
syriens, libanms, ou meme israd- 
liens, j’avais besoin d’une struc¬ 
ture dlevde et trds solide*. 

Son amour du petit dcran, 
doubld de sa passion pour Paris, 
oft son metier d’agent commercial 
dTBM l'a souvent cooduii,. om 
fait le reste. Une photo de la tour 
Eiffel en poebe, i! s’est rendu k 
Naour oh con n aissait un artisan 
ferronier. «Je lui ai demandd de 
me fabriquer une antenne dYuie 
vingtaine de rodtres qui ressemble 
au cSchy, e’est tout*. Le rfsultat 



Abdullah Jemal et son modBe (en haul k gauche). La tour Eiffel, version jordanienne (en has & gauche) 
et version originate {& droite). 


trdne depuis vingt trois ans sur la 
terrasse supdrieure de sa de¬ 
meure. 

Ainsi est nde la tour* Eiffel, 
made in Jordan. Contrairement i 
son ancetre frangaise, dont 
l’inauguration discrete le 31 mais 
1889 dddencha les foudres des 
intellectuels (1), rinnovation de 
M. Al-Dajani fit runaninutd pour 
eRe. Dans les nouveaux quartiers 
de Djebel Amman et de Sbmeisa- 
ni, en plein bourn immobilier, on 
sc mit k constniire tour sur tour 
dds le debut des anodes soixante- 
<fix. 

•Les habitants (TAmman se 


sont rads sur cette nouveautd, se 
souvient un propridtaire de 
Shmeisani. En queiques mo is, 
quatre ou dnq de me$ voians en 
avaient achette one... La mietme 
n’a dtd installde cju’en 1978*. Le 
•syndrome effdben» n’ a pas 
epargne les families modestes. 
Beaucoup se sont saigndes aux 
quatre veincs pour s’offrir une 
structure mdtallique dont le prix 
avoisme aajourd’hui les 7 00 di¬ 
nars. «Elies sont d’ailleurs sou¬ 
vent plus ressemblantes que Ia 
nnenne», sourit le «pionnier», en 
contemplant celle de son voisin- 
de 1’autre cote de 2a rue. 


•Leur nombre est impossible k 
chiffrer, soullgne le Dr Rafi 
Omar, de la Chambre de com¬ 
merce. n y a, a Amman, une 
multitude de petitis ateliers qui 
travaillent le fer et auxquels les 
gens s’adressent directement. A 
defaut de se ddvelopper en une 
veritable Industrie, ia construc¬ 
tion de ces antennes est parfois 
devenue 1’une des spdrialhds de 
certains artisans, au meme litre 
que les balangoires pour enfants 
ou les balcons en fer forgd. 

•Porte du Paradis* 

Ainsi des trois frdres Jemal, 


instafids k Djebel Hussein et qui 
se sont prdcipitys dans le cryneau 
tour Eiffel, fl y a une dizaine 
cfamides. Dans leur boutique, 
qui emploie une quinzame d’ouv- 
riere, iis prysement mfcme k leur 
clientele un raoddle, rignd Al- 
Ramellah Al-Lede, da nom de 
leur petite entreprise. Un moddle 
maison, toujours aussi fiddle aux 
lignes dlancdes de la tour Eiffel 
mais qui, jordanisd, s’appelle 
ddsormais «Porte du Paradis*. 

•La construction d’une anten- 
ne me demande deux semaines, 
explique Abdullah Jemal, qui 
s’est entidrement spddab'sd dans 
tear fabrication. Le pins souvent, 
elles font douze metres de haut et 
pdsent moins d’une tonne. Le 
premiere fois, on m’a apportd 
une photo de la tour parisieaiie. 
Depuis, j’ai le plan la*, poursuit- 
il en pointant un index sur son 
front. 

Abdullah Jemal reconnait 
cependant que Vkge d’or des 
structures metalliques ddcora- 
tives appartient ddjd au passd. 
•En 1988, j’ai construit dix anten¬ 
nes. Mais les gens ont moins 
d’argent et depuis le ddbut de 
l’annde, je n’ai enregjstrd qu’une 
seule commande*. Du coup, les 
longs tubes d’acier reprennent le 
dessus. «Jusqu’an jonr ofl, peut- 
Stre, sera lancde la mode des 
portes de garages et des porches 
d’entrde de rdsidences en forme 
d’Arc de Triomphe*, plaisante-t- 
il, ddja prfit k se mettre & la tSche. 

Alain Renon. 

(1) Panni eux figuraii le romancier 
Alexandre Damas. qui signa une peti¬ 
tion •protestant contre cette chemi- 
nie vertigincuscmeni ridicule A la 
ghrire du vandalisms des entreprises 
iodusirieUes*. Les monarchies euro- 
ptennes s'6murent tout autant. 
volant dans la tour Eiffel une ^pro¬ 
vocation rdpublicaine*. 


PARENTHESE 


Un berger ^gocentrique 

J’ai entendu le chant d’un berger 
Je suis le fils du soleil, 

Je suis oragpi je suis marin, 

Je suis le chant des cigales, les tannes des podtes, 

Je suis le gardien de la ville, 

Je snis.un trembleroent de lerre, 

Je suis terre et lumiere, rSve des paimiers du ddsert, 

Je suis une blessure amere, 

Je suis la nuit noire qui foil naltre les aurores roses, 

Je suis les chemins qui ne mdnent nulle part. 

Je suis, moi, la joie d’une tune ddhappye des images. 

Le berger avait alors abandonn6 son troupeau, marchant seuJ 
dans la forgt noire. 

Faigal AJ-Zoraigat 

Voos aussi, voos £crivez? Le Jourdain recherche des coQabor- 
ateurs en freelance. U&s originates d’enqnStes et de reportages, 
p66sies ... Contacter Alain Renon, Jordan Times, 667171. 


SORTIR 


Ramadan: vive la nuit 



Sonrire aux ttvres, cigarette dans one main, shawarma ou glace k 
Vitatienne dans I’aotre, les habitants d'Amman envahis&enl chaque 
soir les rues de la ville. En frunille, en bandes ou seuls. Dds 19h30, 
Iftar, le repas du soir. avaiy, e’est I’beure Ide la promende et du 
iycfae-vitrine qui commence. Pendant le Ramadan, Amman vit la 
nuit. Quartiers les plus animys: Djebel Hussein et, bien sur, la Ville 
Basse. Tout auiour du cerde Firaz, les boutiques et les cafes sont 
ouverts jusqu’k minuit. Sur la place Hashemi, vdiitable Agora d’une 
mois pas comme les autres, on marche en discutant. Un groupe se 
forme autour d’un joueur de flilte, quelqu’un esquisse un pas de 
danse et la soirde devient f£te. De quoi vous donner envie de vivre le 
Ramadan toute Fannye... 


FIGURE 


Aux sources de la peinture 



ff du pinraau. AI’instar de nos 
loin tains anc&tres de b Prfliis- 
toire, Jean-Frangms Noble prtco- 
nise b pemtnre k b main. S’ins- 
pirant de leurs techniques pictur- 
ales, fl impr^gne ses dfoigts et ses 
paumes de couleurs. La main, k 
la fois palette et pinceau, sillone 
la toile, laissant empreintes et 
traces comme autant de pre¬ 
sences enchevytrdes. Ses tableaux 
mbleut figuratif, abstraction ... et 
gjgantisme, offrant k celui qui les 
oteerve le choix de rinterpr6ta- 
tion. 

S’fl puise une partde de son 
inspiration dans ce retour aux 
sources de la peinture, Jean- 
Frangois Noble ne se coupe 
cependant pas des preoccupa¬ 
tions contemporaines. II a simple- 
ment choisi de les exprimer dans 


A L AFFICHE 


CINEMA 

La belle 6quipe 

De Julieo Duvivier, avec Jean 
Gabin, Vhaaane Romance, Charles 
Vannel et Raymond Cordy (1936). 
Un petit groupe d’ouvriers, vicrimes 
du ch6mage dans les annees 30, 
affrontent les difBcnltys de la vie 
quotidienne. D6soeuvres maw amis 
inseparables, Qs tentent leur chance k 
la loterie nationale... et dfcrochent le 
gros lot. Une somme farmineuse 
qu’ils did dent d'investir Hans une 
guinguettc... 

CCP.tafxH 17 anti 4 28h30 (eu frangais, 
sou-tBn en arabe). 

Cine-club 

En raisra du Ramadan, le cm£-dnb 
ne propose qne deux stances, respec- 
tivement k 20b00 et 2Ih30. Tous les 
Hms projetts cette semaine ont a£ 
primes aux Oscars. 

Le 13: A fish called Wanda etThe last 
emperor. 

Le 14: Who framed Rogger Rabbit et 
MOagro, bean field 
Le 15: The accused ct Gorillas in the 
mist 

Le 16: Mississipi learning et Working 
girl 

Le 17: Platoon et Children of a lesser 
God 

Le 18: Moon strike er Wallstreet 


un rapport direct entre ia peau, la 
gouache et le support. 

Prysentye pour la premiere fois 
en Jordanie, l’oeuvre de ce jeune 
peintre a ddja voyagd dans piu- 
sieurs pays europtens, notam¬ 
ment en Belgique et en Alle- 
magne federale. 

Parallfelement & cette exposi¬ 
tion, installde dans ies jardins du 
Haya Arts Centre, Jean-Franqois 
Noble animera un atelier pour les 
enfants de 6 a 11 ans, qu’il initiera 
& la peinture I la main. 

L’eaposition et 1’atetier seront 
ouverts au public du 19 au 27 avrfl 
indus. Jardins du Haya Arts Cen¬ 
tre, Tous les jours de 20h30 k 
23h00. Renseignements pour les 
inscriptions k l’atelier pour en¬ 
fants au CCF (Tel: 637009). 


Le 19: To kill a mocking bird et The ! 
machine - 

i 

FDms en venma ortginale. Tel: 603991. i 
Rome de rmtrarsilf, A dro&e apris rb&tel I 
■Hwn ta P pais p t -emkre 9 gnitbe, 300 m. ■ 

CONFERENCE 

Bible et histoire 

Reflexion et dfbat sur les origines 
de I’Enat Hdbreu, par Jea n-Michel • 

de Aarragon, docteuren histoire,. 

S rofesseur k l’Ecole Biblique de ^ 

£rusalem. 

CCF, hmdi 17 avrQ k l7h (en ftren^ais). ’ 

PEINTURE 


Retour aux sources 

Jean-Frangois Noble expose 
ses toiles, peintes k la main. (Voir 
article) d-dessus). 


TELEVISION 


vCoiargob*, dessm anime pour les ' 
enfants. (JTV), vendredi 14 avril it - 
-17h50). . 

•Pour que d’antres puissent vain- ■ 
ere*, telefilm de Jean-Daniel Simon. - 
En f£vrier 1944, quatre jeunes, qui ■ 
vivent dans la clandestine, se prdpa- ; 
rent k liWrer leurs amis de la Resist- " 
ance d'une prison allemande... (JTV, . 
vendredi 14 avril a 28hlO). j 
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Traditional medicine alive 
and well in Bangladesh 


Bangladesh, with the help of the World Health 
Organisation, has embarked on a crash program¬ 
me to extend health facilities through the traditional 
Unani and Ayurvedic systems of medicine. 


By Mostflfe Kama! MajHinder 


DHAKA — Faced with all the 
severe health problems of one of 
die world's poorest countries and 
recovering from two years’ devas¬ 
tating floods, Bangladesh opens a 
new graduate college of medicine 
in July. 

But the graduates won't be 
studying Western medicine. With 
support from the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), they will 
be learning die techniques of 
traditional Unani and Ayurvedic 
healing. 

In an attempt to reach the 
WHO's target of “Health foe all 
by the year 2000,** Bangladesh 
has embarked on a programme to 
reinvigorate Unani and Ayurve¬ 
dic medicines alongside the pre¬ 
sent public health care delivery 
system, which is based on West¬ 
ern medicine. 

According to die director of 
die project for the development 
of indigenous medicines. Colonel 
(retd) IshaqueHuq, the tradition- 
al_healers are already playing the 
key role in primary health care: 
they live and operate in the vil¬ 
lages, where 85 per cent of Bang¬ 
ladeshis live, bat where physi¬ 
cians educated in Western medi¬ 
cines don't want to go. 

The traditional medicines are 
very effective, Huq says. Many 
common ailments such as fever. 


diarrhoea, dysentery, piles, in¬ 
digestion, common colds, coughs, 
headaches, cuts and burn in¬ 
juries, can be tackled effectively 
at the Village level by the use of 
herbs without imported tech¬ 
nology. 

Now Ayurvedic and Unani 
medicines have been put under 
the national drug administration, 
and efforts are underway to im¬ 
pose quality and price control. 

So rar, 850 drug manufacturing 
licences for the traditional sys¬ 
tems have been issued. But quali¬ 
ty control has been difficult — 
because an individual item of 
medicine can have as many as 50 
ingredients, and different manu¬ 
facturers follow different formu¬ 
las according to different books. 

A standard national formula 
for the Unani and Ayurvedic 
system is being prepared by an 
expert committee with WHO 
assistance and this will make 
quality control easier. The gov¬ 
ernment has pledged to open a 
separate directorate under the 
Minis ter of Health and Family 
Pl anning to deal with the tradi¬ 
tional systems. 

Meanwhile, about 600 tradi¬ 
tional healers who have had no 
formal education or training have 
been given two-month crash 
courses to help them be more 
effective in their work. 

The graduate college will offer 


a six-year course including a one- 
year internship in an attached 
100-bed hospital; 50 students will 
be trained in Ayurvedic, and 50 
in Unani medicine. The course 
curricula have beat finalised and 
10 specially trained teachers 
appointed — who now await the 
government signal to begin 
admission procedures. 

The two traditional systems have 
been popular for centuries 
throughout Bangladesh — espe¬ 
cially in the rural areas where 
Western medicines were unavail¬ 
able until recently. 

Long neglect and official patron¬ 
age for Western medicine forced 
the traditional systems into de¬ 
cline. The tystems also suffered 
two major historical setbacks: the 
partition of India, and later die 
separation of Bangladesh horn 
West Pakistan. 

After die 1947 partition of India 
most of the qualified Ayurvedic 
physicians left Bangladesh (then 
called East Pakistan). The kitch¬ 
en g ardens of essential medicinal 
plants that they had individually 
maintained were lost with them. 
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The seoond setback came dur- 
; the 1971 war of independence 
rich created Bangladesh: 
Jogesh Chandra Ghosc, the soul 
behind the country's biggest 
Ayurvedic pharmacy — the 
Sadhana Aoshadhalaya — was 
killed, and the owner-managers 
of the biggest Unani medicine 
manufacturers — Hamdard 
Dawakhana — left for Pakistan. 
Before 1971, the Sadhana Au- 
shadhalaya pharmacy had even 
exported medicine. 


Under the new 
Huq says, one old 
college — which produced only 
secondary-level diplomas — is to 
be redeveloped, and three more 
higher secondary level Unani and 
Ayurvedic colleges are to be 
established at Chittagong, Khul¬ 
na and Rajshahi. The govern¬ 
ment is also supporting 10 other 
privately run colleges. 

. At present, there are about 700 
Unani and Ayurvedic physicians 
who have higher secondary level 
diplomas and 500 others trained 
by way of a short course. An 
estimated 30,000 healers are also 
practising in market-places, on 
trains, launches, steamftrs and 
buses. 

In comparison, about 12,000 
Western-style graduate doctors 
operate through half a 
specialised medical institutes, 
eight medical college hospitals, 
about 60 chstrict hospitals and 
about 450 health complexes at 
local levels under the public 
health care delivery system. 

But where will the traditi onal 
healers get continued supplies of 
the precious medicinal plants 
they need? Some 300 such plants 
out of about 500 identified so fax 
in the country are now in regular 
use, says Ahmed Mozharul Huq, 
the Chief Scientific Officer of foe 
Bangladesh National Herbarium. 

According to one estimate, he 
says, the 56 major Unani and 
Ayurvedic medicine manufactur¬ 
ers each year use about 408 ton¬ 
nes of fruits, seeds and tree bark, 
336 tonnes of shrubs, and 386 
tonnes of herbs. But the large 



medicine manufacturers do not 
have plantations of their own, 
and collect raw materials through 
agents or markets. 

Continued extraction of the 
medicinal plants from jungles 
without any effort ax planned 
cultivation and conservation has 


made about 25 species of plants 
so scarce that their collection 
from forests is do longer viable 
c ommerciall y, a pharmacist at the 
local Ayurvedic pharmacy says. 
Hence large-scale producers have 
started importing such plants — 
Pianos 


[Meeting Ms. 
Right 


By Andrew Persia 

Reuter 


ANCHORAGE — After Susie 
Carter's husband lost his job as 
an oilfield welder two years ago, 
the Anchorage couple found 
themselves working at multiple 
jobs to pay .their bills. 

One of them gave the Carters 
the idea that money could be 
made introducing lonely Alaskan ‘ 
mca- to-the rest of the world. 

To - survive in one of North 
America's most expensive cities, 
Dave Carter delivered pizzas, did 
bookkeeping and helped Susie 
tend the 10 children enrolled in' 
her at-home day care centre. 

It was there that their match-' 
making magazine Alaskamen was 
conceived. 

Each day, a stream of single 
fathers dropped off and picked up' 
their children. They were mostly 
young, mostly good-looking and. 
nearly all searching for “Ms. 
Right.” 

Taking a gamble with their life- 
sari ngs. the Carters created a 
quarterly magazine filled with 
photos and life stories, condensed 
into five paragraphs or less, of the 
available men. 

The formula worked. Wome. 
responded with thousands of let¬ 
ters and Alaskamen has produced 
numerous marriages. Susie Car¬ 
ter's father was married two 
months after appearing in the 
magazine. 

Circulation of Alaskamen grew 
17-fold in less than a year, and 
today the 100,000 copies normal¬ 
ly printed do not meet demand. 
Susie Carter says copies are sold 
in New York City for eight times 
the S5.95 cover price. 

“Women are calling me and 
complaining,” said the engaging, 
twice-married mother of nine, 
referring to the shortage. 

Alaskamen has a list of 150 
hopefuls waiting their turn for 
space in its pages, each eager to 
pose for a photograph — fully 
dressed — beside his small plane 
or canoe. They can wait for up to 
a year. 

Book and movie 
The Carters say they plan to 


publish similar versions of the 
magazine in every state and a half 
dozen countries. 

A book and a movie on the life 
of 46-year-old Susie are in the 
works. 

The couple dosed their day 
care centre last November as .the 
magazine’s circulation skyrock¬ 
eted. 

Life was not easy in the begin¬ 
ning. Susie Carter worked on the 
magazine until 2 a.m. seven days 
a week, badgering friends and 
relatives for the names of men to 
profile, lining up volunteers and' 
writing copy. 

The couple dedded to publish 
the magazine on glossy paper, to 
give it the look of a quality 
publication. That greatly in¬ 
creased the cost — in dollars for 
the initial modest run of 5,000 


copies. 

“We sank our entire life savings 
into it, about $30,000,” said Susie 
Carter. 

Gary Apperson, an Anchorage 
policeman whose story and photo 
appeared in the third issue, re¬ 
ceived 150 letters from around 
the United States. He also heard 
from women in Brazil and South 
Africa. 

Even after Apperson told his 
correspondents he bad become 
engaged—although not to one of 
them — half wrote back. He says 
he still writes regularly to 30 of 
the women. 

“They’re pen pals,” he said. 
"A lot of them are lonely and 
about half seem to be single 
mothers. A lot asked questions 
with a common theme — “what’s 
it like living in Alaska? Are gla¬ 
ciers really blue? What’s your 
(astrological) .sign?” 

Many of the women write: 
“This is the first time I’ve ever 
done anything like this.” 

Some send telephone numbers, 
others photos of themselves and 
their children. 

One wrote: “I’m sure not used 
to this single life. I was married 
10 years and been divorced nine 
months. It’s a very big change for 
me.” 

Such talk is music to the ears of 
Susie Carter. “I don’t like to see 
people unhappy,’” she says. 



Getting ready for Alaska! 



What will be next? 


Is Hollywood for sale? 


By John Horn 

The Associated Press 


HOLLYWOOD (AP) — Foreign 
investors are moving through tins 
town as though it were a giant 
swap meet, with Australia's Qin- 
tex Group offering $1 billion for 
united artists and Japan’s Sony 
Corp. browsing for a similar 
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ever before has overseas fas¬ 
cination in the entertainment in¬ 
dustry reached such a feverish 
level, as large and small studios, 
are now changing hands at .the 
rate of one a month. 

Sparked by the prospects of a 
deregulated European television' 


market, advances in entertain¬ 
ment technology worldwide and a 
favourable exchange rate, com¬ 
panies and investors from many 
countries are taking a keen in¬ 
terest in Hollywood. 

In addition to Friday's move by 
Qintex, British broadcaster tele¬ 
vision South PLC acquired televi¬ 
sion producer MTM enterprises 
for $310 million in July. 

Australian businessman Alan 
Saffron bought film producer 
Atlantic entertainment in De^. 
cember for an. ..undisclosed 
amount-.and Italian producers 
Gian carlo Panetti and Florio 
Fiorini have been grabbing up a 
variety of Hollywood properties 


The great longing 


The 



of Astoria 


ASTORIA — The third largest 
Greek city in the world in terms 
of population, after Athens and 
Thessaloniki, is Astoria: that dis¬ 
trict of New York, not far from 
the heart of Manhattan, which is 
the home of hundreds of 
thousands of Greek Americans. 

In 1927 there were only 17 
Greek families in Astoria, with 
five children attending the Greek 
school of St. Dimitries. Today 
Astoria is the largest Greek com¬ 
munity outside Greece. 

“Astoria offers something that 
you don't find anywhere eke: to 
be far from Greece and yet to feel 
that you are in a Greek village 
with its shops, churches, schools 
and theatres,” says Jenny Marke- 
tou in her epilogue, and this' 
consideration has guided her 
highly sensitive camera lens dur¬ 
ing her three years of peregrina¬ 
tions through Astoria’s streets, its 
Greek shops and bouses, its cour¬ 
tyards, tavern as, its graveyard 
and the religious and national 
celebrations of this teeming vil¬ 
lage, which remains resolutely 
Greek at heart. The result is tins 
fine album, which succeeds in 
giving a personal testimony on 
the life of the Greek immigrants. 

“The city here is Astoria in 
New York. But their way of 
thinking must be the same for 
Greeks wherever they are,” says 
Greece’s Minister of Culture, 
Melina Mercouri, in her fore¬ 
word, while a distinguished 
Greek American,, former Gov¬ 
ernor of Massachusetts and suitor 
for the Democratic candidacy for 
the Presidency in the 1988 elec¬ 
tions, Michael Dukakis, in his 
own foreword confirms the 
accuracy of the picture given by 
the photographs: “The brilliantly 
photographed scenes bring out 



the emotions, the hopes aod 
aspirations and the stark realities 
of day-to-day life... As the son of 
Greek immigrants I found in 
Astoria a deep appreciation of 
my own roots and heritage.” 

This picture of the day-to-day 
existence of a populous commun¬ 
ity, which in the not so distant 
past was uprooted from its natu¬ 
ral surroundings and is attemp¬ 
ting to acclimatise to a foreign 
culture, communicates on every 
page something deeply moving. 
One has constantly tne feeling of 
an incurable sense of something 
missed, which persists and taints 
in the midst of a wealth of mate¬ 
rial goods. What exactly it is that 
these people miss, what they long 
for and what is the object of their 
nostalgia is not easy to define. 


Below a lot of the photographs, 

though not as captions, are the 
words of various unnamed im¬ 
migrants. These form a testimony 
in parallel with the photographs, 
supplementing them in such a 
way as to produce a rounded 
whole. 

Here is one such extract, one 
which perhaps provides the key 
to an approach to the core of this 
book: 


“For me America is very nice. I 
adore it. I haven’t learnt English. 
It was a great mistake because I 
should have gone to school. But 
how could I go? I had five chil¬ 
dren and one miscarriage- Who'd 
look after the children for me? 
My husband was at work — 
sometimes he’d come home at 


midnight, sometimes at one 
o’clock. I didn’t even learn bow to 
drive a car, which was my wish. 

“I don’t know any Americans, 
only Greeks come in and out of 
my house. I missed a lot of things 
in my life, because I sacrificed 
myself for my children. Because I 
□ever spoke English to my chil¬ 
dren, so that they would learn 
Greek. And, even today. I speak 
to them in Greek.” 

After such a cri de coeur 
only one of many to be found in 
the laconic texts — the reader 
looks with a lump in the throat at 
the fragments of everyday life 
captured on film; even the lack of 
taste, the physical ugliness and 
the raucous kitsch fail to be repel¬ 
lent On the contrary, they attract 
because they are so human. 


in 1989, including mini-studios 
cannon group and new world 
pictures. 

For the past few days, Holly¬ 
wood has been abuzz with 
rumours that Sony Corp. was set 
to purchase entertainment con¬ 
glomerate MCA Inc., a deal that 
analysts say is worth about $5 
billion. While officials from both 
companies insist that no buyout is 
in the works, such a merger does 
make sense for the Japanese en¬ 
tertainment: hardware giant. • 

< Sony purchased CBS-rerords' 

hamr.of MichaetJacksonand- 
Bruce Springsteen — for more 
than $2 billion in 1988, and has 
made do secret that it wants to 
buy a film studio. 

“We’re looking at Hollywood 
because of our interest in video, 
precisely the same reason we 
looked at CBS records because of 
our interest in audio,” Sony Vice 
Chairman Michael Schuloff said 
recently. 

Even though the film industry 
is enjoying record profits overall, 
several studios are desperately in 
need of money. 

Although MCA b not one of 
them, a Sony purchase would give 
die Japanese enterprise not only 
premium film producer Universal 
Studios, but also a valuable film 
and television library, MCA re¬ 
cords. Universal Television, 
MCA home video, MCA’s grow¬ 
ing theme park franchise, a cable 
television unit, a publishing 
group, a concert and sports mer¬ 
chandising arm, and a 49 per cent 
share in movie theatre chain cine- 
plex Odeon. 

“(S ony) is probably looking for 
software to complement their 
hardware,” said Chris Jones, an 
entertainment analyst. “What 
buying is up to question. They 
could even just be interested in 
obtaining the Asian distribution 
rights.” 

Jeffrey Logsdon, director of 
Institutional Research for 
Crowell Weedon and Co., finan¬ 
cial firm, said recently that by 


buying a successful film produc¬ 
er, Sony and other foreign com¬ 
panies would be absolved from 
the responsibility of matching 
Hollywood expertise. 

“There are four parts to a 
successful movie studio,” Logs¬ 
don said. “You have to have 
creative talent. You’ve got to 
have production capabilities. 
You’ve got to have marketing 
and distribution clout. And then 
you’ve got to have finance. 
Wherever you go in the work!, 
people just don’t seem to be able ‘ 
■.to duplicate the first two parts 
that are inherent within U.S. 
studios. 


“So, rather than trying to go 
out and frying to reinvent the 
wheel yourself — and as long as 
American culture is going to be 
held out as some kind of world 
standard — I think there’s going 
to be an attractiveness to those 
assets," Logsdon said. 

MCA has quite a few assets. 

In 1982, Universal released die 
highest-grossing movie ever, 
“E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial,” and 
the film went on to set records at 
tiie nation's video stores in 1988. 
The company also reaped large 
profits from 1973’s “The Sting." 
1975’s “Jaws,” I985*s “Back To 
The Future,” and last year’s 
“Twins.” 

MCA records carries the popu¬ 
lar teen vocalist Tiffany, as well 
as the sultry star Sheena Easton 
and young soul anger Bobby 
Brown. 

In June 1988, a joint venture 
which is 20 per cent owned by 
MCA acquired the record com¬ 
pany assets of Motown Record 
Coro. 

Universal studios Hollywood 
was the nation’s fourth most 
popular theme park last year, 
drawing 4.2 million visitors. The 
$500 million Universal studios 
Florida is set to open in May 1990 
with a combination of behind-, 
the-scenes tours of movi emaking 
and thrill rides based on movies. 


“NOTICE” 

AQABA RAILWAY CORPORATION 


FOR PURCHASING (40) 
PHOSPHATE HOPPER 
WAGONS 

. TENDER NUMBER 1/89 

Aqaba Railway Corporation announces that it has made 
the deadline for accepting offers for tender number 1/89 
12 o’clock, Tuesday 6/6/89 instead of Wednesday 3/5/89. 


DIRECTOR GENERAL 
MARDI QATAMIN 
AQABA RAILWAY CORPORATION 
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Tel: 67742U 


BODY ROCK 

Starring 
Lorenzo Lamas 


PtfiufffUflcc' 3-JO, 8JO, 10-30 p.m. 
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Portrait of Fuad Mimi by Aziz Ammonia 


Focus on People 

On art and 
civilisation 

By Mariam M. Shahin 

This week Fuad Mimi talks to Focus on People about the art of 
appreciating art. 

"Not everyone in the world can be an artist, but almost anyone 
should be able to appreciate art,” says Fuad Mimi. Mind is a man 
of many arts; painter, television director, producer, writer, -art 
collector, teacher and fashion designer. Relaxing in bis 
sanctuary, a room MI of antique Middle Eastern artifacts, 
paintings, family photographs and countless ceramic vases, be 
speaks of his life, art, and Jordan. Of course, all are so 
interrelated that they are really one and the same subject 

‘Tve always known that I wanted to make art my career 
because it's not just a job, it's a whole way of life. Everyone 
. around me has always encouraged me to pursue a life in die arts. ” 

Bom in 1950, in hod, Palestine, Fuad moved to Amman in 1958 
with his mother and brothers. His father, who passed away in 
RamaJIah prior to the family's move to Amman, was a singer by 
. hobby and also bad other musical talents. Fuad's maternal 
grandfather had been actively involved in the world of painters 
■ and writers and thus the stage bad already been set for him to be a 
child protege. 

During his early years, Foud Mimi wrote articles in local 
newspapers and magazines. At 14, be was approached by Wash 
Tal. who was then director of broadcasting w Jordan, to write a 
radio magazine programme. It was only natural that Mind's radio 
career gradually extended to television. Although the subject 
matters varied, Mimi made it a point to place a special emphasise 
■on art, in all its different facets. 

It was not. however, until the early 1970s, when a number of 
Jordanian art students returned home after studies in places as 
diverse as Iraq, Egypt and Europe, that Mimi became profes¬ 
sionally involved in the art scene. “The person who had the 
greatest influence on me was Azziz AmmouraMSmi recalls. 

"He encouraged me to start painting professionally. Although ? 
was bead over heels involved in televirion, I began painting 
seriously, but without making a fuss out of the whole thing. In 
1975 l surprised everyone with the opening of my first exhibi¬ 
tion. ” Other exhibitions in Jordan, Europe and the Middle East 
followed. 

Mimi. who has paid extensive visits to both Western and 
Eastern Europe as well as North America and the Middle East, 
believes that travel is an essential part of the education process. 
“Even travelling in your own country, you can learn so much, ” he 
says. There is so much to see in Jordan; there are so many 
different types of landscapes. Unfortunately, it seems that not 
enough people bother to explore and appreciate our country’s 
natural beauty ." 

• Mimi, who also teaches ait at a private girls school in Amman, 

" underscores two main factors. “First of all, the home environment 
‘.is vey important if a child is to learn to appreciate art. Wealth is ; 
l not it necessity here. Many people think that art or artistic talents 

l can be bought or acquired with money. This is not the case. It is \ 
‘.often a matter of aesthetics and awareness of tine detail. \ 
. Unfortunately, we are still plagued by superficial values and tastes j 
; that have impeded the acquisition of the appreciation of ait for 
■art's sake.” 

Secondly, and almost as important as the home environment, is 
; the forma/ education children receive in schools. “Look at what's 
: happening in Iraq ," Mimi points out. “They are treating art as a 
; major subject in their schools and it's helping the kids in their 
\ development a lot. They are growing emotionally and psychologi- 
'.caBy on different spheres. ” 

Mimi says he feels that painting is “tbe method” in winch be 
can express himself; and he wishes that be can share his love for 
the arts with others, ‘There is so much to be learned and so much 
to be done,” he says. “Our artisans have too much free tune on 
their hands and too little work. There is not enough demand on 
handmade practic al works of art. We went into the cold industrial 
age without ever actually becoming an industrial country. We 
adapted the tastes and mann e ri sms of a society with which we bad 
only super&tial similari ties . That's why artistic creations were at 
an impasse for quite some time in Jordan. Now we have returned 
(*bng with the rest of the world) to 9 more romantic age." 

Having gone into retirement from television four years ago, 
Muni now hopes to bring back some of the “romance and 
hvmat&m that we Imvc lost to the business age." 

*‘Wc may even create an atmosphere of art appreciation in 
Jordan if we can wort as a team." he sighs. “After all art is an 
indicator of civilisation." 

PS. find Mimi has one of the largest private collections of 
Jordanian and Arab printings m Jordan and shortly hopes to open 

* private museum to the pobBc, 
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Scanning Afghanistan 


U.N. expeditions have been examining the 
war-battered regions of Afghanistan to assess 
damage and suggest remedies. 


By Annick Bflhud 
GENEVA—A detailed study of 

the conditions in war-ton Afgha¬ 
nistan is being carried out in a 
United Nations-sponsored opera¬ 
tion aimed at the eventual repat¬ 
riation of refugees. 

■ Since die U.N. launched its 
programme of h inimmtarian an d 

economic assistance in May 1988, 
teams of experts have fanned oat 
in parts of Afghanistan to survey 
damage and suggest reconstruc¬ 
tion and restoration work. 

Six missions have gone into the- 
affected areas to examine the 
state of agricultural production, 
communications, transport and 
the extent of damage to build¬ 
ings. 

It is an unprecedented effort: 
never before has the United Na¬ 
tions sent exploratory missions on 
such a large scale to a country still 
in the gnp of war. The minion* 
took place in extremely difficult 
conditions , resulting in rti« Heaths 

Of an Afghan national looking 

after horses as well as several erf 
the animals. The men and women 
on U.N. duties braved tough win-' 
tor conditions in journeys over 
hundreds of kOometres. Trucks, 
cars, donkeys and horses were 
used to negotiate battered tracks; 
in some cases the U.N. experts, 
accompanied by Afghan guides, 
simply walked. 

The U.N. High Co mmissio n 
for Refugees (UNHCR) played a 
key role in aD six Salam expedi¬ 
tions. Afghan guides helped the 
teams with die dangerous task of 
avoiding minefields, spotting die 
ruins and drawing attention to 
critical needs. 

. The operations Salam 1 and 
Salam 2 started from the Iranian 
border and Kabul respectively 
and focused on the Herat region. 
Salam 3, the longest of all the 
missions, traversed the northeast, 
including die city of Bamiyan, as 
well as me south. Salam 4 should 
also have gone to the Panjshir but 
could not get there as it was 
stopped on the way by a group of 
aimed men. Salam 5 and 6, set¬ 
ting out from Peshawar, Pakis¬ 
tan, went to the Kunar valley and 
the province of Paktia. 

The expeditions found evi¬ 
dence of massive damage, and 
destruction along their routes, 
although stability had returned to 
some of the areas examined. 


Alfredo Witsdri-Cestari, parti- 
in Salam 3 on behalf of 
said, “In the Panjshir 
valley most of the infrastructure 
has been destroyed. In some 
places one can no longer find any 
trace of the roads or the bridges. 
As the valley is really a very 
narrow canyon, the way along it 
is sometimes only a metre-wide 
hole through the rocks. 

“Everywhere,” he said, 
“(there) were the same pictures 
of desolation, evidence of the 
war, abandoned tanks, ruins of 
people's homes, blasted fields 
and asphalt roads tom up by 
heavy vehicles.” 

While they were unable to esti¬ 
mate the loss of life, the members 
of the mission saw countless 
makeshift graves. The few hospit¬ 
als still functioning were filled 
with the injured. Many of these 
were children who had stepped 
on mines while collectingwood or 
minding die goats. 

Nearly 40 per cent of Herat city 
lay in ruins, although some 
140,000 people were still living 
there. Trees and vegetation in the 
surrounding had been destroyed. 
Of the 1.300 villages in the pro¬ 
vince of Herat, 600 bad been 
destroyed or seriously damaged. 

“Visiting western Herat is like 
a visit to Verdun in 1919,” said 
Olivier Roy, representing Salam 
1. in reference to the northeast¬ 
ern French town devastated in a 
World War I battle. “For 20 
kilometres there is nothing but 
rains; the roads and fields are 
overgrown with weeds. 

“In a landscape churned up by 
shells and bombs, people fre¬ 
quently uncover the remains of 
peasants buried in their houses. 
The halls of tanks lie rusting on 
the verges. Unexploded 500 
kilogramme bombs lie stuck in 
the ground like beetroots.” 

Although hundreds of 
thousands of people have been 
killed in the war, and five million 
Afghan s have fled, mainly to 
Pakistan and Iran, there are still 
between 10 and 11 million people 
in the country: men who have 
stayed to fight, and families or 
whole groups of population that 
have moved from village to vil¬ 
lage in search for shelter. 

Everywhere along their routes, 
the -Salam missions- met these 
"internal migrants. 1 ’ Many were 
going bade to their homes to try 


to put down their roots again. 
Famili es were seen rebuilding 
shattered houses, restoring wells 
blocked by stones and gravel, 
hoeing fields. The essential pur¬ 
pose of the exploratory operation 
was to identify the most urgent 
needs and to assess the possibili¬ 
ties of resettlement of refugees 
and displaced persons. Each mis¬ 
sion therefore submitted to its 
coordinator its observations and 
recommended priorities. 

The first problem obviously is 
security. Even if the fighting 
stops, a large part of the country 
is still peppered with minefields 
and stray shells. The removal of 
mines therefore is essential to the 
return of the inhabitants. 
Another problem is secure trans¬ 
portation; the highway infrastruc¬ 
ture is in such a poor state that 
road accidents are a major risk. 
Moving large numbers of women, 
children and older persons is’not 
only difficult, it is also dangerous. 

The poor infrastructure means 
that food supply and rehabilita¬ 
tion assistance cannot easily 
reach newly opened areas. The 
only usable routes are the main 
roads from Pakistan, Iran and the 
Soviet Union. This will severely 
limit the number of entry points 
for relief convoys. The returnees 
and displaced persons will all 
need international aid. The im¬ 
mediate priority will be food. The 
U.N. personnel believe that the 
food shortages could get worse 
and affect the whole country. 
Although wheat is under cultiva¬ 
tion in some areas at up to 3,500 
metres above sea level, the crop 
yields are insufficient. Returning 
farmers need seeds, equipment 
and livestock to resume their 
lives. 

On the plus side, however, the 
economic and social organisation 
of the Afghan communities re¬ 
mains strong. 'Herat, for exam¬ 
ple, has retained a welt-struc¬ 
tured organisation which should 
assist reconstruction once the 
fighting stops. 

The traditional values of the 
Afghan also have survived 
through the war. Although there 
is widespread poverty, there is no 
destitution or undernourishment 
on the scale found in other areas 
of conflict. 

But, even as the Salam mis¬ 
sions were able to collect con¬ 
siderable data, more detailed 
analyses will be needed by tech¬ 
nical specialists for a coordinated 
reconstruction and repatriation 
programme. But these must await 
the return of peace to Afghanis¬ 
tan — Academic Hie.. ■ 



la 1932 Bagatti built only 32 units of its rebuilt the car above at a cost of $50,000. 
famous model 55 sports roadster. A French Powered by a BMW motor it can reach a 
antique car lover, Xavier de la Chapdle has speed of 150 kph now. 

Bugatti relaunched in heart 
of Italian racing country 


By Jill Serjeant 

Reuters 

ROME — In the heart of Italian 
racing car country, a motoring 
legend is being relaunched. 

An all-new Bugatti rivalling the 
technical expertise, style and cost 
of the cars Italian designer Ettore 
Bugatti built mainly for royalty in 
the 1930s is nearing completion in 
Modena and orders are already 
flooding in. 

The prototype Bugatti, po¬ 
wered try a 35-Etre, 525 horse¬ 
power, 12-cylinder engine, will be 
ready by December. 

Production, to be limited to 
100 cars a year, is expected to 
start next year, said technical 
Director Paolo Stanzani. 

It wQI combine performance 
worthy of a formula one grand 
prix racing car with the comfort 
of a luxury saloon. And, although 
the body has yet to be designed, 
Stanzani has firm ideas about 
what the car will look like. 

“It will be low and aggressive 
... it must maintain the flavour of 
an elegant, classy car, typical of 
the old Bugattis. It must perform 
well everywhere, on the road or 
on the track, but it must also be 
right for via ting the opera,” he 
said. 

“It win be impossible to con¬ 
fuse it with any other kind of car 
on the road,” be added in an 
interview. 

Hie price of the new Bugatti 
has not been revealed but indus¬ 
try sources expect it be around 
$300,000, competitive with the 
cmreat £276,000 on-foe-road Ita¬ 
lian price of die eight-cylinder. 


Ruia horsepower Ferrari F40. 

Milan-born Ettore Bugatti died 
in Paris in 1947 and his company, 
based at Molsheim, France, did 
not long survive him. 

The new car is being built by 
Bugatti Automobili SPA, which 
was founded in October. Qoiun 
in Modena and is 65 per cent 
owned by Luxembourg-based 
Bugatti International S.A., which 
in turn owns the historic marque. 

“The car was bom of the deter¬ 
mination of Bugatti International 
to protect the name and the 
image of the most famous car 
company in the world” said Stan¬ 
zani who is also chairman of 
Bugatti Automobili. 

Designer of the Lamborghini 
Countacb in 1971 and later the 
Urraco. He lists a series of tech¬ 
nical innovations for the Bugatti 
dial leaves most car enthusiasts 
breathless. 

The V-12 Engine, currently 
being tested at a new 80,000 
square metre factory being built 
just 20 kilometres from Ferrari 
headquarters, would surely have 
pleased the late Ettore Bugatti, 
whose desire for perfection and 
beauty raised car-building to an 
art form. 

The new Bugatti will sport a 
six-speed gearbox, four-wheel 
drive, and a double suspension 
system which will allow the driver 
to switch from road to track 
performance at the touch of a 
lever, Stanzani said. 

It will be powered by four 
turbochargers — one for each 
group of three cylinders — and, 
like formula one racing cars, two 
injectors for each cylinder to give 


a comfortable top speed of more 
than 300 kilometres per hour. 

Faithful to the Bugatti motto 
“If a thing has already been done, 
it’s a good reason to do it a 
different way,” Stanzani and his 
team have borrowed materials 
more common to the aerospace 
industry like carbon; titanium 
and special alloys to reduce 
weight and increase efficiency. 

“Titanium, which is almost half 
the weight of steel but costs 100 
times as much when worked, will 
be used for the connecting rods. 
The disc brakes will be carbon,” 
he said. 

The project rivals the most 
ambitions of those undertaken by 
Ettore Bugatti in France during 
the 1920s and 1930s. 

Bagatti. who as boy was 
attracted to sculpture, bad 
already produced a raring car for 
Le Mans and several other mod¬ 
els before beginning work on his 
dream car—the type 41, Bugatti 
Royale. 

Five point seven metres long, 
with an eight-cylinder, EPP 
horsepower engine, the Bugatti 
Royale was bniit for a monarch's 
taste but launched in the middle 
of the great depression. 

King Alfonso XD2 of Spain, 
the first intended client, was 
forced to abdicate before the 
Royale was ready. Some other 
monarehs feared the $43,000 
asking price — then three times 
the pnee of a RoHs-Royce — might 
provoke a revolution and de¬ 
clined to buy. 

Only six models were made 
and one changed hands for $9.79 
million at auction in London. 



Afghan refugees in Peshawar, Pakistan. 
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Kenya’s Harambee system 
pays for self-help projects 


By David Ress 

Reuter 


NAIROBI — In Kenya, when 
people want a new school, a 
hospital ward or just to send a 
child away to school, they throw a 
party and ask guests to stump up 
foe money. 

They call it Harambee — swa- 
hili for "polling together”. 

The event usually features a lot 
of oratory, maybe a raffle of 
goats or chickens, a chance to 
catch up on gossip. 

As Nairobi office worker Nelly 
Mwanzia explained at a recent 
Harambee, foe custom is part of 
foe glue that holds Kenyan socie¬ 
ty together, a symbol of Kenyan 
nationalism since independence 
in-1963 Kenya's motto is 
"harambee”. 

“You don’t have to go and 
give, but next time if you’re the 
one who’s needing some help, 
there may be nobody .around to 
offer any,” she said, when asked 
why she bad come to raise money 
for a hospital. 

She said she probably goes to 
at .least one a month — and is 
invited to more. 

Sometimes, it gets to be a little 
too much,” she said. 

In fact, some Kenyans believe 
a worrying element of compul¬ 
sion is creeping into the system. 

A member of parliament from 
western Kenya, Sammy Mubanji, 
complained that officials and 
chiefs in his area were taking 
chickens for Harambees from 
poor farmers who wanted to 
make their donators in cash. 

The chickens are often raffled 
for more than foe farmer would 
be expected to give in cash, 
Mubanji said. 

Some Kenyans are upset by 
such reports, saying Harambees 
are supposed to be a relatively 
painless way of raising money, 
because they are meant to be 
voluntary and fun. 

Harambees are a major part of 
Kenya’s social and political life. 
Politicians often host them and 
give large sums. 

In the last week of March, 
President Daniel Arap Moi gave 
a total of 545,500 while Vice 
President Josephat Karanja gave 
$ 2 , 100 . 

These donations are often in 
the name of a politician "and 
friends”. Kenyans say making a 
donation to a politiaan to be 
given in turn at a Harambee is a 
way of cementing relations and in 


some cases of ensuring favours. 

There is some concern about 
how foe money is actually used. 

Finance Minister George Saito- 
ti, speaking at a ceremony in late 
March to present building mate¬ 
rials for a school in central 
Kenya's Ngong bills, complained 
that some school officials in the 
area had misused Harambee 
funds. 

Member of Parliament Paul 
Ruto Arap Chepkok says he was 
deuied permission to hold a 
Harambee because be questioned 
the way his district commissioner 
used Harambee money. 

“We have had differences at 
district development committee 
meetings because I want to know 
how money for... various projects 
has been utilised,” he told parlia¬ 
ment. 

A lot of money — and a lot of 
politically valuale services — can 
be at issue. In Kenya, foe need 
for schools and hospitals and 
other public facilities far outstrips 
the government’s funding ability. 

In March alone, Harambees 
reported in Kenyan newspapers 
raised a total of S3.4 million 
mainly for schools. Dozens more 
were not reported. 

In contrast, the government 
budgeted $3.8 million to build 
schools this year. 

“The movement (Harambee) 
bas been responsible for foe 
mobilisation of large quantities of 
capital development resources 


providing for a wide variety of 
basic needs,” foe government 
said in its latest development 
plan. 

Kenya is moving to audit 
Harambee funds and their use. 
Harambees have built dozens of 
rural schools and hospital wards, 
and in 1984, foe last year for 
which national statistics are avail¬ 
able, accounted for just under 
four per cent. Equal to about $27 
million, of total capital invest¬ 
ment. 

The continuing squeeze on 
government finance means foe 
pressure is on to raise more and 
more money through Harambees, 
among friends, within villages, 
whole districts or even on a 
nationwide basis. 

Any Harambee much bigger 
than within a village is probably 
forced... it becomes a kind of 
tax,” said one Nairobi accoun¬ 
tant. 

"Forced Harambees have be¬ 
come a permanent feature in 
some areas,” complained Mwa- 
koma Wa Wadia, of Mombasa, in 
a letter to foe daily Nation news¬ 
paper. 

“I witnessed a very ugly' inci¬ 
dent... at Mikmdan? in Mombasa 
west where Kanu (Kenya African 
National Union, foe ruling party) 
youfowingers went from Kiosk to 
Kiosk demanding $2.50 from 
women traders for foe Harambee 
for foe disabled,” he said. 
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EC court upholds liberalisation of air fares 


LUXEMBOURG (R) — The European Court of 
Justice, in a landmar k judgment which could help 
cut air fores, ruled Tuesday that nearly all pricing 
pacts between airlines could violate European Com¬ 
munity (EC) free competition policy. 


The ruling is expected to help 
the EC’s executive commission 
push member states and national 
airlines to agree new steps to¬ 
wards liberalising air transport. 

At present, nadonal airlines 
tend to fix air feres on interna¬ 
tional routes either through 
multilateral or bilateral agree¬ 
ments, a procedure attacked by 
critics as restricting competition 
and keeping air fares artificially 
high. 

The commission has said that 
air transport should be treated 
like any other trade or service in 
the 12-nation EC, and should be 
made to follow free competition 
policy. But it has never been clear 
how the ECs free competition 
policy should be applied to air 
transport. 

In its ruling, the Luxembourg- 
based court said all agreements 
between airlines — whether ap¬ 
plying to domestic or internation¬ 
al flights — could be outlawed as 
abusing a dominant position 
under article 86 of the ECs 
founding Treaty of Rome. 

It also said accords between 
airlines on setting tariffs for 
flights between EC countries 
could be outlawed under article 
85 of the treaty, which deals with 
free competition. 

EC member states agreed in 


1987 on a limited liberalisation of 
air transport But the commission 
is expected to submit fresh prop¬ 
osals before the summer to open 
up routes to more carriers and 
increase the availability of dis¬ 
count feres. 

The case was referred to the 
Court of Justice by a West Ger¬ 
man court, which is due to rule on 
a related issue involving a West 
German travel agency Ahmad 
Saeed Flugreisen. 

In that case, the agency was 
accused of unfair competition for 
buying cut-price air tickets 
abroad to sell at lower rates than 
its competitors in West Germany. 

A West German court will now 
make a final ruling on the Saeed 
case. But legal experts said that 
since the EC court had used the 
case as an opportunity to give a 
much broader ruling on air trans¬ 
port, it was undear which way the 
ruling on the Saeed case would 
go. 

EC to consider banking 

reciprocity changes 

On another liberalisation issue, 
the EC will Thursday consider 
toning down controversial plans 
to submit foreign banks wishing 
to set up in the Community to a 
reciprodty test, EC offidals said. 

The proposal, part of EC plans 


for a banking licence valid 
throughout its single market after 
1992, has become the focal point 
for U.S. charges that the Com¬ 
munity is building a protectionist 
“fortress Europe.” 

The offidals said competition 
commissioner Sir Leon Brittan 
would ask fellow members of the 
European Commission, the ECs 
executive body, to soften the re¬ 
ciprocity provision, which the 
bloc says is necessary to ensure 
that its b anks have access to 
foreign markets. 


Brittan is keen to present an 
amended proposal to the 12 EC 
finance ministers, who have the 
final say on the banking legisla¬ 
tion, when they meet in Luxem¬ 
bourg Monday. 

”We wanted to make (the re¬ 
ciprodty clause) more dear and 
flexible and deal with the damag¬ 
ing confusion that has arisen from 
the original draft wording,” said 
one EC official who was involved 
in drawing up the amendments. 

Brittan and External Relations 
Commissioner Frans Andriessen 
insist that the reciprocity provi¬ 


sion is needed because interna¬ 
tional trade rules for financial 
services are only now being 
negotiated in the Uruguay Round 
talks being held under the au¬ 
spices of the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 

From the moment there is a 
multilateral agreed framework, 
there is no redprodty dause 
whatsoever,” Andriessen told re¬ 
porters last week. 

Offidals said Brittan's prop¬ 
osed changes address dues key 
issues. 

First, they formally define re¬ 


dprodty in terms of “national 
treatment,” demanding that a 
non-EC country treats EC banks 
in exactly the same way as it. 
treats its own banks. ' 

Critics have said the original 
proposal was open to the inter¬ 
pretation that non-EC countries 
would have to give EC banks die 
same rights as banks enjoy in 
Community markets. 

Hie United States, where 
banking legislation restricts the 
activities of all banks, has said 
such a provision would be totally 
nnacceptaUe. 


Debt burdens Arabian Gulf University 


BAHRAIN (R) — The Arabian 
Gulf University in Bahrain owes 
milli ons of dollars to foreign con¬ 
tractors. 

They are appealing to the 
seven founder states or the uni¬ 
versity — Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Iraq, the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Qatar, Bahrain and 
Oman — to settle the debt. 

The South Korean, Taiwanese, 
Australian, United Arab Emi¬ 
rates and Saudi Arabian main 
contractors that built the $100 
milli on campus in Bahrain are 
owed about $33 million in initial 
fees. 

Interest and compensation for 


.additional costs could double that 
figure, industry sources said. 

JemQ Ali Ebrahim, spokesman 
for the companies, said a meeting 
of the university’s councO of 
ministers last month had failed to 
resolve the problem. 

“We are very disappointed at 
the council’s failure to come up 
with any solutions at this late 
stage.” he told Reuters. “The 
main contractors are losing pati¬ 
ence and are on the verge of 
taring legal action.” 

Ebrahim said regular payments 
to South Korea’s Daelim Indust¬ 
rial Co., Taiwan’s Ret Ser En¬ 


gineering Agency, Saudi Arabia's 
Rabya Landscaping Ltd. and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE)- 
Australian joint-venture A1 Hab- 
toor Leighton stopped in 1986, 
but they continued work, 
finishing the project in 1988. 

Saudi Arabia was allocated 25 
per cent of the costs as was 
Kuwait, Iraq 21 per cent, the 
UAE 15 per cent, Qatar nine per 
cent, and B ahrain and Oman 2.5 
per cent each. 

“The main issue is that the 
university hasn't got the money to 
pay the contractors,” university 
spokesman HIsham Shehabi said. 


Describing the situation as dis¬ 
mal, he said “some countries 
have paid to the last fils (cent) 
while others have paid nothing.” 
He named Iraq and the UAE as 
non-payers. 

Industry sources said the UAE 
owes the umvereity nearly $19 
million. 

Shehabi said Iraq, burdened by 
billions of dollars of foreign debt 
after its eight-year-long war with 
Iran, had told the council it was 
not in a position to pay. 

Kuwait and Saadi Arabia had 
volunteered to divide its share 
equally between them, he said. 


Strong demand for oil keeps prices high 


Jerusalem Post staff 
protest ‘inimi cal’ buyers 


TEL AVTV (R) — Editors and 
staff of the English-language 
newspaper, the Jerusalem Post, 
have publicly expressed concern 
about efforts by potential buyers, 
including British publisher 
Robert Maxwell, to take over the 
influential Israeli daily. 

Israeli media have widely re¬ 
ported Maxwell's interest in the 
Post, which has been put up for 
sale by Israel Investors Corpora¬ 
tion (IIC), a subsidiary of the 
troubled Koor Industries concern 
that owns a controlling stake. 

The Post’s editors, without 
naming Maxwell or other bid¬ 
ders, issued a statement Tuesday 
expressing their concern that the 
newspaper, a left-leaning daily 
with a relatively small but in¬ 
fluential readership, might lose 
its editorial freedom in the sale. 

“The editors of the Jerusalem 
Post, intent on safeguarding the 
editorial independence and jour¬ 
nalistic integrity of the newspap¬ 
er. have informed IIC that they 
cannot remain indifferent to a 
change in ownership and regard 
as inimical bids by individuals or 
groups which might prejudice the 
independence and character of 
the newspaper.” the statement 
said. 

The statement concluded: 
■'This position of the editors has 
been endorsed by the editorial 
staff.” 

Last month Maxwell, a 
Czechoslovak-born Jew and 
chairman of Maxwell Com¬ 
munication Corp., publicly be¬ 
rated the Israeli daily Maariv, in 
which he owns a minority stake, 
for publishing a report that Israeli 
intelligence services told the 
cabinet Israel would have to talk 
to the PLO to end the 16-month- 


old Palestinian uprising. 

Throughout the Post's 57-year 
history, it has been linked to the 
centre-left Labour Partyi Koor, 
the industral empire of the His- 
tadrut labour federation and His- 
tad rut-owned Bank Hapoalim 
control the vast majority of the 
Post’s shares. 

But the daily has largely en¬ 
joyed editorial freedom and in 
the past few years has taken a 
more dovish line, sharply criticis¬ 
ing even leading members of the 
Labour Party. 

In addition to Maxwell, staff at 
the Post expressed concern about 
Arye Ganger, a U.S.-based 
Israeli businessman with dose 
ties to right-wing Industry and 
Trade Minister Ariel Sharon. 

Israeli newspapers have said 
Ganger has so far made the high¬ 
est bid for the Post, reported 
between $3 and $5 million. 

Other interested parties in¬ 
dude: Australian industrialist 
Richard Pratt, who owns leading 
Jewish newspapers in Australia 
Qaridge, a Montreal-based in¬ 
vestment group headed by 
Charles Bronfman the Israeli 
mass-drculation daily Yedioth 
Ahronoth and the Israeli morning 
newspaper Haaretz. 

The Post's maximum nation¬ 
wide drculation is about 50,000 
on Friday, the week’s largest edi¬ 
tion, but its readers include key 
government policy-makers and 
foreign diplomats. It also has a 
weekly international edition dis¬ 
tributed globally. 

The Post itself makes a small 
loss but its printing press con¬ 
tracts outside work and brings the 
whole corporation into the black, 
newspaper sources said. 


LONDON (R) — A jittery mar¬ 
ket has been keeping oil prices 
near 19-month highs despite evi¬ 
dence that OPEC output is ex¬ 
ceeding group quotas. 

Prices, several traders and 
analysts said, reflect a feeling that 
demand for petroleum products 
espedally in the United States 
ana Aria may be firmer than was 
expected. 

“I think consumption is very 
strong, stronger than bad been 
thought,” said Steve Turner at 
London brokerage Smith New 
Court. “It must be a great relief 
for OPEC. The revenue is manna 


Europe, suggests that demand 
may not be quite as vigorous as it 
looks. 

They say prices are being led 
by volatile futures markets. 

Futures eased Wednesday on a 
report by the American Pet¬ 
roleum Institute that U.S. stocks 
of crude ofl rose last week by 
451,000 barrels after predictions 
that they might drop by any thing 
up to five million. 

Turner agreed it would be no 
surprise if prices “came back a 
little” soon, while a London re¬ 
port this week by. brokerage 
Shearson Lehman Hutton was 


from heaven for poorer produc- Jheaded “crude coming off the 


ers like Nigeria." 

Turner said the effects of supp¬ 
ly hiccups like that caused by last 
month's Alaskan oil spillage were 
now “coming out of the system” 
but the market had not taken 
prices sharply down. 

The U.S. benchmark crude. 
West Texas Intermediate, rose 
almost to $21.50 a barrel right 
after the Valdez spill. It is still up 
around $20. 

That compares with $12 in a 
glut last autumn before the Orga¬ 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) introduced 
new output quotas for its 13 
members. 

Some traders say that a low 
volume for actual deals in spot 
market crude, particularly in 


boQ” and concluded that “a pull 
back in prices must be expected 
in the next few weeks.” 


But it still projected that West 
Texas Intermediate would aver¬ 
age $18 in 1989, provided there 
was not a dramatic surge in pro¬ 
duction from OPEC. 

OPEC supply is almost certain¬ 
ly creeping up. 

Estimates -by the West's Inter¬ 
national Energy Agency and the 
Petroleum Intelligence Weekly, 
an industry newsletter, reckon its 
output in March ran at between 
one and 1.5 million barrels daily 
above its self-imposed 18.5 mil¬ 
lion ceiling. 

Several members led by the 
United Arab Emirates, Iran and 
Kuwait have exceeded quotas, 
industry sources say. Nigeria may 
also have sold a bit more of its 
petrol-rich crude because of 


strong demand for motor fuels in 
the United States. 

Even at 20 million barrels dai¬ 
ly, however, OPEC supply is still 
well down on 23 million seen last 
autumn. 

Meanwhile, analysts think that 
demand, after faltering in Febrn- 

Z bnt apparently picking op in 
ch, should suffice in the 
April-June quarter to support 20 
million OPEC barrels. 

The market was intrigued 
Wednesday by a report from 
Iran’s IRNA news agency which 
quoted an editorial in the Tehran 
Times as saying that recent 
OPEC discipline had followed 
“closed-door agreements” be¬ 
tween the Iranian and the Saudi 
ofl ministers. 


Chinese resume panic buying 


BEUING (AP) — Panic buying 
has returned to some Chinese 
coastal cities in recent weeks be¬ 
cause of rumours of price hikes in 
grain and other items, an official 
newspaper has said. 

The Economic Daily (Jingji 
Rlbao) warned that panic buying 
will spread to other parts of Chi¬ 
na if effective measures aren’t 
taken. 

Last summer, residents of most 
big dries, jarred by the worst 
bout of inflation in communist 


China's history, went on a wild 
buying spree and staged a serious 
ran on the. nation’s bank. 

The government, apparently 
ooncemed about the growing so¬ 
cial unrest, announced in 
September a major economic re¬ 
trenchment plan induding a reim- 
position of price controls, suspen¬ 
sion of thousands of government 
projects and sharp cutbacks in 
credit. 

Inflation, however, is still be¬ 
lieved to hover around the 30 per 


cent mark in many Chinese cities. 

-The newspaper said residents 
.in Yangzbou..apd i Suzhou in 
Jiangsu province were buying up 
food grains and cooking ofl be¬ 
cause of fears that grain prices 
would be raised. The government 
recently announced that the price 
of grain paid to farmers will be 
boosted by 18 per cent. 

It said there had been panic 
buying of cotton knitwear, tooth¬ 
paste and soap in Hangzhou and 
Ningbo in neighbouring Zhejiang, 


Tin trading to resume in London from June 


LONDON (R) — The London 
Metal Exchange (LME) .said 
Wednesday it will resume tin 
trading from June, 314-years after 
a commercial crisis halted official 
business in the metal. 

LME chief executive Michael 
Brown said tin trading would 
start June 1 after an LME board 
decision based on the needs of 
the world tin trade. 

Relaunch of the LME's daily 
tin trading periods means produc¬ 


ers, dealers and consumers will 
again have a transparent market¬ 
place for a metal which has been 
regaining its popularity. 

Brown said the board felt 
strongly that member nations of 
the International Tin Council 
(ITC) should “right the wrong” 
that resulted in suspension of the 
tin contract in October, 1985. 

The ITC, which aimed to sta¬ 
bilise world tin prices by buying 
when prices were low and selling 


Mexico reaches agreement with IMF 


MEXICO CITY (R) — Mexico 
Tuesday signed a letter of intent 
with the Internationa] Monetary 
Fund (IMF), paving the way for it' 
to become one of the first benefi¬ 
ciaries of Washington’s new debt 
initiative. 

Finance Minister Pedro Aspe, 
announcing the accord at a news 
conference, said the agreement 
will enable Mexico to return to 
growth. 

“With this agreement the fond 
recognises the importance to 


Mexico of returning to growth," 
Aspe said. 

Mexico last year achieved slug¬ 
gish expansion of just over one 
per cent, not nearly enough to 
keep pace with population 
growth. 

Aspe said Mexico will receive a 
$3.64 billion, three-year loan 
from the IMF, under its so-called 
extended fond facility (EFF) 
programme. 

In addition, he said, Mexico 
hopes to receive $500 million 


DELUXE VILLA 
FOR SALE 


PRICE: JD 185,000 

Tel.: 660000 Ext. 104 


from an IMF facility designed to 
help countries cope with unfore¬ 
seen fells in foreign exchange 
income. 

The Mexican finance minister 
said a significant proportion of 
the loans will be used to support 
debt reduction operations. 

Under the debt initiative 
announced by U.S. Treasury 
Secretary Nicholas Brady on 
March 10, the IMF and World 
Bank would make funds av ailab le 
to support debt reduction opera- 


MANY VILLASAND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, jSweifieh, 
Ahdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more informa¬ 
tion please call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


dons and collateralise interest 
payments. 

Mexico, owning $100 billion, is 
the second biggest debtor country 
in the developing world after 
Brazil. 

It last signed a letter of intent 
for an IMF standby accord in July 
1986, and readied agreement 
with the World Bank for a $2.3 
billion loan programme for 1986 
and 1987. 

Aspe told the news conference 
he hopes to conclude negotiations 
in the next few days with the 
World Bank on a $1.5 billion loan 
package. 

Talks would also begin shortly 
with Mexico’s official creditors in 
the Paris Gub, he said. 


when they were high using a 
so-called buffer stock of the met¬ 
al, ran out of funds causing a 
price crash which forced the LME 
to halt trading. 

On commodity markets, a con¬ 
tract provides the precise speci¬ 
fications such as price, delivery 
point and delivery date laid down 
by a futures market to denote a 
standard trading unit. 

Since the suspension of LME 
trading, European tin trading has 
been conducted by telephone. 

The LME feels able to restart 
tin trading following a ruling by a 
British court in March that it 
acted properly when confronted 
with the price collapse, traders 
said. 

The crisis has caused an huge 
legal wrangle involving fortunes. 

Tin prices plunged from more 
than £10,000 (now $17,000) a 
tonne in June, 19S5, to a 10-year 
low of £3,400 ($5,780) in March 
1986. 

But recently things have been 
looking up for tin and the Third 
World countries which produce 
it. 

Tin-coated steel has been gain¬ 
ing ground against aluminium in 
the beer and soft drinks canning 
industries. 

Tin consumption in non-social¬ 
ist countries has risen from 
around 150,000 tonnes in 1985 to 


TWO SEPARATE FLOORS 
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an estimated 165,000 tonnes last 
year, while output has tailed off 
slightly to around 155,000 ton¬ 
nes, analysts said. 

This, together with stricter ex¬ 
port controls by leading produc¬ 
ing countries, has helped lift 
prices to three-year highs. 

Spot tin traded on the free 
market Wednesday morning up 
to $10,150 a tonne, its highest 
since March, 1986. 

Wednesday the LME board 
urged ITC member countries and 
creditor representatives to reach 
a “satisfactory and equitable con¬ 
clusion” over money. 

A meeting of an informal ITC 
committee is under way in Lon¬ 
don this week to discuss a possi¬ 
ble out of court settlement of the 
litigation which followed foe col¬ 
lapse of the council. 

Two major changes in the new 
contract compared with the one 
which ceased trading in 1985 are 
that it is in dollars, not sterling, 
and now only high grade tin is 
quoted, whereas before standard 
was also traded. 

The warehouses where metal 
can be delivered are the same as 
under the old contract. 

The tin price has been boosted 
by export controls imposed by the 
Association of Tin Producing 
Countries (ATPC) which bave 
Substantially reduced excess 
world stocks. 

Kuala Lumpur tin traders said 
earlier Wednesday that an ATPC 
decision this week to release over 
8,000 tonnes of tin onto the 
market to relieve supply tightness 
is unlikely to dampen the price 
surge. 

The ATPC, which groups 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, 
Zaire, Bolivia, Nigeria and Au¬ 
stralia, estimates the world stock 
surplus at 30,350 tonnes at end- 
March 1989. 


PENTHOUSE FOR RENT 
OR SALE 

3rd floor, 280 sq. m. f close to 5th Circle. 4 BR, 3 BTH, 13 x 
8 living, 8x6 family. Lq American kitchen open to family 
room. Laundry and servant rooms. 5 x4 terrace, and much 
more. 

Pis call 677739 between 3-10 p.m. 
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FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Located in Sweifieh and consisting of 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, salon, dining room, sitting room, telephone 
with independent garden and entrance. All sendees are 
independent, de-luxe furniture and modem building. 

For more information please call tel: 810423, 
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Income Tax Department 
urges payment of dues 
before end of this month 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Income Tax Department fa* urged afl 
taxpayers'tu submit statements about ttdr income in 1968 before 
the end of April 1989, the last date fixed for that purpose. 

Department Director AJ Tarawneh said that as of the 

wing month taxpayers submitting statements for the 1988 
income wfll bave to pay a two per cent fine m the total amount of 
income tax. 

Attcg processing the 1988 income statements, the de partment 
■ n f ^wity oaimfeit yy ffp mpmamf nf tax required from each taxpayer 
which can be settled during 1989. 

Taxpayer* settling their dues in the fir st three monte of the year 
usually benefit from a dfacwmt which the department offers in an 
incentive to make the collection as early as possible. 

According to Tarawneh, a fine of up to 24 per cent could be 
imposed on those hilog to pay their animal or accumulated 
income lax to t^e department. 

In some cases, Tarawneh noted, the department accepts an 
piyi figH i wn i allowing the ta xpa ye r to settle his dues In monthly 
instalments over a period of six to 18 months. •_ 


Merger of U.S., U.K. 
firms creates world’s 2nd 
biggest drug group 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
Beecham and SmithkSne Beck¬ 
man of the United States 
Wednesday agreed to merge, 
forming the second largest phar¬ 
maceuticals group in the wo rid. 

The new company, Smithkime 
Beecham, will be based in Bri¬ 
tain. 

The companies said in a state¬ 
ment Wednesday the deal would 
“create a truly global business” 
and “produce substantial syner¬ 
gies and a financial performance 
expected to be superior to that 
which either company could 
achieve alone.” _ 

Firstly for the treatment of 
heart disease and arthritis with 
compounds planned for the. lon¬ 
ger term to treat asthma, 
Alzheimer’s disease and AIDS. 

The two companies will start 
joint promotion of several drugs, 
including Smithkline’s Tagamet, 
immediately. Tagamet is the 
second biggest selling ulcer drug 
next to Zantac, made by Glaxo 
Holdings PLC of Britain. 

Tagamet sales fen last year and 
it goes off patent in the United 
States in 1994. Analysts said the 
deal would cushion the effects of 
this. 

The new company will be just 
about equally owned by the two 
companies in what one share 
trader said wds a fairly compli¬ 


cated deal. 

A joint statement said Smith- 
kline Beecham would be the 
world’s second biggest drugs firm 
■in sales terms, second in over the 
counter medicine and fourth in 
animal health. 

Annual sales would be over 
£3.7 billion ($6.3 billion). 

New Jersey-based Merck and 
Co. of the United States keeps its 
tag as the world’s biggest. 

Beecham Group PLC, whose 
products include Beecham’s pow¬ 
ders, the heart-attack drug Emi- 
nase, Toms and Sonrinex sleeping 
powders was ranked 20 in die 
international prescribed drug 
market 

The British company, which 
also sells Yardley Ientheric 
cosmetics and the famous Bryl- 
creem hair cream, said it would 
sell its cosmetics and fragrance 
business for cash, plus certain 
other non-core businesses. . 

Philadelphia-based Smithkline 
Beckman Corp, which makes 
hypertension remedy Dyazide 
and cold relief Contac, is ranked 
number eight in the phar¬ 
maceuticals market. 

Prior to a statement by the two 
companies on April 2 that a 
possible merger was being discus-, 
sed there were months of specula¬ 
tion that Smithkime might be 
taken over. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


We dn es da y, April 12, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 

^ **■ Ftendi franc 84.5 852 

UJS. dollar 538.0 542.0 Japanese yen (for 100) 404 J8 408.6 

Dutch guilder 252.9 255.4 

Poond Sterling 908.7 916.9 Swedish crown 83.9 84.6 

Dentsehenmrk 2853 287.8 Italian lira (for 100) 38-9 39.3 

Swiss franc 3223 3263 Belgian franc (for 10) 136.4 1373 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One Sterhug 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6905/15 

1.1882/92 

1.8848/55 

2.1265/75 

1.6645/55 

39.44/47 

6.3610/60 

1381/1382 

132.82/92 

6.4070/4120 

6.8340/90 

7.3260/3310 

384.00/384.50 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Dentschemarks 
Dutch guilders , 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 



SYDNEY — Investor confidence in blue chip industrial stocks 
helped lift the Australian share market to a firmer dose. The All 
Ordinaries Index rose 6.2 points to 1,420.9. 

TOKYO — Prices see-sawed through the day to end mixed in 
moderate trade. The Nikkei Index finished up 6.87 at 33,256.45. 

HONG KONG—Renewed interest from overseas and 
concerns about a rights issue by Hopewell Holdings reactivated 
trade and boosted share prices. The Hang Seng Index rose 34.16 
points to 3,0603.6. 

SINGAPORE — Another hectic day of trading saw the Straits 
Times industrial index rise 27.59 to a new post^crash high of 
1,219.02, surpassing Tuesday’s 1,201.43. Turnover broke the 
previous record high of 123.9 million shares with 166.9 million. 

BOMBAY— Share prices fell on a broad front, undermined by 
widespread institutional profit-taking after the market opened 
subdued. Tata Steel fell 30 rupees to 1,2825. 

FRANKFURT — Shrugging off an arson attack that delayed the 
start of trading, shares rained on technical factors to dose just 
below new highs for the year set at around the opening. The Dax 
index rose 12.31 to 1,381.66. 

ZURICH — Shares dosed easier but above the day's lows. Prices 
edged down quietly from a steady opening on seleded profit- 
taking. The All-Share Swiss Index feU 4.7 to 1,023.7. 

PARIS — Midday share prices were mixed after a firm opening, 
with operators cautious before Friday’s U.S. February trade 
figures and March producer prices. ' 

LONDON — Shares were mixed, in quiet late trading after an 
eariy surge which followed details of the proposedBeecham/ 
Smithkline link-up to form the world's second largest phar¬ 
maceutical company. At 1440 GMT the FTSE 100 index was up 
five at 2,036.3. . 

NEW YORK—Stocks gained in morning trading with the help of 
programme buying and persistent recent gains. The Dow was up 
five at 2^16. 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Ljubojevic leads World Chess Cup 

BARCELONA, Spain (AP)—Ljubomir Ljubojevic of Yugosla¬ 
via remained atop the standings Tuesday in flic World Chess Cep 
tournament after four adjournal matches were finished. Alexan¬ 
der Beliavsky, Soviet Union, defeated Bods Spasski, France, in 
(me of die matches played Tuesday. In the other matches, Robert 
Hngner, West Germany, defeated Viktor Korchnoi, Switzerland; 
Valery Salov, Soviet Union, stopped Jesus Noguciras, Cuba; and 
reigning world champion Gany Kasparov, Soviet Union, beat 
Jonathan Speelman, Bri tain - 

Canada's Olympic boy wonder dies 

SASKATOON, Saskatchewan (AP)—George Genereux, Cana¬ 
da’s boy wonder of Olympic gold roods flwa more than 30 years 
ago, died Monday after battling ill health for decades. He was 54, 
“He was saying the Rosary when he died,” said his sister, Cared 
Fraser of Seattle. “He’d been in a hospital since Easter, and on 
Sunday be just decided he was going to die. He started to phone 
his mends to say goodbye.” As a 17-year-old student at 
Saskatoon’s Nutana Collegiate, Genereux «nin»i«ri the trapshoot- 
.ing world when be won the gold medal at toe 1952 Helsinki 
Olympics. 


Navy 21 f Soviets 1 

ANNAPOLIS, Maryland (AP)—The U.S, Naval Academy team 
took advantage pf a flood of Soviet emus and walks, scoring 10 
runs on three hits in die first innin g en route to a 21-1 victory over 
a Soviet national team Tuesday in exhibition baseball. The game 
was the first of a 12-game U.S. tour for the Soviets. Soviet 
pitchers walked eight, hit four batters, threw eight wild pitches 
and had three passed balls in the game. Centrefielder Chris Angle 
went 2-for-2 with two runs scored and three RBIs to lead navy. 
Despite the 21 rum, just one of Navy’s 12 hits was far extra bases. 
The Soviets-committed eight errors. The Soviets, who had three 
hits, scored their only nm rathe fifth inning on their first hit of the 
game, a double by Leonid Korneyev to score Sergey ZZhgalov. 
Zhigalov readied first on a fielder’s choice and scored on the 

Liverpool goes back to top 

LONDON (AP) — Goals by John Barnes and John Aldridge 
gave Liverpool a 2-1 road victory at MHtwall Tuesday night and 


rallied after conceding an eighth-minute Danis Salmon goal to 
take all three points. Barnes tied it at 21 minutes with a header 
and Aldridge struck a controversial winner four minutes before 
halftime. The MiHwall players and fa™ reacted angrily to the 
goal, Aldridge’s 22nd of the season, claiming John Barnes was 
clearly offside in the build-up. The linesman in fact had raised his 
flag for offside but it was ignored by the re fer ee, who let the goal 
stand. Mlllwall surged forward in the second half and Dean 
Honix hit the bar. 




GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

£1900 Tribune Madia BMMCML hie. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l—Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold:. 

♦ AKTS2 <793 0SS4 *1043 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Jortfc . East_South Wjtf*_ 

1 O - J-*. .... . . 

What action do you take? 

Q .2—Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*Q76 OQ103 0QS73 *QS2 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
notnunp. What action da yoa take? 

Q-3—As South, vulnerable, yon 
hold: 

*KJ652 VX2 072 *865 

The bidding has proceed e d: 

North East South West 

10 Pass 1 * Pass 

3 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.4—Both vulnerable, as Sooth yon 
hold: 

*762 <7Q10954 0AK8 *63 

The bidding has proceeded: 


West North East Sooth 

1 * DU Pm ? 

What do you bid now? 

6.5—Neither vulnerable, _as JJouth 
yon hold:, 

*1 <71065' 0832 *AQ10M3 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * DU ? 

What do you bid now7 

Q.4—Aj South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*6 OAQJ6 OAK85 *AQ1Q2 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 * 2 * Pass Pan 

T 

What action do you take? 

Look for answers on Monday. 

For inlormMbou about Charles 
Gwen's newsletter for bridge play¬ 
ers, write Goren Bridge Letter, P.O. 
Box 4426, Orlando, Fh. 32802- 
4426. 


THE BETTER HALF, 




By Harris 



■H3H 

■aujj’AiuaaJMit 



"Whenever I use antiseptic mouthwash 
f could swear I hear millions of 
dying germs screaming in agony!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hand Arnold and Bob Ln 


Unscramble these lour Jumbtaa, 
onoMtartooachaquara to tom 

tour ortSnary words. 



NBA Round-up 


NEW YORK (AP) — Larry 
Nance trim tied from a two- 
game layoff to score 20 prints 
sad Ron Harper converted a 
steal by Nance' into the tie- 
tweaking basket with 1:55 left 
Tuesday right as the Cleveland 
Cavaliers beat the Phitaddpiiia 
7fers 92-90. 

Nance, who missed two 
games became of a sore tendon 
m his left caV, scored 11 points 
In toe third quarter to 
Cleveland bniid a 13-point lead 
late in the period. 

Bat Philadelphia, which 
allowed only 17 points In the 
fourth period, tied toe score 
86-86 when Hersey Hawkins 
made a short bank shot with 
2:36 to play. 

On the 76ers* next posses¬ 


sion, Nance deflected a pass in 
the lane, and Harper drove for 
the layup that put Qevebmd 
ahead for good. 

The victory was Cleveland’s 
30th in Its last 31 home 

gamm, including eight in a 

Mark Price finished with 19 
points and 13 assists for the 
Cavaliers, who trail Betook by 
a Vh games for toe Central 
Division lead. 

In other games hi the Nation¬ 
al Basketball Association 


Bucks 125, Nets 93 

Ricky Pierce’s 19 points and* 
Milwaukee's two scoring 
sports, ooe dosing the first half 
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B5 HOROSCOPE 

— As Charted By The CarroH Rlghter Astrological Foundation 


GJSNiaiAL TENDENCIES: Cir¬ 
cumstances moods change 
through oat the day. The focus is 
optimistic, but ft will be hard to 
channel energy Into productive ac¬ 
tivities. Conversation will flow and 
rol stioiiships flower. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19} Yon 
enter a relationship impulsively 
because yon prefer to do things 
with company. Advice may not be 
well received. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Goals and dreams an pursued with 
gnat fervor. A conflict can shatter 
a friendship if yon are not under¬ 
standing. 

GEMIN I (May 21 to June 21) 
You are influenced by social compa¬ 
nions. Avoid getting strong out 
beyond your physical capacities. 
Your peers look up to yon. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) Yon are magnetic and ex¬ 
pressive, which can attract ad¬ 
mirers. Sensual self-expression can 
follow an evening sojourn. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Yon 
desire social status aim success. 
Boredom is a cross to bear, bat 
usually does not last tang. You en¬ 
joy the dramatic. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) 
Someone helps yon finish a project. 
Yon an a top performer at the 
workplaces Ills flnaadd picture Im¬ 
proves wift a reorganized budget. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 toOct.2$ An 
individual ia difficult to 


ideas pushed upon yon. A flir¬ 
tatious mood means more to you., 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Focus on personal affairs, your 
selected lifestyle, working environ-, 
meat and social peers for re- 
evaluation. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) It can be an adventurous day if 
yon follow through with a compan¬ 
ion's plana. Love is rocky, bat af¬ 
fectionate and worthwhile. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20| 
You an asked to make a risky 
shortcut, bat prefer Che longer, 
safer route. Family members may 
be unsettled and bored, 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
An authority figure, and ally, has 
your respect and attention. Check 
out a purchase for quality and 

fryf l-tjniimillim , 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You 
become closer to someone attrac¬ 
tive. A change is coming; and yon 
can control events to your advan¬ 
tage. Be frugal with finances. 

' If Ybur Child la Barn Today 

He or she will be straightforward, 
have boundless energy and need 
enterprising projects that get 
recognition and praise. Your child 
will seek to be socially popular and 
will lose or gain from friends. Steer 
yonr child toward music and drama. 
• • * 

“The Stars impel; they do not 
compel'' What yon make of your 
life is largely up to you! 
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consider a new mission that can 
bad to pleasure, romance and prof¬ 
it. Only c ons i d er change that is a 
distinct advantage. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
You may need to help eo m eou e less 
fortunate. A r omantic tie may be 
mare serious than e vparte d. It la 
dWffaiia for you to refuse a favor. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) A 
pleasing surprise brings variety 
into yonr lift. A gift can arrive 
without your knowing it. Your 
workday can end early. 

MOON CHILDREN (Jane 22 to 
JuL 21) You are attracted .to 
someone whom you know. You re¬ 
main popular with friends. An in¬ 
troduction produces a valuable 
contact 

LEO (JuL 22 to Ang- 21) Plan to 
do more with your spare time this 
weekend. An opti m is tic attitude 
will be with you for several days. 
Flan a cultural sojourn. 

VIRGO (Aog. 22 to Sept. 22) A 
hobby could be expanded into a 
vocation if it keeps enlarging. Boy 
items for your personal wardrobe. 
Enthusiasm is your c u r ren t style. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oet 22) You 


the whole picture before acting. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) You are on firm ground when it 
cornea to buameea. D om es tic ad¬ 
justments will be needed to 
reo r g anis e the evening plana. 

CAPRICORN (Dee. &toJn.2fl) 
Yon meet an important daad Hn e at 
the workplace. Reviewing work pro¬ 
cedures wifl produce new systems 
and elEdeacy schedules. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Ffch. 19)- 
Normally yon love people and are 
attracted to groups, except for ttna 
weekend when you prefer quiet and 
rest. Plan a garage sale. 

PISCES (Feb.20 toMar. 20) Yon 
m«y fed trapped when you am 
bored. An ovetdna promise Lb kept 
by a not-so-friendly relative. 
Creative ideas flourish today. 

If Your Child Is Bora Today 

.He or she will be cooperative and 
opemninded, with a positive at¬ 
titude and outlook that attracts 
others. Your eon or < b i fl h f* r may 
be a prominent member leader of 
their peer group. Social and career 
guidance wifl be important in order 
to mold talents. 


THE Daily Crossword by Virginia L. Ya 


B Van type 
10 Cardp layer’s 
act 

14 Barbara or 
Monica 
16 Haring a 
■hare 

16 Rotation focus 

17 Golf dabs 
10 Sketch: abbr. 


24 Stater 

25 — up (score) 

20 Boggle 
30 Deer 

33 —die (all- 
oat) 

34 Likely 

37 Played out 

38 Mouths 

40 Accouter 

41 Imitate 

44 Short on looks 6t9N Yitouna Uadlm S*ntc*«, Inc. 
46 Attempt *n Hntm rew a 


MMilii 

HMflM 


46 Attempt *11 Hahn nw iw 

46 Cnoparetomi’a 

Waite — 7 “What’s — lor 

47 Humiliate mo?” 

46 Greg 8 Webstar 

50 Presidential 9 Certain rota 
Monogr am 10 Expert 
fit Reveals plana 11 Pres. 

58 Artist Mho 12 Concatenate 
SB Dine 13 Tims zone 

SO Hatred tattere 

82 Chisel’a tin 21 Cooperstown’s 
82 Stone or Gorier 

Pound 22 Fool 

64 Of tha moon 25 Hue 

66 Max or Buddy 26 Bex 

88 Moist 27 Seed coet 

67 Started a card 28 Swagger 

game 28 Bangkok 

native 

DOWN 30 Dopes 

1 Love You" 31 "Swan Lika" 


Yesterday’s Pnzzto Solved: 


nnnoi nnpinra nnran 
nnnn onnan nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnrY 
nnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nno Bonn nnnnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnni 
nnnnnnnf?af T inm f n 
nnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnannnnnn.itiiiiirifi 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
□nnn nnnnn nnnn 


42 Suit stuff 

2 Scuds role 43 Small boys 

3 Tie feature 32 Spot 46 Observe 

4 Lab 33 Loony 48 Pigment type 

humor 3S Curtoue 50 Hold up 

6 Whlpper- 38 Greunfeh hoe 51 Pop 

snapper 38 Net by ■ long 52 Overcast 

• Center shot 53 Sflme 


54 Scand. land 

55 Together In 
music 

56 Famed caravel 

57 Twofold 

58 Pole* 

61 "A-Taam" 
name 


Peanuts 


Williams denies drug use 


and the other opening the 
second, lilted the Bocks to a 
125-93 victory over toe New 
Jersey Nets. 

Ten; C”™ 1 ™)? added 16 
points wfaBe Jack Stoma had 15 
points and 14 rebounds for the 
Bucks, whose 47th victor; rep¬ 
resents a single-season high for 
Del Harris in six years of 
coarhing in toe NBA. 


Rockets 108, Pacers 99» 

Otis Thorpe scored 26 points 
and inf rared Mike Woodson 
came off the beach for 21 as the 
Houston Rockets clinched a 
playoff berth by defeating the 
In diana Pacers 108-99. 


Marital 
bliss on the 
golf course... 

NEW YORK (AP) — The caddy 
shouldering the golf bag looks 
familiar, but out of place. 

Shouldn’t he be wearing a 
baseball uniform, and swinging a 
bat? 

For 18 years, until this spring, 
he did. 

Ray Knight, most valuable 
player of the 1986 World series, is 
caddying for his wife, Nancy 
Lopez, on the LPGA tour. 

“It’s something I’ve always 
wanted to do. I can be with her 
out here and the family more. 
I’ve enjoyed it,” said Knight, 
recently retired from an 18-year 
career, the last 13 in the major 
leagues. 

“I know a lot of people tease 
him about carrying my bag, but 
he’s my best Mena, not just my 
husband,” said Lopez, an LPGA 
Hall of Famer.” I want him here. 

“With ray out here, I can play a 
lot of tournaments and try to 
become the leading money win¬ 
ner again.” 

Knight said his new job, “is not 
as easy as it looks.” 

“He knows what he's doing out 
there,” said Lopez, who will be 
among the favourites in the 
$450,000 AI star-Centinela Hos¬ 
pital classic that starts Friday at 
Rancho Park in Los Angeles. 

So far there have been virtually 
no family spats on toe course. 

But, recalling the Kemper 
Opea earlier this year, Knight 
said, “we had a disagreement 
with dab selection. I thought she' 
should use a 4-iron to the green 
and she wanted to hit a 5-iron.” 

Lopez proceeded to hit the 
5-iron short and into the water. 

“I ended up saying, ‘see. you 
never listen to me. If you don’t, 
why ask me?’ It was a stupid 
statement for me to make, very 
stupid,” Knight said. 

‘Tve been in baseball 18 years, 
so 1 know about competition, 
understanding pressures, failures' 
and successes. 

“So I can relate to what Nan¬ 
cy’s feeling. I know when to say 
something and when not to.” 

And Knight’s advice should 
carry a certain amount of weight 
— he did, after all, beat his wife 
at golf once, some three years 
ago. He shot a par 72 to beat her 
by one shot. 


TORONTO (AP) — Sprinter 
Desai Williams denied Tuesday 
that he began taking steriods 
along with teammate Ben John¬ 
son in 1981. 

Charlie Frauds, who coached 
Canada’s sprint team through the 
1988 summer Olympics, has iden¬ 
tified Williams as one of the 
athletes who for yean took the 
banned drags. 

“Charlie knew my thoughts on 
anabolic steriods,” Williams told 
a federal inquiry into drags in 
amateur sport, adding be was 
opposed to the drugs. 

Wiliams, 29, said Frauds took 
him to see Dr. Gunter Helge 
Koch of Toronto in 1981 where 
he had a physical examination. 

He said Francis then broached 
the subject of steriods, but Koch 
was opposed to the idea. 

“The doctor said: ‘No, this a 
strong young guy, I don’t think 
it’s necessary.’ He said: T don’t 
want to get involved in this’.” 


WflKams said he and Frauds 
left the doctor's office and the 
coach handed him a bottle of 
steriod pills. 

“I was startled,” said WHfiams, 
adding he later threw the bottle 
away. 

Williams said he did not throw 
the pills away in front of Francis 
because “I knew Charlie’s out¬ 
look on-steroids. 1 had to do 
things his way or I took the 
highway.” 

Williams, who still is compet¬ 
ing, won a bronze medal at toe 
1984 Los Angeles Olympics as 
part of Canada’s 1,600-metre re¬ 
lay team. He also made the finals 
in the 100 metres at last fall’s 
Seoul Olympics. 

Johnson won the event but was 
later disquaified for steroid use, 
sparking the federal inquiry. 

Earlier Tuesday, commissioner 
Charles Dubin criticised the 
administration of special trust 
funds set up for amateur athletes 


by the Canadian Track and Field 
Association. 

The inquiry has heard how 
Johnson made lavish purchases, 
including a sports car worth 
$275,000, during bis rise to prom¬ 
inence before the Seoul games. 

The purchase were made de¬ 
spite rules saying an amateur 
athlete’s earnings are to be held 
in trust by the association until 
the athlete retires. 

“It’s a pure subterfuge to put it 
through a fund if the athlete can 
take whatever be wants at any 
tune,” said Dubin. 

Johnson’s financial adviser told 
the inquiry Monday that he gave 
the runner bundles of cash earned 
at trade meets and thro ugh en¬ 
dorsement contracts but never 
worried the money might be used 
to buy steroids. 

Ross Earl said Johnson's earn¬ 
ings began to soar after setting 
the 100-metye world record in 
Rome in 1987. 


U.S. Olympic committees 
clash on $160m assets 


COLORADO SPRINGS, Col¬ 
orado (AP) — U.S. Olympic 
Committee President Robert 
Helmick is leading an effort by 
the USOC to gain control of the 
Olympic Foundation audits $160- 
million investment portfolio. 

The Colorado Springs Gazette 
Telegraph, a daily newspaper, 
reported that Helmick contends 
the USOC could save $350,000 by 
absorbing functions of the found¬ 
ation’s Colorado Springs office 
into the USOC 

The Olympic Foundation was 
chartered in 1984 to invest a 
surplus of $110 milli on from the 
Los Angeles S umm er Games and 
a programme of selling com¬ 
memorative Olympic coins. Since 
then, the investment portfolio has 
grown to $160 million. 


The Gazette Telegraph re¬ 
ported Sunday that Helmick 
wants the USOC to assume the 
foundation's day-to-day office 
duties, while maintaining the 
foundation as a separate entity. 

“Our objective is to cut out 
duplication and cut out as much 
of that $350,000 annual overhead 
as possible,” said Helmick. “We 
don’t think we need to have 
separate offices, separate photo¬ 
copiers, separate telephones.” 

Helmick said his proposed ac¬ 
tion is likely to create a conflict 
between him and Olympic' 
Foundation President F. Don 
Miller, who once was the USOC's 
executive director. 

The move to absorb the found¬ 
ation and eliminate the founda¬ 
tion office, as well as to change 


Miller's position from President 
to President Emeritus, first was 
proposed in Februanr. The 
USOC Administ rative Commit¬ 
tee asked the executive board to 
consider the proposal. The mo¬ 
tion was not acted upon at that 
time to give foundation officials 
an opportunity to respond.' 

The Gazette Telegraph said a 
vote could be taken by toe USOC 
executive board at its next meet¬ 
ing, scheduled for Jane 2-4 in Des 
Moines, Iowa. 

“Don may want to fight this,” 
said Helmick. “It’s a problem 
with prior presidents and execu¬ 
tive directors. It’s hard to give up. 
It’s hard to let go. Don has been a 
wonderful thing for the Olympic 
movement. But what we’re aim¬ 
ing at is high efficiency.’' 


U.K. minister halts euphoria 


PALMELA, Portugal (AP) — 
The British government reacted 
with cool reserve to a surprise 
decision by soccer’s ruling body 
to allow English clubs to compete 
in three major European cham¬ 
pionships next year. 

The English dubs had been 
banned because of violence by 
their fans at past matches and 
British offidals warned that Tues¬ 
day’s. decision by UEFA would 
oxd; stay intact'if the fens ,b&: > 
haved themselves. 

Tuesday’s decision was 
announced by Jacques Georges, 
President of the Union of Euro¬ 
pean Football Associations dur¬ 
ing a meeting at Palmela, South 
of Lisbon. It was hailed by En¬ 
glish dubs and governments and 
soccer authorities all over 
Europe. 

“Delighted," was the simple 
reaction of a grinning Graham 
Kelly, chief executive of Eng¬ 
land's Football Association, who 
presented the English case to 
UEFA’s executive committee. 

UEFA imposed the ban after 
39 people toed during rioting 
before toe European Champions’ 
Cup final between Liverpool and 
Italy's JuventusTurinin May 1985 
at Heysel stadium in Brussels, 


AM6H! 


.Belgium. 

UEFA blocked English bids 
for readmission in 1986 and 1987. 
The association withdrew its ap¬ 
plication in 1988 after English 
fens fought street (rattles with 
Dutch and German supporters 
during the European nations' 
championship last June in West 
Germany. 

Kelly, whose pessimism before 
Tuesday’s meeting turned to 
euphoria, said, “(Georges) has 
given us toe light at the onjd.of toe 
tunnel.” 

But British sports minister Col¬ 
in Moynihan, who refused to 


back toe association's bid for 
readmission to this year’s Euro¬ 
pean Cup Winners’ Cup, Cham¬ 
pions' Cup and UEFA Cup com¬ 
petitions, was more reticent. 

Speaking on a satellite televi¬ 
sion broadcast, he welcomed the 
move, but said it “wasn't an 
automatic passport back to 
Europe.” 

A spokesman in Moynihan s 
office said the minister welcomed 
toe decision for reentry in l990- 
91, but said “it means that* if there 
is any trouble at the Wdrfcf Cup 
caused by English fens, that is 
bound to make a difference." 


FOR RENT 

Luxuriously furnished apartment. Area 350 
square metres, consisting of three bedrooms, 
two salons, 3 balconies, separate phone and 
central heating. 

Location: In front of the American School gate, 
between Seventh and Eighth Circles. 

Contact tel: 842428, 813249. 
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Nujoma recalls fighters but few seen 


Confusion mounts in 
Namibian standoff 




LUANDA (Agencies) — South West African Peo¬ 
ple's Organisation (SWAPO) President Sam Nujoma 
has broadcast a message by radio to his guerrilla 
fighters in northern Namibia, telling them to stop 
fighting and return to Angola, U.N. diplomats said 
Wednesday. 


But the message's text in En¬ 
glish. broadcast several times 
Tuesday from the Angolan capit¬ 
al Luanda did not mention U.N. 
assembly points in Namibia to 
receive the embattled SWAPO 
guerrillas. 

The diplomats said the omis¬ 
sion would only add to confusion 
already surrounding a scheme for 
the withdrawal of the SWAPO 
guerrillas agreed between South 
Africa, Angola and Cuba Sunday 
to end fighting between SWAPO 
and South African-led security 
forces which claimed at lease 290 
lives. 

Diplomats said the message 
appeared to urge SWAPO guer¬ 
rillas to make their way directly 
to Angola, bypassing the nine 
border assembly points set up and 
staffed by forces of the U.N. 
Transition Assistance Group for 
Namibia (UNTAG). 

“Your leadership, your army, 
your commanders, your doctors 
and other medical officers are 
ready to receive you,” Nujoma 
said in his message, a test of 
which was obtained by Reuters. 

U.N. soldiers in Namibia say 
only a few guerrillas have so far 
come in from the bush and re¬ 
ported to the assembly posts, 
whose siting has been criticised 
by soldiers and diplomats in 


Namibia as being too close to 
South African military positions. 

SWAPO Wednesday accused 
South Africa of jamming its radio 
appeals. 

“Just try listening to the broad¬ 
casts... they are being massively 
jammed by the South Africans.” 
SWAPO Information Secretary 
Hidipo Hamutenya said in 
Luanda. 

Angry SWAPO officials also 
rejected out of band a statement 
by the South African administra¬ 
tor-general for Namibia, Louis 
Pienaar, that his forces expected 
to be able to interrogate SWAPO 
guerrillas who turned themselves 
over to U.N. forces. 

“No one is going to turn up at 
the assembly points under these 
conditions,” one SWAPO official 
said. 

SWAPO officials complained 
that South African-led police and 
troops manning the assembly 
posts would outnumber U.N. 
forces there. 

- SWAPO is pressing the United 
Nations and Angola for clarifica¬ 
tion of the withdrawal agree¬ 
ment, now that Nujoma has 
appealed in his message for the 
guerrillas to withdraw. 

South Africa claims that some 
1.900 guerrillas infiltrated north¬ 
ern Namibia starting April 1, 


violating an agreement calling for 
the rebels to stay at bases in 
Angola until later in the peace 
process. 

Territorial officials said Tues¬ 
day the United Nations had 
agreed that police, under U.N. 
supervision, could interrogate 
guerrillas who report to the 
checkpoints. The questioning was 
to cover deployment of other 
insurgents and the whereabouts' 
of possible arms caches. 

Diplomats noted Nujoma’s 
message made no mention of 
what the SWAPO guerrillas 
should do with their arms. South 
African authorities said the fight¬ 
ers were heavily-armed with 
automatic rifles, rocket propelled 
grenades and SAM-7 missiles. 

The scheme to confine the 
guerrillas to bases inside Angola 
aims to save the U.N. independ¬ 
ence plan for South African-ruled 
Namibia. 

“We have decided to order you 
to stop the fighting and to repori 
to the People's Republic of 
Angola,” Nujoma said, adding: 
“Do not initiate fighting, even if 
the enemy provokes you. You are 
ordered to fight only in strict acts 
of self-defence.” 

Angolan military sources said 
many guerrillas were hiding their 
uniforms and weapons and taking 
refuge in local villages. 

SWAPO blames the U.N.'s 
special representative for Nami¬ 
bia. Finnish diplomat Martti 
Ahtisaari, for letting South Afri¬ 
ca send troops against its fighters 
when violence started April I. 



South African policemen Iowa* the body of a killed SWAPO fighter Into a mass grave in northern 
Namibia 


Concorde lands safely in Sydney despite missing tail 


SYDNEY (R) — A supersonic 
Concorde flying at nearly twice 
the speed of sound lost part of 
its tail on a flight from New 
Zealand Wednesday but landed 
safely at Sydney airport. 

Captain David Leney, pilot 
of the British Airways around- 
the-world charter with 100 
Americans aboard, said he had 
no difficulty in handling the 
aircraft and made a perfect 
landing. 

Air traffic controllers at Syd¬ 
ney airport ordered emergency 
landing procedures when they 
saw through binoculars that a 


piece of the rodder, measuring 
about 60 by 90 centimetres, 
was missing from the tail of the 
aircraft. 

Leney, 54, from Surrey, En¬ 
gland, told reporters he learned 
that his plane had lost part of 
its rudder section only when 
told by traffic controllers after 
landing. 

He said the first indication 
that something might be amto 
was when there was a slight 
bang as the aircraft was climb¬ 
ing at 13,500 metres after leav¬ 
ing Christchurch New Zea¬ 
land. 

“We were then flying 1.8 


times the speed of sound. My 
immediate reaction was some¬ 
thing had hit the plane. But 
how can it happen at that 
height?’* said Leney. who has 
been flying Concorde for 13 
years. 

“There was absolutely no 
indication what it was so we 
decided to carry on,” be said. 

“Then, while mating the de¬ 
scent at Sydney an hour later, 
there was a vibration. It lasted 
two or three minutes but hand¬ 
ling characteristics were 
normaL” 

“I was in total control and 


did not at anytime fed that the 
passengers were in danger. I 
was, of course, shaken to see 
the missing part.” 

“I have never experienced 
like this before,” be added. 
“Obvioasfy something coming 
off the plane is serious. I don’t 
know what caused it.” 

The 10-year-old aircraft, 
which had flown 10,000 boors, 
was the youngest in the Con¬ 
corde fled, Leney said. Hr 
dismissed metal fatigue as a 
possible cause and rejected sug¬ 
gestions that it was being 
poshed too hard on its globe- 


girHKng trip. 

The passengers, who paid up 
to about $40,000 for the 61,500- 
kUometre flight, were told that 
a panel might be loose but there 
was nothing to worry about. 

“There was a terrible vibra¬ 
tion. We realised something 
was definitely wrong. I was a 
little concerned,” said a 
woman passenger who asked 
not to be identified. 

“I prayed,” said another. 

Two months ago British Air¬ 
ways gave its Concorde fleet the 
all dor after discovery of tiny 
cracks in the roof of one of 


than prompted safety checks. 

Similar checks were also car¬ 
ried out on Air France Con¬ 
cordes after the cracks were 
discovered during a routine 
maintenance check last 
October. 

A prototype of the Anglo- 
French airliner first flew 20. 
years ago last month and it has 
been in commercial service 
»ice 1976, mainly on TYans- 
adantic routes. • 

Concordes have been in¬ 
volved in .a number of minor 
incidents but there have been 
no major accidents involving 
loss of life.” 


Colombo 

invites 

JVPto 

talks 

COLOMBO (Agencies) — The 
government Wednesday sus¬ 
pended military operations 
against anti-government rebels to 1 
enable them to give up arms and 
surrender under a peace plan, 
officials said. 

The week-fong unilateral cease¬ 
fire began at 6 a.m. (0130 GMT), 
said an official:. 

Against die backdrop of the 
truce, the government also in¬ 
vited left-wing Sinhalese rebel 
leaders for talks with President 
Ranaringh e Pretnadasa on ending 
their bloody campaign to seize 
power. 

Deputy Defence Minister Ran- 
jam Wljeratne said in a statement 
that the president was willing to 
meet leaders of the leftist Peo¬ 
ple's Liberation Front at a place 
of their choice. • 

“The government is pleased to 
invite the leader of die JVP (Peo¬ 
ple's liberation Front), Rohana 
Wijeweera, or him and Mr. Up- 
atissa Gamanayake, the general 
secretary, to meet with His Excel¬ 
lency the President,” Wijeratne 
said. 

He said if that was not possible 
the government was willing to 
hold talks with a nominee of the 
group. 

“If the JVP wishes. His Excel¬ 
lency (president) is willing to 
invite leaders of any other politic¬ 
al party also to participate in the 
discussions," the statement said. 

The front, which goes by its 
Sinhalese initials JVP, has been 
blamed for a string of political 
killing s in a campaign against the 
presence in Sri l-anfca of 45,000 
Indian troops trying end a 
separatist rebellion by the island’s 
Tamil minority. ' 

Premadasa offered the truce to 
Tamil and Sinhalese militant* 
During the truce, the milit ary 
would suspend operations against 
the rebels. 

The Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam, the main Tamil rebel 
group, Tuesday rejected the ceas¬ 
efire saying they would surrender 
only after all Indian troops have 
been withdrawn. 

The JVP has not yet reacted to 
the trace offer. Officials said two 
gupmen of the front Tuesday shot 
and killed the twin brother of a 
senior military official. 

The gunmen broke into Sarat 
Algama’s house, located eight 
kilometres southeast of the city 
centre, and shot him, officials 
said. 


Tokyo opposition seeks coalition 


TOKYO (R) — Four of Japan's 
opposition parties Wednesday 
began discussions on forming a 
coalition in the hope of using 
popular anger about corruption 
and a new sales tax to drive the 
ruling Liberal Democrats from 
power. 

All the main opposition parties 
except the Japan Communist Par¬ 
ty are involved in the talks, 
sparked by growing disaffection 
with the government over the 
Recruit scandal and a three per 
cent sales tax introduced April 1. 

If the talks between the Japan 
Socialist Party, the Buddhist- 
backed Komeito. the Democratic 
Socialist Party and the tiny social 


democratic federation succeed, it 
will be the first opposition coali¬ 
tion since World War II. 

The Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) has been in power con¬ 
tinuously for the past 34 years, 
but the popularity rating of the 
current cabinet has dropped in 
recent weeks to around 10 per 
cent, an all-time low. 

“We may have a chance this 
time, because we are acting along 
very realistic lines.” said Shigeru 
Itoh. policy director of the Social¬ 
ist Party, ”the largest opposition 
group. 

Political analysts say most vo¬ 
ters have traditionally viewed the 
policies of opposition parties on 


many major issues as unrealistic, 
but there were signs of changes in 
some areas. 

“Even if we came to power, we 
would not disband the self-de¬ 
fence force or -abolish the 
Japan-U.S. security treaty and we 
will not shut down all the nuclear 
power plants,” the Socialist Par¬ 
ty's Itoh said in a telephone inter¬ 
view. 

For months now the 
opposition parties have been de¬ 
manding that Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita resign and call 
a genera] election as a result of 
the current scandal in which three 
cabinet ministers have been 
forced to resign. 


Anne, husband countries apart 


LONDON (AP) — Princess 
Anne and her husband Mark 
Phillips were hundreds of 
kilometres apart again Wednes¬ 
day — she in Britain and he in 
Spain — as London's Royal-mad 
tabloids continued to speculate 
their 15-vear marriage is on the 
rocks. 

Handsome bachelor Timothy 
Laurence, the royal aide whose 
stolen letters to the princess 
sparked the rumours, remained 
on duty behind the walls of Wind¬ 
sor Castle. 35 kilometres west of 
London. 

Major Peter Phillips asked the 
media to leave his son and daugh¬ 
ter-in-law alone, and the Daily 
Telegraph published a sympathe¬ 


tic editorial, saying the royal 
family was not immune from the 
embarrassments and marital 
problems of commoners. 

Mark Phillips left for Spain 
Tuesday, after a brief reunion 
with his wife. Queen Elizabeth 
IPs only daughter, at their Gat- 
combe Park estate in western 
England. Maj. Phillips said his 
son was advising people trying to 
set up an equestrian centre there. 

It was a mutual love of horses 
that first brought Anne, 38, and 
Phillips, 40, together. Phillips is a 
former captain in the queen's 
Dragoon Guards who now makes 
a good living as a farmer and 
equestrian adviser. 

“I know nothing about the trip 


(to Spain) but Fid sure it is a 
long-standing arrangement,” 
Maj. Phillips said. 

The latest round of stories ab¬ 
out Anne’s marriage began last 
Thursday when the Sun reported 
it had received anonymously four 
letters sent to Anne and stolen 
from her briefcase. The Sun, Bri¬ 
tain's top-selling paper with a 
circulation of 4.2 million, pledged 
not to publish the contents and 
said it had turned the letters over 
to police. 

Buckingham Palace later iden¬ 
tified the writer of the letters as 
Laurence, a 34-year-old royal 
navy commander and equerry, or 
aide, to the queen. 


Mexican drag baron charged 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Sus¬ 
pected drug boss Miguel Angel 
Felix Gallardo, said to be Mex¬ 
ico's biggest drug trafficker, was 
charged Tuesday with possession, 
trafficking and transportation of 
illegal drugs. 

“I don’t know why they con¬ 
nect me with the cocaine busi¬ 
ness,” he said after being read the 
charges in the 10th district penal 
court. 

Felix Gallardo denied state¬ 
ments frc-i :nr?h. r repul’.d o"; 
traffieke* ii ■.<; iv: "v»*d vf«; 
airplanes used iu transport drugs 
from South America to various 
parts of Mexico and sometimes 
across the border to the United 
States. 

Nine others, including his aides 
and the chief federal anti-drug 


official and five ranking police 
officers in Sinaloa, were arrested 
with him Saturday. 

Attorney General Enrique 
Alvarez del Castillo Monday cal¬ 
led Felix Gallardo “the No. 1 drug 
trafficker in Mexico." 

The head of the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration in 
Mexico, Ed Heath, praised his 
capture, saying: “Hie impact it 
has on the drug market, we can 
say. is extremely significant.” 

Meanwhile, judicial police in 
the northwe.stern state of Sinaloa 
heavily patrolled Felix Gallardo's 
hometown of Culiacan, especially 
neighbourhoods where he owns 
property. 

Soldiers, who arrested 
Culiacan’s entire police foroe as 
narcotics agents dosed in on Felix 


Gallardo in the western dty of 
Guadalajara, remained on duty. 

In Guadalajara, spedal squads 
of the federal judicial police on 
Tuesday continued investigating 
people involved with Felix Gal¬ 
lardo. 

Felix Gallardo, 43, was 
charged on the baas of a warrant 
issued in 1986 after the arrest of 
Hugo Devere Becerra. Dcvere 
Becerra was allegedly his busi¬ 
ness partner and said they were 
associated with other reputed 
drug traffickers, including Rafael 
Caro Quintero, arrested in the 
2985 slaying of a U.S. narcotics 
agent. 

According to Devere Becerra’s 
testimony cash from their drug 
sales was brought back to Mexico 
in boxes of eggs. 


Lockerbie 
couple take 
Pan Am 
to court 


MIAMI (Agencies I — A Scot¬ 
tish couple seriously burned 
when their home was destroyed 
In the crash of a bomb-crippled 
Pan Am jet last year have 
become the first Lockerbie re¬ 
sidents to sue the carrier in a 
U.S. court, attorneys said. 

In a suit filed Tuesday in 
Dade circuit court in Miami, 
John and Janet South charged 
the airline and two Florida- 
based subsidiaries with negli¬ 
gence involving the Dec. 21 
crash of Pan Am Flight 103, 
which killed all 259 people 
aboard and 11 others in the 
town of southern Scotland. 

Stuart Speiser, a New York 
attorney representing the 
Smiths, said be expects to file 
nearly a dozen more suits in 
Miami on behalf of Lockerbie 
residents injured or killed 
when (he Boeing 747 plunged 
nearly 9300 metres after a 
bomb exploded in the cargo 
hold. 

“We can expect Uie suits to 
come in the next couple of 
months,” said Speiser, who 
competed with several other 
U.S. lawyers tor the cases. 

No specific compensation is 

cited in the suits, other than the 
$50,000 minimum iu damages 
required for fifing in Dade cir¬ 
cuit court. 

Speiser said the figure will be 
decided prior to the jury trial 
sought by the suit, which 
names as defendants Pan 
American World Airways and 
two subsidiaries involved in 
security operations. Alert 
Management Services and Pan 
Am World Services. 

Pan Am has offered 
$100,000 each to relatives of 
those who died in the aircraft 
but, lawyers say, made no offer 
over casualties on the ground. 

Aaron Podhurst, a Miami 
lawyer working on the suit, 
said victims on the ground are 
not covered by the pr o visions 
of the Warsaw Convention, 
which sets a limit of $75,000 for 
death or injury on most inter¬ 
national flights nnhuag ntgH- 
gence can be proven in coart. 


‘Death pavilion’ head suspended 


VIENNA (Agencies) — Vienna 
Mayor Helmut Zilk Wednesday 
suspended the bead of a clinic 
where four nurses have confessed 
to killing 49 elderly patients. 

Zilk told Franz Pesendorfer, 
51, he had been suspended so 
that investigations into the kill¬ 
ings could continue “swiftly and 
impartially,” the mayor’s office 
said in a statement. 

Earlier Zilk accused Pesendor¬ 
fer of hampering investigations 
by refusing to give police in¬ 
formation that could have 
brought the killings to light ear¬ 
lier. 

Police have arrested four 
nurses who they say have confes¬ 
sed to killing the patients over the 


past six years by giving them drug 
overdoses or suffocating them by 
forcing water into their lungs. A 
fifth nurse has been held as an 
accessory. 

Police said they doubted the 
nurses aides’ claim of “mercy 
killing'’ because of the methods 
used. 

After a cabinet meeting Tues¬ 
day, Chancellor Franz Vranitzky 
spoke of the case as “the most 
brutal and gruesome crime in 
Austria’s history,” 

The first deaths in the ward at 
Lainz Hospital, Vienna’s fourrb- 
largest, occurred in 1983 but most 
were reported in the last two 
years, police said. The ward has 
come to be known as “the death 


pavilion.” 

Nurses aides Maria Gruber, 25. 
Irene Leidolf, 27, Waitraud Wag¬ 
ner, 30, and Stephanie Mayer, 
50, are in custody but no formal 
charges have been filed. Three 
were arrested Friday and one 
Sunday. 

As nurses aides, the women 
carried out general duties of 
washing and feeding patients, but 
had no right to give injections, 
hospital officials said. 

A fifth woman, Dorah Eugenie 
Ferrada-Avendano, was on vaca¬ 
tion when a warrant for her arrest 
was issued, and went to police 
Tuesday to offer her help. Ferra¬ 
da-Avendano is an Austrian 
citizen bom in Chile. 


Confusion shrouds fusion process 


WASHINGTON (AP) — De¬ 
spite two tests that seem to con¬ 
firm part of a cold nuclear fusion 
experiment, experts said Tuesday 
that more questions need to be 
answered before most scientists 
accept there has been a break¬ 
through. 

“We're all mystified by this and 
watching it," said Dale M. 
Meade, bead of fusion-reaction 
research at Princeton University 
in New Jersey. “It's the scientific 
way to be skeptical. That process 
is still going on.” 

Meade and others said the ex¬ 
periments announced Monday at 
Texas A-and-M University and 
Georgia Tech shed some light on 
what University of Utah officials 


claim is a demonstration of 
fusion achieved at room temper¬ 
ature. 

But most experts remain un¬ 
convinced that fusion has actually 
taken place and some suggest the 
phenomenon may be something 
new to science. 

“They (Utah researchers) have 
taken the position that it was a 
fusion reaction," said John 
Soures, a fusion scientist at the 
University of Rochester in New 
York State. “But that has yet to 
proven. 

“I think this whole thin g may 
go down as one of the most 
bizarre episodes in 20th century 
science,” be added. 

In an announcement two weeks 


ago, Stanley Pons of the Uni¬ 
versity of Utah, and Martin Fleis- 
chmann of the University of 
Southampton in England said 
they had achieved fusion using 
ordinary laboratory equipment * 

Their experiment used a rod of 
palladium and a coil of platinum 
immersed in a beaker of deuter¬ 
ium, an isotope erf hydrogen com¬ 
monly found in seawater. Pons 
said that when electrical power 
was applied to die coil for about 
100 hours, it forced deuterium 
atoms into the palladium until 
they finally fused, producing 
energy in the form of heat. 

Pons claimed the-device made 
four watts of energy for every 
watt of energy used. 


12 found In human slaughterhouse 


BROWNSVILLE, Texas (AP) 
— Police Tuesday found the 
bodies of 12 people buried on a 
ranch south of the U.S.-Mexican 
border and officials said they 
were victims of human sacrifice 
by a satanic cult of drug smug¬ 
glers. 

“It was horrible,” Cameron 
County Sheriff Alex Perez told a 
news conference. “It was like a 
human slaughterhouse.” 

Mexican federal police arrested 
four people, said Sheriffs Lieute¬ 
nant George Gaviio. Gavito said 
the suspects were U.S. and Mex¬ 
ican citizens, but did not identity 
them further. 

The dead found by the Mex¬ 
ican federal police Tuesday in¬ 
cluded 21-year-old University of 
Texas student Mark Kilroy, who 


vanished during his spring break 
last month while in the Mexican 
city of Matamoros, Gavito said. 

Authorities declined to identity 
other victims, but said all were 
males. People believe two of 
them died after Kilroy. 

The dead apparently were sac¬ 
rificed by drug smugglers who 
believed satanic rituals would 
protest them from authorities, 
Gavito said. 

He said the cult had been 
involved in human sacrifices for 
about nine months, praying to the 
devil “so the police would not 
arrest them, so bullets would not 
kfil them and so they could make 
more money.” 

Authorities declined to descri¬ 
be evidence found at the ranch, but 
displayed some small colour 


snapshots they said were taken 
there. One picture showed a cal¬ 
dron containing a dark red liquid 
and what appeared to be bones. 
Another showed 12 body bags. 

The 12 bodies were found 
Tuesday morning on a ranch ab¬ 
out 32 kflometres west of Mata¬ 
moros, along with evidence of 
voodoo or magic, Gavito said. 

“Fve been an investigator 15 
years and it's one of foe worst 
things I’ve ever seen,” he said. 

Kilroy, a pre-medical student, 
vanished from a-crowded Mata¬ 
moros street shortly after 2 a.m- 
March 14 while on a d rinking 
foray with a group of friends in 
Matamoros, a city of 180,000 just 
across the Rio Grande from 
Brownsville. . 



Record price per 
carat 

NEW YORK (R) — A blue 
diamond fetched $2.09 million 
and a pink diamond $1.26 million 
at auction Tuesday, setting world 
records for the highest price ever 
paid per carat for each kind of 
diamond, Christie’s auction 
house said. Laurence Graff, of 
the British company Graff Di¬ 
amonds Ltd, paid a record 
$296,454 per carat for the 7.05- 
carat blue pear-shaped stone and 
$408,064 per carat for the .3.14- 
carat pink stone. The pink di¬ 
amond sale broke the record set 
in May 1988 when a 557-carat 
p mk pear-shaped diamond was 
sold in Geneva for £278,270 per 
carat, the Christie’s statement 
said. The diamond, sold along 
with IS other diamonds from the 
Argyie mine in western Austra¬ 
lia, k the largest gem-quality pink 
diam ond ever retrieved from the 
largest diamond-producing mine 
in the world, the Christie’s state¬ 
ment said. The blue-diamond sale 
eclipsed the record set in New 
York in October 1987 when a 
10.07-carat ring sold for $218,470 
per carat. 

Former sheep 
shearer becomes 
earl 

LINCOLN, England (AP)—Ed¬ 
ward Fiennes-Clinton, a former 
■Australian sheep shearer who is 
the new eaii of Lincoln, received 
a guided tour of his family seat in 
northeast England Tuesday. 
“This is the first time I've seen 
Lincoln,” he said. “I like it. The 
city’s nice and so are the people.” 
Fiennes-Clinton, 75, visiting Bri¬ 
tain for only the second time, said 
he hopes to take advantage of the 
only real perk offered by his title 

— a seat in the House of Lords, 
the unelected upper chamber of 
parliament. When the Duke of 
Newscastle, who was also the earl 
of Lincoln, died on Christmas 
day, historians began a frantic 
search for the new earl. It led to 
Fiennes-Clin ton’s shack in Bun- 
bnry, western Australia, 160 
kilometres south of Perth. 

Sarah’s battle 
of the bulge 

BIRMINGHAM, England (AP) 

— The Duchess of York says 
eating vegetables helped her lose 
weight, and she made the revela¬ 
tion in, of all places, a chocolate 
factory filled with temptation. 
The staff at the Cadbury Choco¬ 
late plant in Birmingham had 
praised the duchess for the weight 
she had lost. But the 29-year-old 
wife of Prince Andrew, who in 
August gave birth to their first 
child, Princess Beatrice, said the 
effort has been a nightmare. “I 
eat raw vegetables — lots of raw 
vegetables. I am still trying, but it 
is very hard,” the former Sarah 
Ferguson said. Confronted with 
wall-to-wall chocolates during her 
five-hour visit to the factory, the 
duchess refused to give in to 
temptation. She did take home a 
box of cream eggs and some 
handmade chocolates called 
“royal household.” 

Jacobs kicks off 
fashion week 

NEW YORK (R) — Boy wonder 
designer Marc Jacobs kicked off 
the first major show of the New 
York autumn fashion previews 
with blanket shawls that could as 
easily decorate furniture as 
women. Jacobs, the 25-year-old 
bright hope of the faltering Perry 
Ellis firm, drew a standing room 
crowd of 1,400 buyers and 
fashion editors Monday. The pre¬ 
view is the first of dozens to be 
held this week by American 
fashion manufacturers. Among 
the 101 new designs created by 
Jacobs, one of New York’s most 
.talked about fashion designers of 
recent years, are fringed full-size 
wool shawls with stars and stripes 
inspired by Jasper Jo hns paint¬ 
ings and manufactured by CLar- 
idge of Scotland, 
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